MY FIRST LIONS.

HUNTING FIERCE GAME IN

N Februaty, 1895, T left Bombay for
ence a few days in a

G conster Tanded me 4t K—. O
the 15t of March I left the coast, on
my second expedition into the in-
terior. On this occasion I marched

EASTERN AFRICA.

We marched as hard as possible for eleven
days, and as we penetrated farther and farther
into the interior the climate became percepti-
bly cooler. But still the difierence was not
great, though the increased dryness of the air
made the heat much more bearable than it had

towar
the great waterless plain in which may possibly
be comprised most of the country between the
district of the great lakes and the southem
border of Abyssinia.

1 had an escort of eight men, armed with

in that several heavy thunder-showers fell op-
portunely, and we were enabled to ill up our
water-barrels; otherwise 1 doubt whether I
should have been able to penetrate as far as 1
didintothe ntrio without & very much argee

horses, and some donkey o

double-roofed; double 10-bore and Martini mer

expresies, 8- and_ r2-bore shot-guns, and
of cartying water to 1ast six Qay.
Thismust be aced provisions toustsix D aiis
While upon the march, T killed a few large
antelope for food, but without halting the car-
avan, except on one occasion for half an hour
in order to chase and give a finishing shot ©
one which I had badly wounded. The lar

num mels to carry
them, emulmg an Increase In the mumbes of
¢ amount of dates,rice, and clari-
ﬁ:dbmmrw)uch Iwasabligedtocaryforthen.
d come out mainly and almost excu-

slvely or Bams, 1 marched mu halting
until T heard that there were lions in the vi-
cinity. This intelligence I had from the wan-
dering tribes who pasture their flocks, camels,
and sometimes a few horses upon the great
stretch of rollng country, half praire, half jun-

antelope I shot Thed gle

i ot gembok i & siall gally i AT gs
of hills, and as 1 felt sure they woul
straight down the ravine when disturbed, mak-
ing for the great jungle-covered plain where
they generally lived, I hid myself near the
mouth, sent one man up the gully along the
hillside to drive them, and placed another at
the mouth opposite to where I was hidden.
The gemsbok did not notice this man at first,
and almost galloped upon him before seeing
him, and then became o frightened that they
went straight up the face of the hill; then, on
the man running round the spur to cut them
o, ane turmed back and galloped past me at
ninety yards. My first shot struc the
back aad killed i, the animal making a com.
plete revolution asit fell. It was about the size
and color of ¢ arge donkey, with 8 donkey's
tail, and with horns thirty-two inches in len,
ne day, while the carayan was halted, T
 gozch, and covered it with branches sipee
vultures; but when I returned half an hour

later to tncucy the meat to oo, it had entirely
disay bly the prey
nl’clﬂ\erleuyard. Chetab, of hyena, The same
night my camp ‘was much disturbed by two
leopards wandering round and round outside,
growling and making the camels very uneasy,
but not daring to jump the zareba.

nous portion of the great continent of Afica.

While mentioning these people as wander.
ing tribes with whom I had to deal, I might
refer to what is probably a matter of specu-
lation and surprise to those who read these
lines—namely, if, as I have said, water is so
scarce, how do the goats, sheep, cattle, camels,
and horses manage to live without it for days
and sometimes weeks together, making long
journeys only at intervals to the * wells” and
back? The answer el needs water not
oftener than once in ten days, while the others
find sufficient moisture in the early morniny

ants on which they fecd
e intervals between their
visits to the known supplis of water, When
there is no water, horses are sometimes given
milk to drink.

Tt was on the leventh day that the wander-
ing tribes told m ere were lions here,
and 30 1 gave orders to make & permanent
camp, where I determined to remain until 1
got definite news. 1 knew that it would be
more advantageous to remain in one place,
for when it became known that a white man
had arrived to shoot lions, and men came to
bring me news of one, they would be able to
find me more quickly and surely than if we

were to shift our camp from day to day in hope
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of getting nearer to the game. Besides, it was

very difficult for men to find our camp at all,
I often marveled at my own men being

2blc to eturn to camp as they unerringly dids

We were so near the equator that at midday
the sun was almost exactly overhead, and at
another time of year it would have been so;
therefore, without a compass it was_difficult
toward rioon to know the direcion in which
one was marching. ‘The counry i perfctly
fat—soabsalately Hat indeed, in Certin party
that I was reminded of a billiard.- mhle. o ofthe
ocean in a calm. Moreover, it was y
ered with thin jungle, everywhere ofldenu:nlly
the same character and appearance, one mi-
mosstree cifleing bardly at al fom anther

osa-tre in shape or size; and there were no
Jandmacks whatevés, suchasopenplains. Soan
idea may beformed of the case with whicha per-
son not born and bred among these tribes may
Tose his way, if left alone in the country.

It was on the eleventh day, then,—and the
third days march into the great waterless
pli t these African gipsies through my
Fereceton ol e of oo . the metghbor.
hood. Nor could I any longer doubt that I had
at last actually reached a district infested with
greatcamivora, for we soonarrived atalargeza-
reba,orcirularinclosure of thor:fence,within
3 second similar inclosre, divided,
o partitions for the different
within the inner ring were the
mains of & hursc, freshly killed, with torn bri-
dle and remains of other portions of quaint
trappings of plaited hide and horsehair strewn

of the night watch-fires, had
Ielped both the fences nm‘l kllled the horse in
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but farther on some one was sure to pick up
cither the fresh trail or the curious zigzag lines
made by the legs of thesheep asthey dangled
and swept along the dusty earth. An
tlowly crept on éad on undl the fun bad Hsen
full two hours, and at last the trail became in-
distinct and was lost altogether. And now, by
a kind of instinct in the natives, we advanced
faster than when there was a trail to follow,
till presently I heard a shout, and all the men
began torun on, and one with his spear pointed
through the trees to a huge yellow ball that

was bounding on over the bushes and rocks,
and I knew I had seen an uncaged African lion
for the first time.

ith a heavy rifle to balance on my shoul-

de, ot onthe saddle in font, and 8 hore to
steer that would persist in :ndcnvnnn to
e the thad o oveey thin mbmoms bty T
Jost sight of the lion for a time, and o
for the trackers to come up, as the ground was
soft and sandy again, and showed the trail
more favorably. Not many yards away was a
thick, close, impenetrable green patch, about
half 2n ace in extent, of bushes probably of
the cactus tribe—common enough in some
districts, but hereabouts there were not many
such pieces of cover. Into this the trackers
decided that the lioness— for such it turned
out to be—had entered,

There was only one thing to be done. 1 had
abox of matches, carried with this especial end
in view. The men were all silent now, and si-
lently T handed them the precious box, nor were
any explanations needed. A gentle breeze was
blowing, and softly I crept round to leeward of
the paich. The horses had been taken out of
the way, and the men were n a slent group out
of sight upon the windward edge. Fara, my
shikaree, soodbehind e, and Lsaw him cxamm:

spite o
e T was o 1o believe o outade i the
now hardened mud were the largestlion tracks T
hadbithertoseen. Here camped, nd forsome

interest, in view of a chng from a wounded
ioness.’ Presently there was a whisper in my
ear of “Maro! maro/" At the sume moment

in patience.
23 0 i ook moraiag an b ke Caoe
hurrying in from anadjacent camp about a mile
away to tell me that about midnight a lioness or
Tion, he was not sure which, had sprung over the
wallor fence of their zareba, and had killed two
sheep under their very noses, which it
had carried off in spite of all they could do.
On arriving at the camp in the gray light of
catlyday, T wasjoined by a slentan nmumu-
looking " crowd, m: them

pears o s skt i e by ity
T5ez o five of my own mes, we bogan to fob
low the track. Here and there the grownd was
grassy, here and there it was too hard, or too
Tockyand stony, toshow themarks of e great
cat-like pads, or the trail of the dragged sheep;

opy
ing four or five yards away; but she hardly ap-
ared to notice me, and instantly withdrew.
The fire had barely caught the outer fringe of the
coverand was scarcely ablaze. A faint column
of smoke rose twenty yards away, and I could
just hear the low crackling of the flames, One
‘moment of expectation,and the queen of beasts
broke cover in carnest, leaping out, and crossing
myfrontinakind of lumbering gallop.
red, and she fell, but not dead. As she
hy she opened her mouth to snarl, and showed
herhuge whiteteeth nowand then givingalow,
deep, reson: r, which resembled no other
Soun i the world, untll § appmached —as it
seemed there was nothing else in the cover,—
and gave her a quieting shot in the neck.
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Then what a shouting, and_brandishin
spears, and congratulations of the triumpl it
warrior by the natives, some of them shaking
me by the arm, and all shouting and talking
at the same time in the maddest cxcitement|
There were two hours to wait while I sent
back to camp for my photographic camera
and some cold provisions, and then followed
the photographing and the skinning and the
jllbl .m Epeckenion to camp.

e way we came across some natives

g A bl i
peculiar kind of long-necked antelope. Some
of my men, while I was ahead, took forcible

ession of the antelope’s head as a trophy.
Quite alitle battle wasthreatened, guns being
leveled and arrows placed upon'the strin;
s netog it disturbance, 1 turned back,
and averted the rouble with & coin, Next dey,
when I visited the spot where the carcass of
the lioness lay, I found that every particle had
vanished, bones and all

It was not very far away that, on the same
day, we came upon the body of a freshly killed
camel. It had been dragged about ity yards,
and in the neck were deep marks of a lion’s
teeth, So that night I had a screen of thons
made, and instead of returning to camp T slept
there, hoping that master lion would return to
finish’ his breakfast, which we had inadver-
tently interrupted. ' But nothing came to
turb my night's rest, and in the morning some
of my men came to find me, with.my horse and
some fresh milk, and before noon I was back
in camp again.

It never rains but it pours, and so I had
scarcely been back half an hour when two na-
tive horsemen came galloping to the zareba in
a cloud of dust, their horses very hot and tired,
and themselves very thirsty. I gave them wa.
ter,and then, through my interpreters, Abdiand
Mohammed, they imparted to me their mo-
mentous news. They had lost  fine camel, and
had been all yesterday searching for it. This
morning they saw a large number of those
birds of evil omen, the vultures, circling round
over a particular spot upon the plain, but not
daring to alight. On riding up they found their
camel dead, killed by a large lion which was
siing feeding upon the carcass md which,

e London evening papers f 1)

Hnuse of Commans, they had  Iet siting.”
It wasalong way, but if I came quickly I might
il i the od e fellow there. In less than ten
minutes my been brought in and
saddled, and, lakmg some bedding, food, and
plenty of water in bottles, we were offin a cloud
of dust, which never left us, the two horsemen
in fmm and five of my men running behind

camera and_their spears and
hicis. o tiree men of the cacors who had
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asked to be allowed to come. These men bore
Snider rifles, and I had been training them to
use guns, but they were very poor shots. How.
ever, knowing the extreme improbability of our
having any serious fighting at this time in this
part of Affica, I did not feel much concemed
about it. I knew that the mere sight of rifles
and cartridge-belts would have the desired ef-
fect upon would-be robbers without our hav-
o fire a shot, and that greater danger

wonld, el 1o ouralnes” thas 0-0ur oo
mies from careless handling of firearms. T ha
therefore taken out the strikers from all the
rifles but one, rendering them quite useless un-
til they should be replaced. But now, havingno
spears with them, none of my escort would ever
leave camp without theirrifes, disabled as they

were. Some days later, after a considerable
amount of dril, they became so far eficient that
1 replaced all the strikers, putting the Sniders
once more in working order.

And 50 for some three hours we swept along
across the plain in a cloud of dust, winding in
and out among the everlasting mimosa-trees,
until at length the guides signified that we were
approaching the spot, nd pointed o the burn-
ing zone ahead, where I could see thousands
of vultures circling round at an immense alt-
tude. And now through the trees I caught sight
of an orange-colored e upon the fround,

which was the carcass of the camel; an
‘mounting, Isignaled to all the men to remain as
they were, and crept on under cover of a bush,
hoping that the lion was there and that I might
get as near as possible without being seen.

‘But the mouated natives knew what the lion
would do better than 1, for to my indignation
Isaw them making a wide circuit and gallop-

round toward the other side. Then from
behind the camel there came a_huge
thing, Tt was the lion, but too far for a cer.
tainshot. As he crouched with extended paws
and elevated back, his head near the ground,
and glaring at me in defiance, I slowly raised
my rifle for a careful shot, for he seemed upon
the point of charging. But as I did so he
turned and lumbered off, and the shot 1 de-
spatched to hasten his movements only struck
the sand. Then began the chase. My horse
was out of sight behind, but I was soon in the
saddle and away. Meantime the two mounted
natives had taken up the chase, and after run-
ning the lion for two miles, he went to bay in
a thicket of small mimosa-trees. Brandishing
their spears, and keeping at a_ respectful dis-
tance on their active litle horses, the men
hurled at him what were no doubt the most in-
sulting and scomful epithets. Fara came up, as
Twasdismounting, justin time to hold my horse.

"As L approached the clump of rees rifl in

hand, it was a moment or two before T could



“HE SEEMED UPON THE POINT OF CHARG
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distinguish the lion; when I did so he was
crouching full length behind a many-stemmed
‘mimosa, facing me, and evidently in charging
00d, as he was swaying his body and work-
ing i all rom sde o side wih great impet-
uosity. As I walked round outsi
t0 get a flanking shot, he kept turning and fa-
cing me. So at last I sat down, and fired t
at his head between the stems! and reloading
like lightning, I rested the rifle on a bush, ant
fred once more, Upon receiving this shot, he
left his bush and came straight at me as fast
as possible, without giving me time to reload
the ightbarrl. When he wasabout fiveyards
1 gave him my last bartl inthe chest,and
Aump:(l aside, and instantly everything was
dden fn 8 cioad of dust, My ast sh had
broken his charge, and caused him to swerve
round. When the dust settled, T saw him un-
der the same bush as befoe, bt badly i he
was my lion now, and, running up to within
asy range, I put two bullets o h shoulder,
which finished him, Then came a r
the scene of savage cuulation which Tad tken
place when I killed t
“The ret of the men b g come up, they
dragged the lion—it took eight men to move
him—into a convenient place for taking his
photograph; and then there was the skinning
and beheading, which was no_inconsiderable
task. Finally the head and skin were packed
upon my horse, against his objections, and we
made for the nearest native encampment, there
to pass the night. Our way led past the car-
cas of the camel, and the whol time whil
ere et by countless stre:

o8 vy, a3 oo, lirge bk, hastealog
from the dead body of the camel t0 the dead
body of the lion, perhaps in preference, for
there was siill plenty of meat upon the former,
We resched. the vilage Just at nightéll, and
found it packed with camels, sheep, goats, and
natives; but by moving a portion of the in
closure cnough room was made for me and my
‘men, and we were supplied with some milk and
a shctp,—upon payment,—but there was no
water

Next morning, o ing camp, I found
that the water e aoe gives oot snd there
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was no sign of rain; and as T had heard no

re news for two days of lion, I was obliged
o travel constward, fecling as though [ was
being sdovly roasted to deat

oAk oo, et country without

« ricvous dlagpoiaimenty for thiy night a
man entered my camp with the intelligence
that a lion had just carried a donkey away
from his zarcba, which was not far off. As

men did not tell me this until nearly day-
break, fearing to wake me, we lost some pre-
cious time. However, reaching the village at
cight, we ollowed the tracks of two lions unil
nearly noon, when the ground became hoj
lessly rocky. The men were now in a long
line, and, as chance ordained it, the pair had
lain'down under a busl
got away without
some of the men did. The route taken by
the lions was almost impassable for horses,
and after a prolonged search we returned to
camp.
“That aight 1 tethered. one of my donkeys
near the village, and slept with Fara in a
sl thornhelter close by, hoping they might
return, t midnight my unfortunate don-
Ty sk by some large soimal which
1 thought at lhe time was one of the lions we
were expec

T had distictly heard, fust befor, heary
breathing close to my e e
the zareba, and the Lo o b e
licking its chops. Then the donkey began to
growl hoarsely,—as donkeys do when they are
affaid,—andthen tobray piteously. Then there
came a rush, and then—silence. 1f any life re-
mained in the unfortunate donkey, my fint

shot, which went clean through its neck, mus
haveextinguished the latspak. Preenily e
loodthirsty c me back, and in the

blackncssof the night T could disiguish noth.
ing, but fired two shots at the sound. I knew
then that they were not lions, for a lion leaps
upon the back of its prey, and 1, being low
down, could have disingished ‘his outline
agaist the stary sky. They were noctural
carnivora, probabl hyelns' for when mom-
ing broke we o found thacks of these voracious
rutes —and nothing else.

H. V. Seton-Karr.




