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WOLVES

HE largest and_most formidable example of the
canine genus found within the limits of our ter-
ritory is the wolf, of which there are several
different species.

he most conspicuous of these for size,

strength, courage, and fleetness, is the

Gianc Wolt” (Lupus Gigas, Townsend),

which is found i limited tumbers here

ere over but few parts of our forest
dapics,

In common with all canine animals
wolves are carmvomus, and in hunting
gregarious, and probably the most indis-
Siiinately persitent plunderers In pro-
curing their food that exist within' the
i kingdom.

Nocturnal in their prod hey seldom perpetrate their maraudings during
the day-time, and I have rarelv over haard of thelr Atacking persons unless, as some-
times has occun'ed Jvhen they were roduced to a state of survation during severe
winters when deep snows had covered their customary means of subsistency

lany years Ago T heard of one scemingly well authenticated instance where a
poor_man and his wife living near Platteville, Wisconsin, while going on foot one

evening to a_neighbor's at a time when the snow was deep, were attacked by a

lusge pack of staved wolres, and fought them off for some considerable time as

they hurried along toward their destiration, \mn.\ lnFt the man secing_they
yrere likely to"be overcome told his wife he' would run ahe

755 amvistarics, and woiy o went Jeaving the pior oman o fight the bacde alone,

and when he'returncd. with help nothing was found of his wife but h

About this early period in the settlement of that ity s o o
thioyghout all the ‘section west of the Lakes, and it was seldom that 2 person

weling over the prairies did not see many of them every day; but their ap-
pearance created no'more alarm than a fox o 4 rbbit would have done.

Those wolves, for the most part, consisted of the gray, white and prairie varieties;
the black wolves were very scarce, and 1 never but once to my knowledge
encountered a Giane

ing one winter, I think it was about 1834-s, while T was stationed at Gre

Bay, Wikcontin, T acquired 2 fondness for huntivg under the wition of that cclebrated
sporeman, Captain Martin Scott, to whose company I was for several years attached

is identity will, perhaps, be more readily recognized when I mention the
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fact that he was the identical Captain
Martin Scott to whom the Coon surren-
dered), and as our tastes were quite
congenial in the sporting line, we enjoyed
many a pleasant hunting excursion to-
gether.

The Captain kept a large pack of hounds
besides several other choice varieties of
thoroughbred dogs, and he owned a noted
colored boy named Jack” for whom he
paid five dollas 2 pound, and afterwards
set free. He also had several beautiful
thoroughbred horses. Indeed his huntin
equipment was of the most complete an
recherché character throughout.

¢ was a nagive of Yermonc, a_poor
farmer's son, and without applying for it,
received the appointment of erisign in the
regular army during the war of 1812, be-
ore_he had an opportunity of obtaining
much education, He did not, therefore,
possess any special predilection’ for literary
pursuits or amusements.

His tastes ran more in_the direction of
out-door pastimes; he knew all about
horses, dogs, and all kind of game
quadrupeds, but his knowledge of the
other_every-day affairs of humanity was
very limited. In a word, he was a queer
old bachelor, who gave but little heed to
social or domestic matters.

ndeed, so ignorant was he on these
subjects, that about a week after the birth
of one of my children, he called me aside,
and solemnly in a low tone of voice in-
quired if the little girl had got her eyes
open yet. 1 said: “Of course; what do
you miean by such a questions"

“Why,” replied he, “I thought they
did not get hem opened until nine days
after they were born.” :

uring the ensuing winter a trapper
came to the fort one morning and in-
formed Scott that he had caught an
enormous wolf in one of his traps the
preceding night, and had followed him
until he came in sight, but he was so

Captain to take his dogs and pursue him.
To wehich the Captain willingly assented.
Whereupon we mounted our horses, an
with twenty-five or thirty dogs, several of
them very large stag hounds, and all in
good fighting condition, started under the
guidance of the trapper, who ook us to
wWhere he had last seen the animal, and
from thence we followed his trail for
about three miles, when it lefe the land
and turned off upon the ice of Green Bay,
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where the trap, scratching the ice, made
a distinct trace, which enabled us to fol-

Tow it without difficulty.
ter going a short distance we dis-
about a_mile in advance

covered the wolf
making off so fast that it required rapid
riding to overtake him, and when we did,

the dogs at first paid 1o attention to him,
but ran along by his side apgarenly think-
ing it was oné of them. Shortly after-
wards, however, while we were all, men,
horses, dogs and wolf, running helter skel-
ter along over the smooth icé in the ut-
most confusion, one of the largest dogs
Rappened inadvertenty o touch the side
of the wolf, when he received a savage
snap from the huge jaws of the sturdy
beast that made him howl with agony and
limp away with his tail between his legs.
Soon afterwards, another dog that hap-
pened fo be near the wol n
the same ferocious manner and ran off
uttering the most dismal cries.

These hostile demonstrations on the
part of the enraged monster soon ap-
prised the entire pack that there was in
their midst a_most formidable adversary,
and many of the dogs afterwards kept
their distance, while some of the most
timid insisted upon giving up the contest
and joining the stragglers in the rear. But
o feiv of e boldest old hounds ket up
their courage and made several plucky
attempts to tackle the animal while he
was making good running with the in-
cumbrance of the heavy trap upon his
leg, but whenever any one, of the dogs
came within his reach he invariably re-
ceived a_terrible snap which inflicted a
wound like the thrust of a burcher knife;
and thus the chase continued until nearly
all the dogs were either so badly wounded
or so much inimidated by the sad spec-
facle of their braver companions lyin,
bleeding upon the ice that the were a
vircually “hors du combat.” The “Giant
wolf” ad achieved a most decisive vic-
fory, but what surprised me most, was
that during the entire chase, although sur-
rounded by a large concourse of men,
horses and_dogs, and impeded by the
ponderous clog, he never came fo bay, or
slackened his speed until he was at last
shot down by one of the party.

e proved to be a full grown specimen
o iant wolf® species of such ex-
traordinary proportions that Captain Scott,
who had doubtless seen and killed more
large game than any other sportsman of
his day, pronounced this to be in size,
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speed, courage and endurance_the most
remarkable wolf he had ever beheld.

He certainly was an enormous fellow,
much kuger than any one 1 had ever be"
fore encountered, and I had seen hundreds
if not thousands of gray and white wolves.

s this special variety of wolf is so very
rare and so difficult to procure, I have
thought it quite probable that its attributes
might not have been generally understood
by naturalists, and that ultimately when
it becomes better known it might, perhaps,
be regarded as a new species of the canine
genus.

far as my experience extends 1 have
never, with fwo exceptions, known of
another wolf like the one 1 have en-
deavored to_describe.

ne of these exceptions was witnessed
by Col. Geo. A. McCall, of the Army, an

wean or ouawt wour. (Lipus Gigas)

intimate friend of mine and an ardent
sportsman, as well as an enthusiastic
student of natural history, with whom I
have had some very pleasant and success-
ful hunting excursions in Western and
Southern 5.

In a letter of his to a friend in 1851, he
described an encounter he participated in
with a Giant wolf, which interested me so
much and is so pertinent to the subject,
that I have ventured to introduce the sub-
stance of a portion of the narration here,
especially as it is corroborative of my
views regarding the peculiarities of that
animal.

The Colonel stated that while he was
stationed at Fort Gibson many years ago,
the wolves were so abundant that the
officers of the garrison, having but few
amusements, were in the habit of
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frequently chasing them with greyhounds.
hat once in a while (but very seldom) a
Giant wolf, which was easily recognized
v his shyness and fleetness, as well as by
his size, was seen, but as the beast was 3
nocturnal prowler, and generally on the
“qui wive” during the day, it was with the
utmost difficulty chat horsemen could ap-
proach him without being discovered,
When they were so far away that they
were generally enabled to teach cover
before the greyhounds could overtake
them, so chat the huntsmen were often
deprived of their sport by the superior
vision and speed of the game.
pon a certain occasion, however, th
were informed by a Cherokee farmer liv-
ing a few miles from the fort, that a Giant
wolf was nightly frequenting the vicinity
of bis houss, but that he had thus fir
cluded all their efforts to Kill or
him, and he would be much gratified if
the ‘officers would come over with their
dogs and endeavor (o tack him 1o his
air,

Accordingly, a few nights afterward a
arty of officers, and among them my
riend Colonel McCall, mounted their
horses, and, with a pack of hounds,
started for the farmer’s house, reaching
there about daylight, in time to give their
horses and dogs a short breathing spell
before entering on the chase,

Tt so_happened, however, that the dogs
struck the trail néar the house, and being
uncoupled, away they went in_full cry
and speed, showing that the Giant was
close before them.

For some time the wolf kept within the
cover, along the banks of a_bayou, where
he biled the dogs at fifst, but firding at
Length that the cover did not afford suf-
ficient security from his pursuers, and

i hiness of his heels, he
into the prairie and
fook 2 straight run for the hill, makin
rapid coursing for about three miles, when
he again took cover, but the dogs did not
allow him much repose, as they were soon
up near him and forced him to take o the
open prairic again. In this manner the
wolf made several bold dashes from one
cover to_another, closely followed by the
dogs and horsemen, and it was not und
hal-past eight o'clock, A. M., that he was
brought to bay.
hie denouément of the canine tragedy
was brought about in this way: The wolf
was approaching near

R

the cover after one
of his dashes in the open—his speed some-
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what relaved and the dogs and horsemen
close up to him in the rear—when he
fered 2 large inclosed field that separated
Him from The thicket he was coursing for,
which he_ succeeded in crossing, and but
a short distance before him was thick
cover, with running water, which, if he
could” have reached, he would have been
safe. He was perfectly conscious of this,
but did not accurately calculate the
amount of strength necessary to clear
the obstruction of a very high fence.

Vithout the least hesitation, however,
he boldly dashed at the formidable
obstacle, which alone separated him
from the desired cover, but as he a
tempted the lofty vault, ‘his, head struck
the upper rail, and he turned a backward
somersault and dropped heavily upon the
ground. )

Here a_shout of triumph from the
hunters broke upon, his ear, which
aroused all his remaining energies for a
Tast effort fo effect his escape, but he 1eas too
nearly exhausted to meet the exigency,

upon the ground.

Men, horses and dogs were the next

i 5" i, neverthe-

moment closing atoun
into the

less, he crawled

he dashed against them with

chest. Others, time after time, returne
to the attack, but made but little impres-
sion upon the beast, whose rear an.
flanks were defended by the angle of the
fence. With each successive round, do
after dog was more or less wounde
by the violent snaps of the Giant’s jaws.

" Colonel McCall said, “Here upon the
right sat a poor, inoffensive lookin
hound, now writhing in agony an

howling piteously, his ears droopin,

lower than ever, while he cast a furtive
glance at his lacerated back and si
just released from the jaws of the
Wolf; there on the lefc lay sprawling an-
other, whose case seemed even more
hopeless than the first.

Several pistols were now drawn_to
dispatch the beast and save the dogs, but
the mélée was such that the chances of
Killng the dogs were greater than of sav-
ing them, and o shors were fired.

“At léngth, however, the dogs and
wolf became s much echausted, dhat the
latter was knocked on the head with a
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heavy club, and thus fell the ‘Giant wolf;
after rapid coursing and severe fighting
for five and a half Successive hours.

A few weeks after this Lieutenant
Charles Hoskins, of the Army, a bold
rider and an_ardent sportsman, who was
stationed at Fort Gibson, and one of the
chief participants in the scenes just de-
Scribel, hai another severe encounter
with a Giant wolf, near the same locality.

ne pleasant day during the month of
June he rode out from the fort to breathe
the fresh prairie atmosphere, with several
of his greyhounds leisurely following at
his heels. He did not anticipate seein;
game of any kind, and was not arme
With even a penknife, but as he was riding
along near some bushes, suddenly from
the midst of a dense clump directly at his
side, out sprang a Giant wolf. Of course,
the ' Licutenant was greatly astonished.
but, cool and collected, as he always
was, he launched his horse and dogs upon
the ‘beast instantly, and before they
run fifty yards they had him by the flank
and stopped, when a furious fight com-
menced, and was continued for a goo
while, with fluctuating prospects of victory
and defeat, until both om ettt b
quite exhausted, and finally the wolf lay
upon the ground in the centre, with his
tongue hanging from his jaws, and at a
fw feet the dogs around him, panting and
bleeding terribly, while poor Hoskins sat
upon his horse a silent spectator of the
tragi scene, and wichout wespons, toally
unable to put an end to it.

When at length he thought the dogs
had recuperated a little from their recent
struggle e called on them to_retur to
the charge, but old Cleon, a veteran of

strength and courage, was the only
one of the pack that responded o the
summons. He sprang fiercely at the
wolfs throat; the latter, however, who
managed to rise upon his fore-feet, by a
well-timed snap, seized Cleon by the
neck and retained his hold with all his
might.
his was more than Hoskins could en-
dure, to see a favorite dog held helpless
in o grip that hueatened speediy 1o en
his life. He was an experienced hunter
and a_ determined man, who, poor fellow,
subsequently fell while gallantly fighting
at Monterey.
n this ‘occasion he jumped. from his
by the hind

horse and seized the wolf
leg, and, by a vigorous jerk, caused him
to release the dog, but only to find, in
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an instant, the jaws of the monster clamped
upon his own leg.

ut, fortunately for him, the animal
made 'no effort to shake or lacerate the
wound, and_therefore, with the wolf's
hind leg in his right hand and his own leg
within the wolfs jaws, he stood perfectly
quiet, while poor Cleon, whose head was
covered with blood, Iy upon_ the ground
apparently more dead than_alive.

n 2 moment, however, Cleon revived a
little and raised his head to his master,
who gave him a familiar indication that
he would be glad of his assistance, and
promptly the noble old fellow responded
to the call, and this fime made good his
hold upon the wolf's throat, which_at
once released the Lieutenant's leg. The
other dogs soon afterward, having recov-
ered their breath, also re-attacked the
wolf, and this round so disabled him that
the contest was about ended, and a_boy
happening along at this juncture, Hos-

ins, as_his only resource, unbuckled the
reins of his bridle, and, with the boy’s
assistance, put a slip noose over the wolf's
neck, and, pulling on opposite ends,
they choked him to death. Then the
Licutenant managed to ride to the fort
with all his dogs ‘except poor Cleon, who
romaied, wntil ho s sont for with @
wagon, which carried him and his adver-

V's body to the fort, where he was
received with rejoicing, and he and his
master were laid up for some time before
they recovered from the effects of their
wounds.

As wolves of large size and great ferocity
exist in great numbers in the forests of
Germany and the sequestered wilds of
Northern Russia, as well as in Scandinavia,
it has occurred to me that the species
found in_ those localities may assimilate
closely with the Giant variety.

heir ravages in_the destruction
tle have been so disastrous to the
in_some sections, as to call for the action
of the authorities in their destruction. In
weden, for example, a skall or general
hunt for wolves, bears, etc., is often or-
dered by the state, and every house ha
ing catfle had to furnish a man as con-
tingent for the hunt,

Ir. Lloyd, in his entertaining book on
“Northern Field Sports,” states that_these
skalls sometimes embrace tracts of fifty
miles in circumference, and there are often
as many as 1500 men present. A notice
of the meet is given from the pulpit; and
the entire district having assembled its

of car
natives
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the area to be hunted is sur-
men placed abour fifty yards
apart. This jmmense line simultaneously
and gradually concentrates towar

even point, making as much noise a
possible, vwhich frightens and drives before
it all the game within the inclosed area
Sometimes it takes two or three days
before all the hunters reach the prescribe
focus, during which all must bivouac at
night upon' their posts. As the cordon
decreases the circle the animals are driven
from their lairs, and become exposed to
the shots of the gunners, and it often
happens that bears or wolves finding them-
selves inclosed attempt to_break away, but
are generally secured The main object
of these battues is the destruction of the

contingents,

bears_and wolves, but other animals are
also frequently killed in large numbers.
ire, in his work on ‘Rural Sports,

says: “The battue, or wholesale slaughter
of game, is very fashionable in Germany.
Wien the King of Naples (the greatest
sportsman in Europe) was in Germany,
about the year 1702, it was said in_ the
German papers that in the different times
he had been shooting in Austria, Bohemia
and Moravia, he had killed 5 bears, 1,820
wild boars, 1,068 stags, 13 wolves, 354
foxes, 1,000  pheasants, rar rabbits,
1,625 she goats, 1635 rochucks, and 12,435
partridges.

A wolf hunt annually takes place on
the frozen surface of the Volga, one of
which s described as follows:

n the occasion of one of these enter-
tainments given by M. Yaroslov several
wolves caught for the purpose were seen
lying together in a stable, to be turned
out as_they were wanted. On the day
fixed for the sport the largest of the
wolves was produced; his mouth being
confined by a cord and a running noose,
they put him in a box upon wheels, contain-
ing one luge and two smaller chambers;
the former occupied by the wolf, and one
of the latter held a fox and the other two
hares. The then
horse down to the river, which
covered with spectators. The hares were
first let out, and were pursued by four
great Siberian greyhounds.

The wolf being unmuzzled two stout
fellows took him, ‘one by the ears and the
other by the flanks, and set him down upon
the ice, when, having looked around for
a moment, he set off as fast as he could
run. The ‘snow, however, was
the dogs though greatly inconvenienced
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by it soon came up with the wolf, while
tiwo chasseurs on horseback rode around
and headed him, at the same time barbar-
ously flogging him with their Cossack
whips, He now tumed on the dogs, bit
one of them severely, and made the others
keep their distance, contenting themselves
with baying around him.

One bf the huntsmen then dismounted
and commenced flogging him, at which
he turned round and made a snap at
his hand, and again set off runnin
and by his superior strength he would

on have tired the dogs had
chasseurs checked him.
of the horses and the blows of the whips
had tired him out the noose wi

again
slipped over his jmws, and he was lifted
info the cart and carried home for another

ay's. torment. )

Tt is probable that the ravages of wolves
in Northern Europe may have excite
such particular antipathy among the in-
habitants as to blunt their sympathies for
the brute creation. Indeed we can hardly
imagine it otherwise, after the publi
papers in 1825 issued the following official
record of the devastations committed by
wolves within the Government of Livonia
in 1823, which were as follows: 1,84
horses, 1,243 foals, 1,807 homed cattle,
733 calves, 15182 sheep, 726 lambs, 2,545
goats, 4,190 hogs, 705 dogs and 673 geese.

The wolves were formerly so_nimerous
around some of our frontier military posts
that it was difficult to keep sheep or poultry
in the vicinity, and their depredations were
perpetrated ‘with such fearlessness that
they did not hesitate to enter into the i
closures and out-buildings of the
o secure their prey.

At a new post that I established on_the
Canadian River, near the border of an
extensive prairie, there were so many
wolves that 1 could at any time during the

ay by looking off upon the prairie seé one
or more of the animals. Shortly after arriv
ing at this place I had procured for my wife
a few domestic turkeys, and as we were
then over a hundred iles from any other
white habitation she prized these birds very
highly, and had them carefully attended
to. But one night she awoke and believ-
ing there was some disturbance among
het turkeys she opened the door of the
cabin which led fo an open porch, and
then she beheld a large wolf dragging off
one of her nets, while the bird was flap-_

ing its wings and making all sorts of
noisy signals of distress, when my wife

o the in-
garrisons
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seized a stick and running at the wolf
1ade i drop, the Cukey” snd. i avey:
Just at that moment the Sentinel came up
and informed her that she had been attack-
ing a large black wolf. OF course she
was %:en suprised, but observed chat
“he her turkey, anyway.
R el et d 0 hive o
Lmse while we remained at ths post we
uld order up our horses, ol Jool-
ing to see I there were any wolves sbou
starting out with our dogs we melv
ile without sceing_one or
more of the rascals, and pointing our
reyhounds' heads towards them, away
§e) would fly at the top of their speed,
and after a short run would invariably
bring the terrified beast to bay, an
it then until we came up with the other
dogs, among which was ‘a medium sized
poipter that s one of the most sagacious
and brave animals 1 ever owne
would come boldly up within a o e
of the wolf and deiberately seat himselt
just out of the reach of the wolfs jaws,
with his eyes intendy fixed upod hit
antagonist, while the other dogs, haviny
before this_become kq\mm(ed vith dhe
efficacy of wolfish incisors, were
Vary aid thy, that they could ‘seldom be
prevailed upon to take the offensive at
cloge quarters with 2 lage woll
it Jack o o0 e, and was only
aiting for opportunity to
e Rl eyes of the wolf were
not directed at_him, and no scolding or
conxing would induce him to move until
he was perfectly ready for action. But
his own eyes never for an instant looked
away from the wolf. Indeed, 1 have
sométimes, after having my patience al-
most eth\s[ed by his delay, tried to hie
him on el aging mcenuve< or by
scolding, 17\\( it wis 41l of no he
was solely absorbed in \vanhmg the”ad-
versary, and paid no attention whatever
to me, although he was at other times
a most obedient and affectionate animal.
When proper

De was satisfied the mo-
ment: hed avrived, howeier, o
lightning flash, would lea \\pon the
wolfs, back, and fasten his jaws into his
neck a fimly as if held in o vise, and I
never knew o let go his hold untl
the wolf was past resistanee.

"This healthful and excifing sport afforded

very pleasant change from the monoton-
ous border garrison life, and we enjoyed it
exceedingly, destroying quite 2 number of
those rapacious robbers during the winter.
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Most of the American species of the
wolf genus, partake of habits similar to
hose "of their European congeners; al-
though not as large as the Lacter, they are
believed to be, according to_their size,
equally as rapacious, and make_their at-
tacks In the same manner; that is, instead
of making their teeth meet in the flesh of
their adversaries and maintaining. their
hold like bull dogs, as is the case with
most of the carnivora, the wolf strikes or
snaps furiously and repea(edlv with his
savage incisors, which infli shes
e wmu
they are maturlly great covards, yet -
befre bserved, they are the most arrant
robbers in the animal umverse

have known them to. crawl up fo a
camp at night and steal pieces of har-
nesses, and once they took out a_bridle

nder the head of a man in my

camp, and ate nearly all of the reins,
without the man’s dlscovenng his loss un"
dl the pat morming Vet as bold s chs
Would sppear to. mike him, he vall sel
oin tou ek any strange object of a sus-
jcious character.

For eample, vhile | was hunnng with
some Winnebago Indians cold
jeason during the winter of a8yt g, we
filed‘several deer

not hang them up, as it was very col
we were in a hurry to get fo camp. I was,
therefore, fearful lest the wolves (that
were very numerous in that section)
would devour all the deer before we could
turn for them, but the Indians told me
there was no danger, as they would never
touch the meat so long as the articles were
remaining upon it. Nothwithstanding
the snow was deep, and the wolves must
have been hungry at that time, we found
the meat all safe where we left it on going
there on the ioﬂowm a
The range of fhe American wolves e
(ends trom Sou(hem Tex; d

ga

Columbia, and as far north as any
exprorers have_reache

ts of Franklin and others
show that their presence was often ob-
served amid the fozen. polar regions,

hein racks, it those of 2

the deep, snows of the elevated ranges of
the Rotky Mountains, were almoss the
only evidences of animal existence. that 1
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observed in those sierras during my win-
ter_trip of 857-8.

The' prairie or barking wolves are very
numerous throughout the west and north
of our terrifory, and their predatory and
destructive traits render them very dnnoy-
ing to setclers and. travelers.

ey prove at might avound camp, and
feed upon small quadrupeds, poultry, or
on anyehing that will afford mutriment
and like the gray wolves sometimes hunt
in packs of ten or more, and pursue their
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game by reliefs, so that when one relief be-
Comes exhaused, another is ready to tal
rheirdplaces, and thus alternating they soon
run down and capture their prey. And as
strange as it may appear it is said that
when' the game is brought to bay, all the
reliefs are sure to be in at the death.

These facts T have had vouched for by
reliable guides and old mountaineers, in
whose statements 1 place confidence,
although T have never witnessed them
mysel

(Seris 10 b contimed )

A WOMAN OUT OF HER PROPER SPHERE.

BY CAPTAIN ROLAND F. COFFIN,

Author of “The History of American Yachting” Ol Sailor Yame' etc, etc

It used to be a favorite habit of mine
to drop into a public house near the
South Ferry, of an afternoon, where 1 was
nearly always certain of finding an
anciont msii wheat scquaintance T had
made, and who was always ready for a
Tass of grog or to spin a yarn, of which
he scemed to have an_uilimited stock
“There’s some things,” he said to me
one day as we sat together, “as there's
various “opinions about some folks holdin’
some to another. Now,
here’s the question as to wimmin. [
Spose no two folks can be agreed onto
them, some holdin’ that they
and others equally willin’ for to
they're blessin’s, both bein’, in my opin-
ion, right, the difficulty bein’ in the differ-
ent natures of the wimmin. As a gineral
rule, they'te nuisances on board of a ship.
whéther if's as passengers or apputen-
ances, by which latter 1 mean either in
he form of stewardesses or as wive
the skipper. It is in this here latter
that the difference of opinion mostly
comes in, some holdin’ that a skipper with
his wife along of him will be apt to git in
better society wwhen into a foreign port, and
that he will keep steadier ginerally and be
more apt for o attend to his duties closer.
Also that at sea he will, If given to hystin’,
draw it milder if the old woman are along
; s that
ill feel

Bg

than otherwise, Others ag'in
bein' as he has his wife along, he will feel

ﬁrivi]jged for to turn in each night at two
ells,"and damn anybody as calls him
afore’ mornin', and won't be apt for to
carry on to her as hard as if he ware
alorie; while in the event of a accident
the skipper will feel bound to take care of
the old woman fust and the ship next.
“Bein’ 'V reat experience of
a seafarin’ life, you'd think as I'd be able
for to settle this question right off, so as to
be satisfactory to all parties consarned;
but I must allow as its subject to doubts
dependin’ on the character of the wimmin,
and yet, of the skipper, too. I've
shiprates with skippers wives as was a
blessin’ to all on board—whose very
presence s a delight and a comfort o all
hands; and then ag’in I've scen em as was
dreadfultroublesome and as never ought
for to have been allowed for to have put
their feet on a ship's decks. For instance,
there were Old Mother Wilson, as we used
for to call her. I was shipmates with
her in the ship Kangaroo, in the car
1840, 1 think it were, bound from
New York to Havre, and she were dread-
ful wearin’ to the spirits of everybody
aboard of that ship. ‘Them time. v e
for to go right to sea from the dock. If
5o be as the wind were fair, we'd sail right
down without takin’ steam, bu if so be'as
it were ahead, we'd tow down, although
tow boats wasn't nigh as plenty as they got
to be afterwards, and it were considered




