302 NOTES ON OUR
ship went from Havre to New Orleans,
and T heerd tell as how the ol
shipped her to New York by steamer as
n as ever he got there. This here
case were perhaps a_extreme one, and
% been shipmates with 1ots of wimmin
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as didn't go, to interfere like she did, but

still, as a Tule, even as passengers, I'd vote

for to leave 'em ashore where they be

longs. They're dreadful nice, is wimmin,

ind i proper sphere, but thet there s hm
y opinion ain't found onto a s

AN ARMY HUNTERS NOTES ON OUR NORTH-WESTERN GAME.

BY S C

Tae hunting of large game is to-day
enjoyed nowhere in this country to a
greater degree than around our military
posts in the West. Situated, as they in
most cases are, in the least settled por-
tions of our territories, and nearly always
near some mountain range still stocked
with goodly numbers of the noble game
‘animals, at them the now scarce cream
of resl Sport i still gathered in consider-
able quantity by our army sportsmen.

Previous to 1879, our regular soldier,
as a rifle shot, was a jest and a by-wort
to both Indian and cowboy. To-day,
thanks o a system of practcs approache

y no other army in tl orld,
supenor of both, and e himself odied
by perhaps o nrher class of riflemen in
Every conceivable stimulus

o his il in voting i offered him by
the War Department, and towards this

end, as to perfect the soldier in
cdtnt i Koo of e country
about him, post commanders e in nu-
merous orders “enjoined to_show all pos-
ble berality in the extention of hunting
leaves to both officers and men.” The
distance to the hunting grounds is usually
ot grea; and sifles, ammunition, tent
age, ansportation, and 2 thousand an
one’things that form the mun difficulties

and expense of a civilian's hunting trip,
Gan be had by the army hunter for the
asking. Under such inducements it is
not strange that our service contains many
ardent Sportsmen.

To an Eastern loves of such sport, es-
pecially erience has been limited
to a summer or two on the Adirondacks
with amateur woodsmen, unaccustomed,
in the language of the West, to “rustle
for themselves,” an outing with one of our
army hunting parties could not fail to be

7a:

ROBERTSON,
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petfect charm of camp
joyed; for under PR
only, is it robbed of all its litde worries
and fatigues. We invite our Eastern
friend to' accompany us on one of these
trips we have in mind—a fair type of
many the writer has ammllv m1de in (he
West. Besides our guest, our party

sists, say, of two non- commxssxoned ofn—
cers and ten privates of ¢ —a e—
fachment not Targe enough fo inte
with each other in Lhe hunt, and yet sui
ficiently so to pmorm readily the’ various
duties of camp. Our hunting permit is
announced to us in the followmo order
just handed us by the Adjutant:

“Orders No. —

“2d Liewt. X. Y. Z, — Cavalry, is
“hereby racted to proceed to the n-
“ity of Cypress Mountains, ,
“explore such portion of that ity 4
“he may deem advisable

T

—— T
Sept. 1st, 1886.

det (2) 1o
"m_issioned afficors and.ten {ro). privates
. avalry, all mounted,

‘med und eq\u ped for fifty (s0) davs

n the field, mﬁ) rep or( to Lieut. Z.
’connecnon with [h duty.

he Quartermaster's Dépt, will furnish

(he necessary forage and_equipage;

ur-mule teams and two

(2) teamsrers ten (10) pack and two (2)

dmg mules, and two (2) civilian pack-

“The Subsistence Dept. will furnish
(he necessary rations to the above

P 7., o bt s o this
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“tip, will submit a detailed report and
“maps of the country taversed by him.
“By order of

“Colonel A—.

“(Sg'd) B. C—,
“ist Lieut,—Cav., Post Adjutant.”
On receipt of this order we at once
commence the rolling of our blankets and
acking of clothing; our own baggage
attended to, the wagons are driven o the
barracks and there foaded with the men's
effects, ammunition and kitchen utensils;
at the commissary with rations; and at
the Quartermaster’s warchouse with stoves,
tentage and such forage as we are to take.
he ‘pack-train, designed for mountain
country where our wagons cannot travel,
is equipped, each mule with its aparejo
and rigging; belts are filled with car-
tridges, horsés are saddled, and canteens,
lariats, hobbles and nose-bags slung from
pommel and cantle. In a couple of hours
om the signing of our order we may be
on our road, and our civilian friend won-
ders at the rapidity and absence of con-
fusion vith yehich these preparations have

v

been made, The Sergeant in charge, how-
ever, has fitted out for many a hunt and
scout before, and we may be sure that,

despite his haste, he has seen that every-
thing_necessary, from the kitchen soap
and dish-rags fo extra chains and tongues
for the wagons, has been taken along.
Each man’s equipment is probably no less
complete; for it does not take a frontier
soldier Iong to acquite the art of “lookin
out for number one.” You may trust him
to have along everything in the shape of
comfort his means and wagon-space will
permit. It is only the first of September
and the weather s beautiful, but you can't
fool him on the North-western climate; he
was caught in a two-days snow storm
while on a scout at just this. time last
year, and now, as a result of this experi-
ence, in go buffalo coat, fur cap an
gloves and winter overshoes. In' some
Corner of the wagon, oo, we are apt
to find that he has stowed an extra
sack of onions and potatoes from the
troop’s garden, a few tins of milk and
other canned dainties from the commis-
a keg of vinegar with which to
ali water_he may have to
drink upon the praitie. His chest and pock-
ets contain a varied assortment of fiel
necessaries that experience has taught
him the value of. He is much given to

lue of. He is
buckskin in his attire and will be sure to
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have a_pair or two of moccasins in which
to_hunt or loaf around camp.

Ve get into camp the first day and our
civilian_comrade sees the wagons quietly
and deftly unloaded; the Sibley tents
spring quickly up, each in charge of its
own squad; fires started with 2 rapidity
which only men who have kindled thern
on the praiie i all degres of rmin and
snow are capable of; the animals freed
from saddle and harness and turned out
to graze in care of the mounted herders-
and” presto! dinner is announced and he
is smoking a_ post-prandial pipe in ltdle
more than the time it would have taken
his Adirondack friends to have rotten up
a couple of tents and built their fires.

At night, if in a dangerous locality, the
stock i bréught in and picketed neat the
tents and a sentinel posted until morning.
At daybreak camp'is aroused, animals
fed, o moved to fresher grass, and our
friend, after plunging head and hands into

e cold, clear stream, running past our
tent door, and eating breakfast, already
with a slight sauce of ficld appetite, is
ready to watch the breaking of carp.
The same system and celerity he has seen
the day before are visible now. The
cooks of the two messes—officers’ and
men's—pack their respective kitchen kits;
one detachment strikes the tents, after
piling their contents alongside the wagons;
another loads the latter under the sharp

e of the “non-com,” ide_the
wagon beds, direct the distribution of the
load with the expertness of men who have
voyaged for many years with the “prairie
schooner;” the teamsters and _packers—
always exempt by camp rules from other
sort’ of work—are fitting hamess and
?pa:sjm to their mules and will be ready
or the start as soon as their loads are
made up.

verything is finally in place; fires are
carefully extinguished” it s now, in_parts
of the West, a five hundred dollar fine to
leave one burning), and_the teams and
pack train_move out horses are
saddled, lariats coiled, at the pommel, and
the balance of the party swing themselves
into their McClellans. ' In a few minutes
we are riding ahead of the wagons, the
fresh air of the prairie fanning our cheeks
and our course fxed o the distant moun
tains, in whose deep blue depths we al-

ady see a_picture of lovely camps, and
couitless herds of elk and

At noon we halt beside, a lttle stream
dancing along the bed of some prairie

3
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coulee. Bridles are removed, cinches
loosened, our horses sink their munle:
mro the deevar ools and then stray off in
rch of sacculont tufts of bunch grass,
Ihile theit ndsm, stretched in Tazy atti-
tudes beside them, discuss the contents of
sundry packa rawn from their
respective saddle pockets, A half hour's
rest, and saddles and loose packs are
again tightened \3; our pipes re-lit and
he march resume
owards two or three o’clock we de-
scend a slope towards the stream on
which we are t0 camp. We find 1 spot
where “wood, water and grass"—the
holy trinity of the prairie traveler's faith—
are’ most abundant, and in a rwmldmo
our canvas dwellings are erected for
other night borieath the all cor[om\oods
that fringe the brook. Often, if the
weather be fine, some members of the
party, instead of putting up their tents,
simy »1» spread their blankets on the grass,
and sleep in the open alr, many of the
older troopers asserting without affectation
that an open tent is stfling, even in the
cool sight remper\(\\re of the prairie.
s march is now about
Sun-up often sees us
on our way, and this distance is readily
accomplished by the early afternoon,
yidhout faigue (@ either animals or mers
esh air, good appetites, and abundant
sleep and exeacse, would enable them, in
twice a5 much v effort
Our 'ourse (hus far has been across
praifie,” but it must not be imagined
that it has been monotonous or uneventful.
The buffalo are no longer to be seen, ’tis
true; but small, shy bands of antelope
are still met in suf t numbers to
cause us 2 half dozen times during the day
to turn rein in pursuit; and rabbits—jack
and cottontail—and that ubiquitous bird,
the prairie chicken, offer frequent xmrks
for our rifles along the road. Every now
and dhen a village of praiie dogs nish
“fancy shot” to an unsportsmanlike
member of the expedition, and infallibly
a chase on the part of our dogs, whose
ardor never seem= dampened bv their
ever repeated failures to ich the’simble
little inhabitants of those settlements.
The prisc, oo, is
patch’ of v bright color.
Tocks and ‘occasional litls patks of
lows and cottonwoods along the cross—
ings of sueans, and these Keop the eye
interested as we ong.
It is not, however unnl we strike the

B
nventy—t‘we miles
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foot-hills of the mountains that we begin
to really see either sport or hard work.
ere the route becomes mu ed and the
water-crossings steep and ‘In many
Places the teams ate “doubled up,” ou
cight mules tugging at each wagon as it
goes up a sharp ascent; and on some
Shep g the whole detachineni dis.
mounts and hangs on the lariats thrown
over the wagon-bed, to present it slip-
ing into the deep caf
arther ymgress with our wagons soon
becomes impossible and we decide
abandon them. Harness, extra tentay
and stores—everything wé can do with-
gut during the wees ere our rerum—
in some secluded spot near

e, the wagon drawn, out of the
way, and the extra mules driven along
with us.

The road now nartows 0 a il and
e have to advance throughout exch day
in single file. As we get farther into the
range, we are often forced to 1smoum
and, on foot, drag our unwilling horses
over rocky ledges that our civilian friend
would have pronounced impassible. In
other places we toil through acres of fall-
en timber, trequendv so thick as to form
a perfect crib-wi logs, over which
orses. and packemyles: scramble with
greatest_effort, and with constant danger
to their limbs. This dead timber, un-
known to any similar extent in Eastern
ranges, forms one of the most frequent
and” annoying difficulties of travel in all
Western mountains. Add to_this the
countless bogs which the melting snow
Keeps alive in the deeper valleys cirough-
outthe eternal ‘snow-banks
which we ars ecasiondlly obliged. 10
traverse when we get above timber line
in the main divide, and the vast beds of
logse wolcanic 1acky over which our
animals slip and fall, cutting leg and
pasten, an we1rm% out the hardest iron
shoe—and some idea is gained of the
roughness of our

But what de].\ghrﬂ\l \ompensanons are
there for all this! The “charm of the
wilderness,” Galled by worthy
old writers ich means the love
of the pnmmve e o luking with-

us, for n § the_freedom of his
Tifois over it all, The eye is de-
hgued at every tumn by grand, rough
landscape—high, snow-capped
datk, mystc canons, and fushing water-

as u

While civilization, like the torrent of a
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broken dam, has swept over, and filled
with its flotsam of ranch and village,
much of the prairie_portion of the West,
the larger mountain ranges have, here
and there, turned aside its current, and
the trail we now travel may never before
have been trodden by a dozen white
men’s feet.

In ten or fifteen years more, perhaps,
this cannot be said, but as yet we may
still feel a delight, keen as a’woman's in
the possession of a_rare jewel, in the
scene which_surrounds us and which so
fow others have enjoye that blue
lake which suddenly Ties before us, as the
trail leads us to_the brink of some abrupt
mountain side, float water fowl that have
never yet heard the crack of rifle or shot

un, and across our path occasionally
ounds a deer that runs but a few paces
and then stops to look us over—actually
ignorant that the strange beings he is re-
arding are the deadliest and most cruel of
Fis engmies! What a duffer his Adiron-
dack brethren would consider him, and
what a lot they could put him up to
concerning the ‘wiles and wickedness of
the human race!

As we follow our mountain trail, we find
springs and streams in every valley, the

ark Dlue pools of the latter streaked with
the silver forms of darting trout. Along
these water-ways little meadows of juicy
“blue-joint” and “bunch’ grass, dotted
with lofty pines and tamaracks, an
strewn with ‘piles of royal logs for fire-
wood, make tempting bids for us to stop
and camp. On_halting for the day, now
that we are well into the range and are no
longer in much fear of our stock’s stray-
ing off, horses and mules are simply
habbled snd sarhed loose 1o geaze. or
will; the hunters saunter off on the neigh-
boring mountain side for game, and a
fiherman or wo sroly along the stream

or .

in search of likely places for a “rise

Blue grouse, trout and venison soon be-
come drugs in our camp market.
mountain air now grows chilly

towards evening, and orms in our
canteens at night. Extra blankets are
produced, and at sundown fires are built,
around which we sit until bed time,
toasting our moceasined feet and relating
over our pipes the remarkable stories of
by-gone scouts and hunts, that are no-
where told so recKlessly, or so eloquently,
as_over a night fire in the mountains,

It has been the good fortune of the
writer to have had many such outings in
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the West as the above. It has seemed to
him a pity that our Army men, who have
certainly enjoyed such sport in more
variety than any other class of hunters in
the United States, should contribute so
little concerning it to the annals of sport-
ing literature. Some of our older offi-
cers, whose Western stations have chang-
ed every few years, know, from practical
experience as sportsmen, the hunting
craft of almost every region from the
Mississippi River to’ the Pacific coast.
They have scaled the peaks of the Cas-
cades and Rockies after mountain goats
and sheep; chased buffalo and antelopes
on the plains of Wyoming, Utah, Dakota
and Montana; tracked the shy moose in
the ranges near the British line; and kill-
ed black bear and deer, and drawn_trout
from their crystal streams, in almost
every conceivable locality in the West.

heir experiences would make many a
grand chapter beside the trivial accotnts
f robin-hunts which so often render ab-
surd the columns of our sporting jour-

=l

nals,

Their silence possibly proceeds, in
many cases, from that modest reticence
and " ayersion to “talkin 3
generally characterize military
which hide, like a bushel, muich
they could 'shed upon_the worl
topics as these, The little less than_eight
years’ service of the writer have afforded
fim but few opportunities in comparison
with some of these older hunters, but
various scouting and hunting trips have
taken him across man of the plains an
mountains of Oregon, Idaho, Washington
Territory and Montang; and a word about
the game of these regions to-day may not
be uninteresting to Eastern readers.

1 © place, it must be said, a
brief glnce at the subject reveals many
changes that are startling and painful for
the sportsman to contemplate. It is
scarcely possible, for one thing, for him
to realize that the immense herds of buf-
falo, which, up to even four years ago,
roamed over our Western plains—especial-
Iy the North-western ones of Wyomin

ontana and Dakota—have, practically
speaking, absolutely disappeared from the
country. At rare intervals we hear of a
stray bull o very small band in_some
remote part of the bad lands of these
territories, but in many cases even these
rumors prove o be unfounded, and there
is good reason to believe that several
hundred would be a liberal estimate for

which
n, and
light that

n such
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the total number remaining in the country
south of the British line to-day. Up to
six years ago professional buffalo hunters
made several thousand dollars a man, per
year, by selling their hides at two’ and
three dollars apiecel Over thousands of
miles of praisie in Montana alone the eye
cannot gaze in any direction to-day with-
out_encountering the melancholy

of bleaching bones and vertebrac’ which
mark the spots where they have fallen
victims to this disgraceful slaughter.
From a single knoll, the writer, while
on a scout fast autumn, near his present
post in northern Montina, counted over
a dozen of these skeletons scattered on
the prairie. On_some of the skulls of
these the hair still remained in a state of
fair preservation, showing how recent

y e

has Deen the bloody extermination of
the species. In our National Park, per-
haps, can be found a larger number of

these animals, thanks to the care of its
recent civilian and military superinten-

ents, than exist in any other single
locality. A gentleman who has been in
the Park during the present winter, and
whose statement is beyond question,
reports having counted forty in one band.
There are probably a few bands more
numerous than this in the country across
the British line, and enterprising
subject of the Queen, somewhere in the
region near Fort MecLeod, Briish Territory,
s said to have a herd of over a hundre
which he holds as a speculation, and
offers for sale at two hundred dollars per

ead.
The scarcity of these animals, as set
forth in the above exhibit. can hardly
have been appreciated by an (intelligent)
astern_gentleman, who recently wrote
to @ Montana friend, requesting him to
have “a few buffalo calves roped, and
sent East to his address in the spring!”
The letter was published a few weeks
since in some of the territorial papers,
and created, doubtless, much amusement
among the prairie-men who read it. He
might as well have asked that “a_few”
well-grown grizzlies be trapped and sent
him %ﬁl mAiﬁ
ith the departure of this king of
American game animals, the old-time
“buffalo_guns,’ and professional white
and half-breed hunters, have become
things of the past, When these latcer,
many of them now loafing out the balance
of their idle lives in their log cabins on the
Missouri, or around the saloons of frontier
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towns, shall have followed their game fo
othes. Bunting grounds; aud when: the
bone heaps of the prairie shall have
crumbled info the soil around them, who
of the next generation will believe that up
to the present decade millions of buffalo
grazed upon these Western plains, and
that it took sport and avarice so short a
fime to sweep every vestige, of them from
our_continent!

The next Western_game in numerical
importance o the buftalo—the antelope—
has fared but little better. It is still scen,
however, in favored localities—Montana
and Wyoming being, perhaps, the ter-
ritories in which the largest herds now
remain—though “herd” seems a term of
unlawful magnitude to apply fo the small
numbers in which they are now found
together. Five years ago a band of some
hundreds was known to huddle for shelter
in a storm on the parade ground of a
Monfana,_garrison. Now a group of fwenty
is exceptionally large, and far from com-
ing thus tamely into the habitations of man,
they rarely allow the hunter to get within
rifle shot on the most distant prairic.
In the winter, however, when they con-
gregate in greater numbers, and, especially
Where snow renders their movement diffr
cult, some enterprising Indian pot-hunter
still makes, every now and then, a killing
large cnough to keep his camp in meat
many days.

The unsettled country along the lower
part of Milk River in' Montana, and the
bad lands for some distance along the

Lissouri cast of the Milk, probably’ now
comprise their largest range in the North.
White men who_ have traveled through
that locality during the present winter
report having seen several bands of over
a hundred each, within the distance of
several miles’ travel. They are now, un-
doubtedly, with the exception of the
moose, and, perhaps, the mountain sheep,
the wariest of our Western game animals,
the faintest scent of danger generally
starting them on the full run in an instant.
This is especially the case where the
object of suspicion is invisible to them.

it even when the enemy is in view, their
well-known attribute of curiosity, which
once made them such casy victims, scems
in later days to have almost entirely dis-
appeared, and the bricfest glance at the
hunter is usually cnough fo send up their
short white flags and cause them to
scurry in flight toward the top of the
nearest ridge. Here, however, they will
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invariably indulge in one last look, the
whole band pulling up in line and staring
back for an instant, and then suddenly,
as by one impulse, turning tail again and
anishing on the other side. In my com-
paratively brief experience in h\m[mF (hese
animals, T have found that the sight o
moving pack-train possesses an \mtulmF
attraction for them. On several trips with
these trains in the past year or two I have
seen them run close tp to the canvas-
covered pack of some mule and stare at
him with a dazed expression which plainly
said, ’V‘fell' I _thought I had seen_ a// the
infernal contrivances of man during my
troubled career of the last few years, but
this beats me!” During a scout” near the
British line. last au(umn 1 lmd dxsmoun(ed
at sight of a buck antelope i
fiele columm; T crep Lm\uouslv npon mm,
Shelcering myself behind a fa
T could ot get him within
m cyird range. He had just started away
at a full j u\mp, when catcl mgk;xglht of the
packetain ascending 2 [l i
rear, he slowed up as if in
[omshmem und, and fnally
g within ten paces of the leading
mu e, regardm lum fuedlv until knocke
oral with the
mm Despne rheu umosxw in_thi
titular direction, 1 have fre uemlv in_the
past several years, tried “tlagging’
rocess upon them; but never thh success.
t has been laughable, in fact, to_see the
prompmess with vhich the first few mo-
tions o ag has generally sent them
off, on (he:e occasions. It is a note-
wor(ln fact that in many cases in late
years ‘the encroachments’ of ation
Tiave forcel the anelope fiom bt opgmal
character of a_plains-animal, and driven
him to a life of greater safety in the grassy
parks of neighboring mountains. I have
often met him on recent trips_through
several of the small ranges or Northern
Montana Poor little fellow 1 Between
cattle that destroy his range, and cowboys,
and hunters, and_encircling railroads, his
doom is near and inevitable.
the varieties of lurge game the
deer, here, as in the East, has lasted best;
o, rather, is still more universally foun
than any other. lacktail,” it is
true, living much in the open country,
like the antelope, has been sadly un-
fortunate; but the “Whitetail,” wherever
the mountin ranges have beén extensive
enough to furnish him secure retreats, is
still found in fair abundance. The latter

circle aro
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species also_inhabits in considerable num-
bers the willow and cottomvood jungles
of the Missonr and many of thé other
larger streams wherever they are sparsely
setled by man, The moun(ams of Cen-
orthe however, are
peru - rhe:r twonte groun ands... 1
1y, 1880 Tuck,
wuh soveral gentemmen from e Bt Lapwai
Agency, in Northern Idaho, to accompany
a band of some thirty Nez Percés on their
annual winter's hunt, in the mountains
bordering_ the Cleu'w\[er River, i that
counted the al-
st crediblE momber of one hundred
and twenty-three whitetail deer killed by
this party and our own in four days! The
snow s very decp the localicy @ picked
ne, and all the kiling done by diving,
But these figures, nevesthless, gwe some
idea of the abundance of the species at
that comparatvely recent date. In that
country_of agled mountain
Tonges, they have probably not decreased
alarmingly ‘since. This variety of deer is
ar more difficult to approach than his
blackail brother. His ‘scent is probably
not so keen as the antelope’s, but he is
apparently far more alive to the sound of
danger than the latter. In a_dry season,
twigs of the woods
the hunter has a light foot who
can get within sange of hin.
for the remaining anionals, ol
still sx;\nered in small numbers [hroug
out all the large ranges of the North-west,
but wel into the inferio of them. Black
met in all mountin coun-
tes rhmughour this region, apparently
with no predilections in favor of particular
localities. While not so bold as the other
varieties, their homes are, nevertheless,
zenera]lv nearer the settlements than those
6f the grizzly or cinnamon. The grizzly
yet furnishes adventure for hunters i
this portion of the West, the R
asade ranges still conmmmg respectable
numbers o ast year,
among the Bear Pru Mountains, séveral
miles only from the writer's present post,
one of these gentlemen have a very warm
reception to a_party of Assinniboine In-
dians hunting in the vicini ing one,
and breaking the leg of 4 squaw, on
whom he by for many hours—the wo-
n with wonderful cunning and nerve
sxmn].a[mg death uncil i ene ate
the monster was killed. On a hunt in
the Rockics st autumn, 1 sivw, within
several days, the fresh track of at least a

now
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half dozen of these bear, though the snow
was oo deep for us to readily follow them.
During the first weeks of snow-fall in this
range, in the early autumn, any hunter
who has “lost any bear.” and who is
energetic enough to follow a trail to the
end, can generally get all the sport of this
kind that he wants. There are a_few
moose, it is said, in the Rockies of the
North, and in the vast ranges of Idaho and
Western Montana, but they are probably
wery few. 1 have never yet been
enough fo come across them, They have,
in all the hunts T have made, been like
the famous yellow dog in the race, “jest
a leetle ways ahead”

Mountaify sheep and goats have pro-
bably been destroyed in fewer relative
numbers than any other western game.
The former is very shy and is met at pre-
sent, as a rule, only in the most rugged
and’ sequestered mountains; though up
to a few years ago he was found in con-
siderable abundance among the bad lands
of the Missouri and in the smaller ranges.
He does not range so high on the moun-
tain-side as the goat, and the first snow
often drives him down towards the foot-
hills. His hide is of little value, but his
bones form magnificent trophies on ac-
count of their immense size and sym-
metry. His flesh is juicy, tender and
well flavored. On the expedition into the
Rockies, spoken of just above, we saw a
good many bands of sheep and bagged a
number of them, besides several goats.
The goat is much’less wary and suspicious
than the sheep, but fortunately for him,
he has chosen his home amid ‘the loftiest
peaks of the Rockies and Cascades, an
is generally to be gotten only on the very
summits of even these. The sportsman
who seeks him need not be the best of
stalkers or marksmen, but he must be a
fearless and energetic climber and have
a heart and lungs that will work freely
above timber-line. It is, usually, pure
love of glory and “defring-do’ that
tempts one to’ the hunting of this dweller
among the clouds, for its meat is tough,
musky and unpalatable, and neither hides
nor horns are of any particular value as
prizes.

To sum up the situation,’ as stated
above, it may be said that in the next year
or two large game will have practically
disappeared” from all the praities of the
North-west, and that the hunter’s only
resort will then be the mountains of the
larger ranges. Fortunately, these furnish
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a reservoir which it will fake another gen-
cration to seriously diminish, and which
will never be entirely exhausted. Few o
those who have not traveled much in the
West have any idea of the vastness of ifs
mountain system, cither s regards the
number of ranges, or their grandeur in
height and extent A relicf map of our
continent will convey some nofion of it.
In scarcely any part of the country men”
tioned_above—that is, anywhere between,
say, Central Montana and the Pacific
coast—is it possible to travel for a wholc
day without the eye's resting on some
lofty peak or bold mountain chain. Many
of these are actually unrepresented by a
single line on many of the so-called_maps
of the West On others, magnificent
mountain areas are indicated by merely
the thinnest line of hachures. Look on the
map, for instance, at the banks of the
Salmon River, Idaho, and you will proba-
bly sce the fopographical indications of
what scems nothing more than a_narrow
range of small mountains, or hills. By
the map one might judge if, in fact, fo be
ocality for wheat-raising, of town

loth and get thia if the trackisas iwases
of mountains that proved so difficult of
passage to.the indomitable Bonneville
and which he penetrated only by the
daring feat of descending the current of
the Salmon through the heart of them.
This range extends more than 200 miles
up the Salmon, and, though its limits,
where it runs into other ranges north
and south of the river, are ill defined, its
breadth is, perhaps, from a hundred to
a hundred and fifty miles. North of the
almon it combinés, near the Montana

line, with the Bitter Roots, Coeur d'Ale-
nes, Clearwaers, Rockics, and others of
local names, in a system vast and im-
penetrable enough to furnish cover for all
the game of the, United States for cen-
turies to come. Most of its divides are
but mass upon mass of rugged peaks,
capped with crernal snow, and impassa-
ble to almost any living thing. The
writer has made numerous expeditions
into various parts of this wilderness;
among them a scout, that will always be.
memorable o him, up the north bank of
the Salmon, in 1850, We had thirty Umna-
tilla_and Nez Percé scouts; six “sheep
cater’ Bannocks, as guides and scouts;
fifty picked mounted men, and a pack”
train of seventy-six mules. With this ex-
pedition, perfectly equipped and splen-
didly organized for mountain travel, we
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were several weeks in making our way
across only some 150 miles of country—
cutting our path through dense pine
thickets and fallen timber, toiling over
steep mountains of rock, floundering
through snowy torrents and deep, bogay
cafions, and finally, rafting the swilt,
ice-cold current of the Salmon, and emerg-
ing, after two months' arduous labor,
from the southern outlets of the ran
The miners, who, on our entrance into
this particular part of it, had warned us
of the difficulties of travel before us, had
scarcely exaggerated them. Among. other
noteworthy experiences was a snow
storm which lasted the greater part of
two days—the 3rst of August and st of
September! But what were snow storms
to us, in a land full of pleasant daily ad-
venture, and stocked in ‘every stream and
valley with all varieties of trout, salmon
andfour-footed game! We fairly rev-
cled in sport.

The hunter and adventurer may take
heart at the thought that thousands of
nooks and valleys among these moun-
tains are still unexplored, and much of its
game still ignorant of the existence of
man. Several lines of railroads offer him
convenient_approaches to_the country
from both East and West. His best sea-
son will be from the last part of July, or,
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better, the st of August, to the last of
September. He will thus avoid the mos-
quitoes and flies, the worst pest of the
mountain cafions during the earlier sum-
mer, and will find the snow sufficiently
gone to enable him to travel. Stout pack
animals (mules and apargios are, by far,
the best), and a good, strong outfit of
clothing and material generally, are very
important recE\isires to any expedition
expecting the best success.

“ivilian sportsmen from the East some-
times come West with all sorts of articles
of sport and apparel that are unsuitable to
the country, and, on the other hand,
omit others which they find out the value
of only when too late fo procure them.
It is impossible to lay down fixed rules
as to the necessities of such an outfit.
Articles needed in one locality are useless
incumbrances, perhaps, in another. Many

f our Eastern' dealers in sportin

issue, in their catalogues, lists o
ensables,” and many Eastern sportsmen
ave written columns of advice for the
“camper out,” that are perfectly impracti-
cable and absurd when applied to West-
ern hunting. In a future paper I shall
venture upon a few suggestions that, it is
believed, will be of value to the hunter
who wants to equip himself for 2 summer
in Western mountains.




