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Theodore Roosevelt,
Trail Blazer Among
Hunter-Conservationists

By ASHLEY HALSEY, JR. Service o supervise forest reserves, began the re-
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ow and forever after, President Theodore
Roosevelt, who appears with his favorite rifle
on the cover of this issuc, must rescmble a hun
puzzle or enigma to those Americans who arbi
trarily raise a rigid mental barrier between hunting
and conservation and between war and peace.
During his lifetime, 1858-1919, Theodore
Roosevelt became typed as two hyphenated things:
nservatonst.

naker,

Py thowe xccmmgly  conllicting roles bafle
some who fail t intell
erests, Bat what Ihcy ropird grom fneon-
titences mido partect harmny i i . 8
They do 1o tha ey In the miaids of millons of
Americans.

g

s 1 vigorous big-game bunter, TR could hard.
Iy wai t vacate the White House to go on afar
in there and in both A
took grlzzhcs Imns slephants and much clie
such zest that i atooalt cocs ok
tured a varlch of wildite Climbing into the tall
timber in terror of him.

et n his youth he wrot fderly ofsmall bird
in tho Adisoeecks sad o Long an
the first two of hi y 20 outdoors books. A
our youngeet President, suc:ctdmg the assassi-
nated William McKinley at 43, Mr. Roosevel
Setablshod our fret 51 Fodera bied sanchuries,
beginning at Pelican Island, Fla., in 1902 and
spreading through a third of the States and Terri-
tories by 1909, He expanded the National Park
System and the first National Game Preserves,
increased National Forests by more than 43 million
acres in one year, reorganized the U.S. Forest

building of the nearly extinct bison herds, created
the National Conservation Commission and the
Inland Waterways Commission, and set up the
Natonal Monumens sysiem to proect e naturs
wonders of the Nation.

As a lieutenant colonel of volunteer cavalry, the
vaunted regiment of “Rough Riders”, he led a mad
scramble up San Juan Hill in the Spanish-Ameri-
can War with a momentum that later carried him
10 two terms (1901-09) in the White House, and
he told in explicit terms of killing a foeman with
his revolver.

Yet he became the first and only President of
the United States ever to receive the Nobel Peace
Bros, fo medining the peace teay tist cnded
e Rumo-fapuness W of 190405, gad aecoa
ing o the Encyclopedis Briansica he “suggested
th possiilit of » Leagee of Nasins toe e pre-
gl years before World War T broke

ut.

Important IImugh the rifle on our cover was to
the mbolizes only part of his life and
beodinllo oo
only as a legendary bi
towering pioneer figure in conservation at an carly

The encouragement of a proper hunting
spirit, a proper love of sport, instead of being in-
compatible with a love of nature and wild things,

(location of the Roosevelt family home) which
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has been settled for three centuries and
least wild districts

example, only thru the efforts of sports-
men. If they were never shot at ll they
would increase so that the farmers would

have them kept down through legitimate
unting
“In addition to_being a_true sports-
man, and not a game butcher, in addi-
g 0 bng & umane ks 4 ol

fully study and record ik of e
wild creatures.
mphasiing restraint, TR also com-

i e never sousht to make large

unter should not be a game

ooy I syt 1 kil
gerous or noxious animals ..

ame shoud ony be Shot when thee

d for meat o for the sike of an

Obviously, TR knew when o lower
his rifle as well as when to shoulder it;
how to hold hi

Special acknowledgment is d

three Boone & Crockett Club

s, NRA Firt Viee Presdent € K.
or John

riuson,

Firearms Museum.




although he has reservations regarding
andguns
Do Loy sacsanyt o TR
a buck-toothed cavalryman charging u
smoky San Juan Hill his most endmmg
publc m:mcvnnwm now stands f
gamorous but far more mb.
Santa feld of S it
rechristened ec ~ of

roup
“outstanding  big-game
N T e vloossred in et

‘While President, Theodore Roose-

messages, n 1907, Mr.

ter-

sogeraion pogi dpeend
r the Un

|n n eeplng hm same records, the B. &

s known, has focused sports-

i i 5 ey T than

ity oo padiy Np 45 ot ey

than are on conservation rather
than on sxcemwe:

‘The Boone & Crockett Club sprang

objects of the

he five
lub n bis own words, Number Thres

%o work for the prservaion of the
large game of this country, and, so far

merican Rifm o, bt e
s St e O i e
oAty s Gt e 1 15

ding e “prmarien ot "oy
e i, o ot
B e N e

in connection with marksmanship
and the

,

come 4 Life Member and en

s personal check for the amount,
n $25.

3 poulte, to futhe egidaton for
 purpose, and 1o assist in enforcing
g e

e President in 1901-09, Mr.
Roceceelt founded five major Natonsi
Parks, in Colorado, Oklahoma, Oregon
and Both Dakotas, He ali siabihed
four large game re rizona,

Montans, Ociahoma.and Washington

lvays s sapper, “Teddy Roosvet
hesitate 10 tangle with those who

phasized the imporance of eting wside
rves at a time when lumbering

e daesing sy e I 1900
the start of his second term, he signed
e Wl reang Wi i ow e Y%
t Service, an agency intended to
briiny the g mwmg forest reserves.
vt bogan_ wdding

woliailions o erw 10 t forest
reserves 5o fast and furiously hat he ran

‘Appropriations Bill to deny the
iy to. caablih adioos

foret reserves n the Northwest timbr-
try. T

with a choice of having to yield or to

Yoo the eatie i, & move that vould
have angered the important farm vote.
Bt in the 10 days allowed by law 1o

roashad, Me: Roowevelc maranoed (8
Governors of all the States to a Whit
Hous

the pmzum i Aoy inpins

1, Theodore Roose-

{ North Amerian big game in fair

"Anearly.achievement of the con-
nt was rescuing the

p.
clor in the overall
game. conservation  picture. has

7e:

been_the

BOONE & CROCKETT CLUB
FOSTERS CONSERVATION

el

Boone & Crockett Clubls

NRA Director

clab presdest and
John E: Rhea

mpstion to “mke th

Sookis iy, tes

reby preserving the
best of the breeding stock,” Mr. Rhe

explaing
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servation that he had launched.
“Roosevelt’s most significant and far-
sighted_accomplishments as President

in the field of conser-

riiag, Ho argied. thal
the greatest asset of the United States,

outside of its people, was its natural re-
sources. ... Had Roosevelt done nothing
else as President, his g
stil have been ensured by what he did
in conservation.”

aturally, such an outdoorsman ap-
preciated rms as implements
and also loved fine guns for the artstry
they  represented. Fortunstely, being
bom to welth, M. Rooevet s able
o satty bis tastes ainly

Winchester-Colt._devotee who

liked custom-built arms and fine engray-
ing by such masters as L. D. Nimschke
and John Ulrich. While President, he
kept hi secretary, William

tive Committeeman, in constant corre-
spondence wit er and others
10 order out and obtain just the guns

velt wanted for his ex-

peditions into the wilds, His gun interest
wem ln back n\ h\s
‘Theodore and his
orthr Bl ayedwi- oy B
“Their father, Theodore Roosevelt, Sr,
preferred horseback riding to gu
eral fine guns
some duck hunting on Oyster Bay, Long
Island, N.Y.,
Ymml Teddy's first gun, aside
s vas Sy e 120 French
pinfre shotgun given him by
Robert when o was 15, That was th
e that e s widic and
iwxidermy with Jobn G. Bl onc-me
Coaguil of t oot S
Rudibon by the (A of 1876, whet b
entered Harvard University, young
Roosevelt was a dedicated outdoorsman
despite his bothersome spectacles, slight
build and bushy sideburns in the city
ude (now “mod) syle, which he soon
shaved of,
“Troubled by poor eyesight nearly all
his life, he compensated for it by ob-
ng. methodicaly fited riffe stocks
and seeking out the best possible sights
that suited him, “Poor eyes
Theodore to take extra care
R L. Wilson says in his book. "By
suring that stock fit and size were just
tight, he could shoot faser and more
accurately.”
Although the young. Roosevelt went
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1903 Springfeld. Srter
#0009, was put to good use during 3
Fridonil bear k1 1905,

i
TR Model

huntingin Maine i 1879 it specia

s Borchardt *Old Relsbe” Mid-
Rlnge AD2W singieaho as later
o use b Deati e ad ol

ot 30 oolepat s sttt poek
erence for lever-action Winchesters. His

special factory orders for them reveal
his precise 1
The bad of itk rifle that he

psfered and several models
liburs. had i fclowing o
Charactristes: 28" barrel, half round
alf octagon, with a_half I=nmh
magazine, deluxe stock with pistol
nd checkared forearm, and caehard-
ened receiver or fram
¢ of this distinguished line of
lever-action Winchesters in the Roose-
velt battery fulfilled all the specifications
d as ideal
1876 in cal, 4575, serial No. 38647,
H ordered it and u Model 1873 i cal.
20 in 1883, Both arrived during a
period of personal ckspal sad gret In
1884,
A tho time, M. Roosvat tad loxt
both his wife and mother by
death, so unexpectedly that his —
Elliott was quoted s saying, “There is
curse on this house.” He had strug-
gled through an unsatisfying_political
experience at the 1884 Republican Na-
tional Convention in Chicago. o, haunt-

ed and saddened, he plunged into th
relative soltude of his Badlands ranch
in South Dakota to seck consolation and
escape through huntiny

wsky Model 1876 and its com.
pelon pice were shpped t b wih-
out sights, as he specifie were
e Bt wht i Fovois lnldmg leaf
open sight, The one on he Model 1876
is marked Fre W. and G
Freund, the great Western- St
were personal friends who

ok For TR, O th sbjct o ght,

prejudiced against peep
sihtu—tbey ither did not it s eyes
or s fancy, he was ot sure wi

d “have always wsed opea. dighis”
Witk Coariing fraskns for & grest
hunter, he admitted:

“At long range, I am sorry to say, T
never was really good for anything, T
ﬂl'clm 2 lhc Wﬂ or rmm |xhl Ilike

ery open,
i a i1 b ton 2
o the front sight”
il o b oo Wbl
and socks, TR b rthing of a
handlonder a5 e passed, At fist b
ool gl s
d for the Model 1876. These con-
Shied 24 votrly sarocon ndloaty 66
a 350-gr. flatnosed bullet in front o
75 grs. of powder, As substitutes for
blackpowde came on the markel, bow:
TR worked own_potent
)\»nd\o'\dw A 30 bollo pont kg
d by 85 grs. of Orange Lightning
ke, Wi 4 ook i
this load.

The Model 1876 served as Theodore
Rooeevaes miinatay tocs 1687 hrongh

ing well over 100 head o
bgilityes Sogboo ol
continent, Ever meticulous about keep-
ing his guns in perfect working order,
he sent it back to the factory at New
Haven four times for adjustments or
ovethal

Indiaton of tow much TR
reled upon s 4575 s given in bis
own acc pmparalmm Tor s
Yngihy bunting lnp in the Big Hom
prick Mg it Foatiery
d ammunition: Colt Si

volver with 150 cartridges; 10-ga. choke-

00_shells; .

once 1 h ude a very suc-
cessful hunting trip,” he wrote later to
et I took 16 days travllog
(by wagon) before I reached the foot



o hesnow-cappd Big Horn range. We

s o the
e v 1ok o

1 shot all the kmm o s
tains  afforded, out after

vesks during wmch ime 1 kiled thres
iy bear,six el e of e have
Teagaifcon eads snd il look wel &
B ot 5= 50 K e o
deer, grouse and trout a5 we needed
the bl -« 1 was more dnaious for
the quality than the quantity of my bay
+._. Treally shot well this time.
TR and his guide almost walked up
to the st iy Dt he ot It v
estcluttered. with
o ot i o visibility
ment. The big bear had fallen

billg o gl cuiom,

but quickly roused up. The guide

it jut in time. *Cocking my nﬁe bl
TR said later, T

ot et o 1 facswith m reat
bear, who was less th

o 2t Atz
such a place it was very necessary to
Kill him at the fist fir
Doubless my face ws st i e
the blue barrel was as st a rock
a5 1 glanced along it untl 1 could see
the ot bewt iy btren b

two sinister-lookin;
dmitted that m
immediately after firing, in case the
bear charged, but his Dl caught it
actly between the eyes and it went
down. forever, It we cighed ovr hall s
ton and measured ne . long.
X cathonc it ol !e:vur o
his Model 1876 Winchester. It was, he
ot in Huning Tripsof o Rane wchrian,
the first of

Jumped aside’

y Roosevelt fired almost
vyt o e s el
able during i ctme, 1381910
s Auihar R, 1. Wison says in bis
ook Tiheoidore Rooseeels Ou

of nearly S0 weapons of many ypes
and makes.

Wincheser was by far b e

Freand, Walard, Bulad, e »xpru-r
field Armory, Webley, Holland &
Tiotand, o, Mosnlkhersch:

TR Used Many leferent Guns

mmm...nm rlnmhnln— o Fred
Adolph; handguns

&' Ve, Lags, i
shotguns by
Thomas, Kennedy, Fox, and W
Scott & Son.

He s it it racicall

T 4T, 4575, 4530, 48120,
5, 50150, ind 500/
450] shoigums—s, 10, 12, 16, and

a grizzly to a big-horn, 1t is handy to

ther on foot or on horscback,
dtomes % 1p 1 e shoner e ey
as a shotgun. It is absolutely sure, and
thers 1 86 rcol o far and distuch the
sim, whl it cares securaly qute s

far as a wi
of cetainty; and. the bulet, \vc\ghmz
4 oz, is plenty large enough for a
thing on this continent

ed the unstnting
author R. L. Wilson, who said
it in his book on TR (p. 47): “The

1647 is 4 spectacular
gun, one of the finest Model 1876 Win-
Shesers known—and certlnly he most
historic.  This fle held by

Rooseelt in posing fo th frontipiecs
o i st bi game ook Huming i
of & Ranshas w1t o opeurs B
severa origonl photographs, dravings
and prints from the mid 1880

mmm, !hlmmh
ork City dealer, are the
nown Aoty of Al bl aosany

“Both TR's Model 1876 and s s

TR's .45-75, shown in color, p. 15, was
done up tohis specific order, as were

bear. Freund sights as
is weak eyes aim better, he felt




companying Model 1873 bore one dis-

‘2 magnificent bear and that of the latter
SN e el .
it fan

m mv:m] ot i Colo Pern

aps his
ighly decorated handgun, now in

anrvﬂrd Libarycolction wasa Colt
Single-Action in cal. 4440 with 714"
bmm-J i No. 53548 Tis e ordered
white” from the factory in 1883,
at lppmmmnwly e sme tme tht i
ordered his

Upoa ecep

wo e inchester
t, TR had it luﬂy =nmwa

by L. D. Nimschke, one of
ters at the art.

ol
Tt vas then godplted

e rigt
" si il N
St i 44wt
was similarly S et
‘mother-of-pearl gri
ne or the ulbﬂ o the w0 g 44
4o usaly sw

George S. Patton, who ore a
pipped rvolver in much bate et
TR as an officer
carried a regular ser
combat in
Army, serial No. 1633
sandard 6 barr, e e 4nd b
ips. This revolver had a romantic:
hlxlory Shiped o
1895, it s said to have been issued
TR M oot e s s
it ihe dip when an explosion, ank
It w
e hy Wllhnm s

hip_or
s il
ry-

itk
Covis, TR' broter

Meine, TR weee e, 1 Kl s pan
fard with the pstol Wi gave me which
was raked up from
Those ks :ennmmu may hav
seemed strange, even bloodthiraty, by
pmeibiiste sl
m may be re

to the Russo-Jap-

ediator in that distant
confict in whlsh the iting s and lnd
forces of a ized Japan crushed
gl ol
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T s o nuum mn bore double o sto this rine wich

on us” at just
R i ss

fleets and armies, Mr. Roosevelt restored
an uncasy peace 1o Asia that lasted ex-
et for minor ciashes uotl Japnse
aprmeion gl Mk 3 o o
o ntury Tuter, The
peace treaty was signed, of all places
at Portsmoutt, Nt
souwveni, the victoriow Japa-

nese Aduirsl Togo, conquerce o€

i e, prsend Mz, Roosevet
years later wl(h 1 Blgan-made Nogant
Tevolser tken from 8 capured Russian
the

=

battle in
S ot Irpaa. 1t reavis i cue of 8
Rl s ot i o
For a public who held all the
S Freponsbities of e e
. Roosvet always rc

{he thditional fathely responsioit
techingthe younge generation toshoot.
ral accounts of his conscientious
ud in this mpm have survived. Son
f it. His cousin Nicholas
Romevels ot s doatad port of gk
prctcsunder NRA Lite Member Tho-
velt st Sgamore Hil, TR's

Lwn! i

s i v el
Bt 1o waioh thrgt pracics sod then

TR vorshipped regiary al e
then Gra
Nk Wesingion hosdqvarion”

alloped full

' rhino is Capt. Arthur Slatter, a local rancher

to take it. He had a small rifle
range in v sae Bollow und oot only
kept up his own skl as a marksman,
which was conidrabl,but ato taughi
s youngstes how o shoot, We began
vt and, if 1 remember rightly,
ot s 3030, He
tailed_instructior d
Tondig o e O detng sim-
‘and, above all, the manners of
range. He warn
pointing a gun, whether loaded or not,
1 sayans, inywher, ty Tes. Avaong
the fom sicacions 1 1ams of s o
ing sharpnes any of us young-
o et I e ek ey it

v s do

I wriingthe forsword o the R. L.
lson book on TR, Archibald Roose-
veh ,the st survivor o four fhiing
three of whom died while serv-

mg in nu ‘World Wars, began with these

am one of those fortunate ones
who Bk & e W Sk
and made the effort 10 instill in his sons
e ofthe grea outdoors, He aught
discomforts and hard.
Ships that ttnd spot inthe open flds
and wilderness, and 10 accept them as
a challenge to our manhood.
“Although he did not know or care
about the science of ballstics as applied
1o the sportng il he coud teah bis
o o 5 oot ittt
themslvs n the .p.
o gt than a0y Kluory
Ty o o 10 of

months at Oyster Bay, we would often
£0 10 our rather amateur target range—
its extreme length about 200 yds.—and

ino out esnt, we vould b set of, of
my father wobld tke w o, on & isip
ter big gam
'1 am il et to my athar for
sivi sch an excllen boyhood
Trining in outdoor lfe



