HUNTING THE BIG GAME OF ALASKA

BEAR STALKING ON THE ALASKA PENINSULA
By JAMES H. KIDDER

n

HE year before 1 had chanced to mect
an old pilot who had the reputation
of knowing every nook and corner

of the Alaskan coast. He told me several
times of the great numbers of bears that he
had often scen in a certain bay on the
Alaska Peninsul advised me most
songly 1o
were numerous delays in getting
-umd bu fmlly, on May 31, we st s
et we had chartered
from the North Amerean Commendal Con
pany, and in two day e lnded at our
. Rarely, if ever, does
R 3o e g of sl by o 9 a2
to mect with better sport than we had
landed us with our natives,

the next month.
The schooner

two bidarkas (native canoes), and all our

visions near the mouth of the harbor.

ere

morming; in our two canocs, sta
hunters to explore this wonderful bay. A

igh tide it extends inland some fifteen
miles, but at low water is one vast bog of
elacial depori. Rugged mounnins e on

al sides, and at the base of these mountains
there are long meadows which extend out
to the high water mark. In these meadows,
during the month of June, the bears come
0 feed upon the young salt grass.

There was a long swell breaking on the
beach as we left our base of supplies, but
we passed safely through the line of break-
ens to the smooth waters beyond, and now
hesded frthe upper by, The two bidaros
Kept side by side, and Blke and I chated
together, but all the while kept he glves
conetantly xed upon the Mileties. We had

iy ae 8 e Mfase € il sk
bear was sighted; bur the wind wa
fivocsle, ad he go our sent befos we
could and. Thi loked dciddly encom

a0d we continued on n the best of
st About mddey we weat on shoce;

lunched, and then basked in the sun until
the afternoon, when we again got into
bidarkas and paddicd farther up the bay, to
iace where a wide meadow cxtends out
from the base of the mountuins. Here Ni-
Kl my head hunter, went o shor vith
e glasses, and, rising himsclf cautiously
alm the bank, took a long look at the coun-
L Tt was at once quite cvident
thae g B 'vovm somerhing, and we al
joined him, keeping well
s outupon e’ man could bt s
two large bours feeding upon the young
salt grass. They sce most un-
approachable position, so we lay and watched
m, hoping that they would move into a
more’advantageous place. After an hour or
30 they fed back toward the trees and soon
passed out of sight.

We matched 1o see which part of the
meadow cacl watch, and it fell to
my lot o go farther up the marsh. T had
b only  shrt tme n this place when

sight. We now made a
Tmow beansfl sl Sght acms the open
o itin one hundred yars.
v o, whih | hud boughr Ko
S cae Ben, hd ool with » Ml
on his stomach, trembling all over with ex-
itemant 30 by waiched the Beocs T had
plenty of time to take aim, and was in no
way excited, but missed cléan at one hun-
dred yards. ' At the report of my
bit Kimself clear from Nikolsi, who was
holding him, and at once made for the bear,
which he tackled in 2 most encouraging
manner, nipping his hecls, and then quickly
‘out of the way as the bear char
i'm xiu..d “hat one dog was nor o

..}5 while our natives kept constant watch
the great mesdow whee we had een the

day.befoes; We i ot tuenad
gl o MG b gl
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light), when one of the natives came run-
ning up 1o say that a bear was in sight; so
Blake with three natives and Stereke made
the salk. beautiful chance to watch
it from the high rocks beside our c:
ers bl 2 sppeoach o
i Blake, with his first
Shot, hit, and with. his thid, illed the
bear before it could get into’ the brush.
Stercke, when loosed, tackled the bear sav-
agely.

Unfortunately no measurements were
taken, but the bear appeared to be some-
what ‘smaller than the female 1 killed at

thin
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gide by s, and pushed up o the cxtreme
head o

success with bear; but the remains of an
old fire in the very heart of our shooting
grounds wamed us that in this section the
bears might have been disturbed; for the
Alaskan bear is very wary, and is quick to
take alarm at any unusual scent.

ack to our camp on the beach by ten
oclock, and had our first substantial meal
of the day; for we had
Aleutian habit of taking simply a cup of

Kiliuda Bay, and weighed, 1 should judge,
some four hundred and fifty pounds. It ap-
pared highet in the legs and lss e
he Kk bear, and had o shorte
s, o Al o s the Mo s
ion color on the back, aIrhnugh darker on
i lage v bl
On Friday morning, June 7, me made a
three o'clock start where we
passed the night on the beach.  The sun was
hot over the mountains for another hour,
and thee s hat great charm which comes
in the carly dawn of a summer's day. Blake
in his bidarka and 1 in mine paddled along,

Diying » Beae Skin i the Fiekl

tea and a piece of bread, in order to make
the carliest of starts cach morning.
ay breakfast we usuall

: bt chis day 1
‘was not sleepy, and so read for a while; then
Vloaded my il (which T abvay ket within
arm's reach) and was just settling my rugs
o tum i, when Steche e 8 sharp bark,
and Blake shouted “Bear!” Seizing my rifle
iooked op, and, walking eward s o the
beach, just one hundred and ten yards away,
was 1 good-sized bull bear. My dog at once
made for him, while Blake jumped for his
i, The bear was just tanlg whe 1
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fired. He bit for the wound, but uttered
0 sound, and was just dlsappcanng in the
brush when 1 fired a hasty ke
421 v i 1500 e Sk e afieg
the dog, which was savagely attacking the
bear. His barking told us where the bear
was, and T arrived just in time to sce him
make a determined charge at the dog, which
avoided him and rencwed the arta

T iow e my wy ol G Wi,
and got in two close shots which rolled him
ave. Tt sppeaed that my st sh had

oulder, as well as cut the lowe
pornon of the heart; but this bear had gmm
some fifty yards, and was still on his
witen T cua U, e Aclsbed Y o, o
was a faie-sized bull, six feet two inches, in
a straight line along the vertebra, and stood
exactly thrce feet at the shoulders.
ting, for one car was
badly torn, and his skin was much scarred
with old and recent wounds. After remov-
ing the et th carcasswas heown nt the
t there might be no stench, which

my natives declared would be

cnough to
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the rump and nose; and again others were

saddle-backed; still others stood with their

front feet directly under them, making a

regular curve at the shoulders; while others

bad the frone e wid part and seemed

o focn o trigle, the spex of which was
heir shoulders.

i nge nf\nlor scemed to be from
very dark, silve , to a very light dirty
yellow, but with ;nk legs and belly.

This evening, just as we were having our
tea, another bear made his appearance. The
Hiv, which e had boonwstiblng evideatiy
heard him coming through the woods, and
as the second came out into the open the
former vanished. The new one was a dis

lomish whise, with & vy duek by s
gs, which gave him a most comical ap-
pearance.

The wind sill continued unfvorsle and
my friend and 1 passed an extremely inter-
evening wih the glascs,

ing gams, sspecilly bear, gives me
almost as much pleasure s making the ac-
tual sealk

_m.l any future shooting in this locality.
is same afernoon we moved our camp to

we sighted a bear,
whl:h fvd into rhe woods before we had
time to come up with him. Shortly after
five o'clock the brute made a second appear-
ance; but as the wind had changed and now
lew in the wrong direction, a stalk could
not be made without their scent being car-
ried into the woods where many bears were
apt to be. We made it a great point on this
hunt never to make a stalk unless the wind
was right, for we were extremely anxious
not to spoil the place by diffusing our scent
and driving away whatever bears might
be lurking near. Therefore, nrm. we could
watch bears at only a few hundred yards.

It was most interesting to see haw carc-
ful these big animals were, and how, from
time to time, they would feel the wind with
their noses, and again stoj f:tdlng and
s, No tir binss seec to b bt o

pite the same lines. Some were high at
e oeti; R, A W s

We had just finished supper when we saw
another bear in a better

ition, and 1
ing ot o
great meadow
was intersected by a il gt
small agoons made o in al disctions.
The wind was very bafiling, and although
we successfully reached a dump ofbrbin
the middlc of the marsh, the bear for some-
time continued to graze in an unapproach-
ale e s We had almost given up hopes
getting a shot, when he tumed and fed
-bwly some fifty yards in a new direction,
e o fravod. This was our chane,
uickly regaining the we
s noislesdy and rapdly s possbi up the
main stream of the marsh to 4 lagoon,
There was great charm in stalking game
in this manner, although we were, in 2
sense, but passengers in my natives’ hands.
But it was fascinating to watch their keen-
ness and skl a they guided the frail crafe
round the lh;‘rphl:,lmi. ihe nsless e h:yr
e paddles, the light in their eyes as d
Sonsuaty seood Ug I the ansarto baop. 3
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hidden gaze upon the game ahead, watch-
ing its every movement, as well as the local
gidies and curents in he light even
breeze. All was so in keeping with the
sombr leaden clouds overnead and the
sides of the ungainly brute, blend-
D in i ahe bk € St
beaten et trunks o the dull gy rocks,
And so, silently and swifi by Gopping many
times when the bear's head was up), we, ap-
proached ncresand nearr,unil my Head:
man whisperd, “Boudic, {enough) and 1
ew that | was to have a fair shor. Stealth-
Ty oy Bl Wt ok T
e bear foeding only seventy-fve yards
away. Creeping cautiously out of the boat
T lay flat upon my stomach, rifle cocked

forest and raied his
chance, and the next second, he droj

without a sound; he struggled to tise, but
T could sce he was anchored with a broken
shoulder. men were unable to restrain
lhemmlv« any longer, and, as I shot for the

bidarks, and even the caridge shells were
aken svay 0 v ining the lace it
unusual scent.
* Thice days afecwasds we wes back sgai
at our camp behind the rocks, We hud
fain for some fime to wash out all
Jaat, Thea sgal; bonss. e napposed 15
move about morc frecly in such weather.
Thercfore, we were rather pleascd when the
wind changed, bringing a northeast storm
which continued all the next day. The lofty
mountains were rapily losing the snow on
their summits, and the night’s rain had
wrought marvels in their appearance, seem-
ing o bring out cvery shade of green on
their wooded slopes. One of our natives
s hept constaty on the lookout and a
dozen times a day both Blake and I wou
8 b s e

the most tempting feeding grounds and the
st approaches o the game when i had
gnce come into n. Therefore, when
Yol this everigs tha » boae hd been
..,;md 1 felt pretty sure of getring a shor.
The wind was coming in great gusts across
our front, and the comer where the bear
was feeding offered a dangerous place for
eddies and back-currents against the moun~

Game of Alaska 469
tain side, In order to avoid these we kept
just inside the woods. Nikola, going firs,
showed the greatest skill in knowing just
how close to.the wind we could go. We
quickly reached the place where we cxpected
o sight the bear, but he was hidden in the
bed of the river, and it was some minutes
before we could make out the top of his
head moving above the grass. Then, noi

e crnwled up s m boee sgain £
i e was now sbout one

cnwl.lng e s e
down, and lying flat and close when his head
was up.

It curious to note that often when game is
being sl it becomes suspiciou,adhough

it cannot
inainct, perhage; cal It what you gy
And now this bear tumed and began mov-

ing slowly towards cover. For some time he
was hidden from view; and then, just before
e wouldfnaly i fom sight, b pased
a moment, offeing a quartering shot. The
Tower half of his
grass, but it was my last c
it, aiming for the lungs, and rather high, in
order to get a clear shot. I saw, as he bit
for the wound, that the bullet was well placed,
and as he turned and lumbered across our
front | fired two more deliberate shots, one
going through the foreleg and one breaking
a back leg.

Nikolai also fired, giving the bear a slight
skin wound, and higing the back leg jut

where one of my bullets had pre-

viomly struck. s the bear envred the

rush we both ran up, my hunter going to
the lef while T went 4 i below to head
the bear off, We soon came upon him, and
Nikolai, getting the firs sight, gave him an-
other bullet through the lungs with my
heavy rifle, and in a few moments he rolled
over dead.

It was my thought always to keep a
‘wounded besr from getting ioto the brsh,
the hlmd spoor would have ru

i e important to point out that when

imy bulle stuck this bea e bt fo the
id s0 he was tume:

his original Goerion, which wouk e e

ried him out of sight among the trees, and

galloped across our front, thereby giving
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opportunity to fire two more shots.

it fr:quenrlv happened that bears were

m thei oriinal disctions o the

iy upon y reccived the fist

bulle, and we sbrays ook chs fato com
sideration when making an approach.

My Aleuts were not permitted to shoot

unless we were following up a wounded
bear in the thick brush; but I found it most
difficult to keep them to this rule. The large
hole of the bullet from my fifty calibre

ic ai carried made it casy to dis-
tinguish his hits, and if a bear had received
the m his sifle T should
not have kept the skin.

“The pel of thin bear which we bid just
Killed was in excellent condition, and although
he was not fat he was of fair size, measuring
6 fou Whise sad caa-sighth fochon sloog
the vertebra.

Great care was used, as usual, to pick up
the empty cartridge shells, and we
the bloody bits of grass, throwing them into
4 brook, into which we also put the bear's
carcass.

On the moming of the 19th my friend
and his hunter went up the shore to inves-
tgare » small marh lying 2 mile or s
ey e thoy . that fho geome
had been mm)y sibbie, and that there

re fresh signs about. . ©
rhn spot again that evening and sighted a
ar e ‘pas iy up 1o witi
.mrm yards, v e T v,
is bear was not a large one and was of
the usual awny color.

‘The next morming a bear was sen by my
atives i the big meadove by oue camp,but

not remain long enough for a
# 930it agan came aut ntotheope

ke 4 1 tmads 4 quick sppeedhy xm
the bea, although he was not darmed,
not wait long enough for us to get i
range. We had skirted the marsh, keeping
o inside of the thicke, and now when
the bear ared, we' settled ourselves
fo a long el hoald 1 el come fato

e were wel hidden from view,

that we should not get a shot until the
came out for his evening feed, when Nikolai
caught my arm and pointed ahead, There,
slowly leaving the dense edge of the woods,
s 2w bear o 0 lage s the i, but
we could see at a glance that she had a
bieryeod A g e tip color.
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Removing our boots and stockings and
circling around, we came out about seven
Yobda foum whire we had It seca the
bear, but she had moved a short distance
ahead, and offered us 8 grand chancefor a
close approach. Keeping behind a small
oiot WALk e it s i e wen
able to crawl up to within fify yards, and
then, waiting unil the bear's head was u
T e e & sosctcing st Uublesd ha
shoulders. She_ half fell, and bit for the
wound, and as she slowly started for the
yrood 1 v b e hot which il
her over. «
the frt we had shet
probably the mate of the bear we had origin”
ally attempred to stalk. The skin, although
mall, was the most beautifil 1 have ever

n examining the internal cffects of
my 3.2- 1 was disappointed to find that my
first buller, on coming in contact with one.
of the ribs, had torn away from the metal
jacket, andhad expanded to such an extent
that it lost greatly in peneration. 1 had of
late been forced to the conclusion that m
small-bore il 1 was wing on such e

game lacked g o 1 hnd comdiod
i o o il e ot o
cient weight.

On June 23d we tured our hidarka's

T AT e e
met the mountains. Here we unloaded
our simple camp gear, and, while the
men prepared breakfast, Blake and 1 as-
cended an clevation which commanded an
uninterrupted view of the grassy plain. No
were in sight, so we had time and un-
disturbed opportunity to enjoy the beauty
of the sccan, W lay for sorme time bask:
ing in the sun, talking of books and people,
and of many subjects of common interest.
Now and then one would take the glasses
and scan the outskirts of the vast meadow
which stretched before us. M.l at once Blake
gave a low exclamation inted to the
west. 1 followed the dxr:cnnn of hi s
and saw four bears slowl the woods.
ey weee st oins discance, s we dd o
think we had time to reach them before the
would probably return to the underbrus!
for their midday slecp, so for the present we
let them go.
After breakfast, as they were sell in the
same place, we attempred the stalk, going
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most of the way in our bidarkas, wind
in and out through the meadow in the s
lagoons which intersccted it in all direc-
tions. Every litle while the men would as-
cend the banks with m glasses, thus keep-
ing 8 watchfl ey upon,the bear” move-
Sot. Taklag # tiu whes they bad el
mro the underbrush, we made a quick circle
rd over the open, then, reaching the
g of the ket e spproschd cantily
to a selected watching place. We reached

have an undisturbed first shot at the largest
bear, and after he had fired I could take

Just before three o'clock three bears again
made their appearance. Tywo were yearlings,
ich would, in the fall leave their mother
and shift for themselves, and one much
larger, which lay just at the edge of the
underbrush. Had these yearlings not been
i the mother she woud ot have come
out so carly in the aftern

won; and as it

she kept to the shelter of the alders, hile

the two smaller ones fed out some distance

from the woods.
We now removed our boots, and, with

Stercke well in hand (for he smelt the bears

and looked in our
direction; but rlu wind was favorable, and
e well concealed, so they did not take

rm.
My friend decided to shoot the mother,
il Lwas tosservemy e unil afe i
1 expected that at the report of his
e gl el pause 2
moment in surprisc, and thus offer a good
standing shot. As my friend’ rifle cracked
the bear T had selected made a sudden dash
for the woods, and I had to take him on the
run. At my first shot he tumed a complete
somesl, o thes, guickly spinging vy
again made a dash for cover. I fired a
o tine, and rolled hiem over for once and
al. Steske was instandly lipped and made
at once for my bear. By the time we had
run up he was shaking and bm:i bis hind

quters i 8 most approved se. We
ce put hln e S lgee e which
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Blake had wounded, and his bark in the
thick alders told us he had locared her. We
all rushed and found that the bear, although

gave her a final

The third bear go away, but T belicve it
was wounded by Nikolsi, The one that
Blake had killed was the largest female we

g0t on the Peninsula, measuring six feet six
and one-half inches along the vertebra.
Itis interesting o note that the two year-
lings differed greatly in color. One was a
grizzled brown, like the mother, while the
Siter o very ch lighte,ofa ligh diry
yellowish col
We had, wirched these besry for some
hours in the moming, and 1 feel
hat the mother bad o cube oF this speng
with her, yet on examination milk was found
in her breasts. My natives told me that fre-
quently yearling cubs continue to_ suckle,
and urly e had postiv: proof of hi with
the large female
Gl by this time become
almost unbearable, and it was late before
they permitted us to get to skeep. It began
to rain, but 1 was so tired that 1 slept on,
alchough my and blankets were soon
fvrvie continued we finally
pul up our o everything had be-
o thnroaghly wat aad e s 4 st
ol dar.
In the sfcroon a biack beae
x flaco: My i iend
a

not far from our camping
eeat sl his with bl Y, whe s
wor stlk. ar was in an
slmst unapproachable porion and he two
men g to be going dirccrly down
el gl ined th there s 3
slight eddy in the b nd in this he
kst bave bosny cocract, fm i by

Blike p o within sty
led the bear with  bulr through

interesting to note that our
shooting grounds were the extreme western
range of the black bear. A few years ago
they were not found in this localit, but it is
quite evident that they are cach year work-
ing farther and farther to the westward.
heavy rain still con-
inued. The meadow was now one vast bog,
and the small lagoons were swollen into
decp and rapid streams. Everything was
ety and we passd 2 ot ncomortable
two hunters were camped aboy
e s Vi rock, 10 1 thiak
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must have had a pretry hard time of it, but
all the while they kept a sharp lookout!
About one o'clock the men reported that
a large bear had been scen some distance
off, but tht ¢ had remained in igh only &
short time. We ex; is bear would
again make it e i
and in this surmise we were correct, for he
by i open three hours later,
when Nikolai and T with Stercke made. e
stalk. We circled well to leeward, fordiy
the many apid strams with grat diffcley
The rain had melted the snow on the hil
e Ersgosaiy o rale slgcet
to our shoulders in this icy water.

n crossing one of the lagoons Stercke
was carried under some fallen trees, and for
a while T wey much fared cht 'my dog
would be drowned. The same thing
happened,to myself, for the st e
twice carried me off

e b i 0 vl o che open, and
it was impossible, even with the most carcful
stalking, to get nearer than a smal patch of
tall grass, about one hun
five yards away. 1 put up my rifle o shoot,
but found that the front sight was most un-
steady,for Twaswet o the kin and shake
ing all cting to
i, 1 peosmd the trigger and was ot
grealy suprisd (0 see my bl plch in
e b Jut over the bes's bead. M
the bule srke on the o
came in our direction, bt Stereke, hua.kmg
loose from Nikolai, tumed him.
raced acz00 oue Eont af shout one hindrwd
and rweq& ~five yards, with the dog in close
pursuit. This gave me an excellent chance,
and 1 fired three more shots. At my last 1
saw the bea bt fr i shoulder shovnng
that my bl was el
tioved to dub shexd whia Nikolsl fired,

also_hitting him in the shoulder, with the
heavy rifle. He dropped, but gamely tried
0 rise and face Stercke, who savagely at-
tacked his quarters. Nikolai now fired again,
Bis bulle going in a the chest,raking him
the cntioe length, and lodging undes the
skin at the hind knee joint. Unfortunately,
this bear fell in so much water that it was
impossible to take any other accurate meas-
urement than the one along his back. This
was the largest bear we shot on the main-
land, and the one measurement that T was
able to take was six feet ten inches along
the vertcbra.

On examining the intemal eficct of his
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wounds, 1 found that my bullet had struck
the shoulder blzdx and penetrated one lung,
but s upon coming in con-
tact with the t.w Webinagh it wewld have
evenually around, e shock

2 the tint was ot suficient o kock B
bear off his feet.

The next morning the storm broke, and
e sated back 0 our camp ebind the
rocks, for the skins we had recently shot
needed to be cleaned and dred, We ached

ance.
tempration, and just be
d shot a small black bear with an excellent

o days after a bear was d in
1he socado, a0 8 1t wes Yo Gt Cun
o shoot he started with his hunter to make
the stalk. It was raining at the time, and 1
was almost tempted to lic among my blan-
kets; but my insatiable love of sport was too

and, armed with powerful glasses, 1
,02‘;:‘5 the men on the rocks to watch the

wntes

"The bear had fed well out o ihe meadow
o far from  swll cluy
der to reach d
ran were abiged 1o

ety my ] mmlnslkal his coat,
in t o were all the extra
cartridges for his and Ivan's rifles.

Tsaw then disppeasamong e s and
then turned my glasses on the bear.
fits shot b meang bick I speio, while
Blake's bullet went high. The bear now
ocated the shor s bags's quick retreac

o the woods, when one of my friend's bullets
strck him, rolling him over. He instandy
regained his feet and continued making fo
cover, an back over
his shoulder all the while. Blake now fired
mother st gt b wee 3

at such a
B e
ceived a mor

Entirely against orders, Ivan now shot
three times in quick succesion, hitting the
bear with one shot in the hind leg, his other
two shots being misses. Blake now rushed
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after the bear, with his hunter following
some Sty yirck bty and cpproached 1o
o, A oy

vitia i s e
g, evidently hiiog the bese bard, which

its feet, continued toward Is. At this
point Ivan fred bis It cartdge, but
missd. The bear continued.for séveal

steps, while d hunters st
et villes weching; Suddealy, qnnrk s
 flub, it vung round upon i hind lgs
spring afier Blake, who, not
....dmm.d..., his Aleur's shouts not to run,
starte with the bear in
closs puruit, A' every tzp the bear s
gaining, and Tvan, appreciating that unless
the bearsatention s dercted myficod
would soon be o, began waving
his arms, and s mlung Witk op o b
ol I sl 1 it the b’ Sikkicn
from Blake. The latter saw that his hunter

s tanding fim, and, aking in the i
ton suddeny sopped. The bear chrged
e e

bty w;m;d R el determined sand,
st and, swing his hez side to
o Ty Lo et
parcndy undecided whether to charge

or leave them. Then he turned and, lookmg
back over his shoulder, made slowly for the

“This bear, while charging, had his head
stretched forward, cars flat, and teeth
linched, with his lips drawn well back, and
ing. 1 am strongly convinced
e Wiy Gy Treas/ s B ok inind
ich prevented a most serious accident.
Tt is a strange fact that a well-placed
bullet will knock the fight out of such game;
but i they are once oy
fakes much more loa k.fl
ot more caﬂndgﬂ. ey
two natives pi o follow this
Do bear upy bt although i
was never recor
n:AI:urx.whznlhrvfol.lku awounded
bear in thick cover, strip to the skin, for
this way' they are a
ater freedom, and at the
cre are no clothes to catd
R Fi ikl i ik i Ty
y and are most cautiout, for requeaty,
whea s beat Is wotinded, IF ha thiaks thtt
e is being pursued, he will swing around
cn Gin-owp eal aud apeg oot Seom e
side upon the hunters.

&
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The next day I started with my two na-
tives to visit a meadow well up the bay.
We had gone but a mile from camp, when
T caught an indistinct outline of a bear feed-

g the sdge of the timber
and twenty-five yard
away, and 1 quickly fired, missing,

At ¢ o beat jumpel ideweys
unable to locate the sound, and my next
bullet struck just above his tail and ranged

forward into the lungs. Fedor now fired
(missing), while T an up with Nikola,fring
another shot as 1 ran, which knocked the
bear over Stercke wavagely attacked the
bear, biting and shaking
that he was brurhmg hin s, 1 rec

g again, as the skin was
excellent

This bear had had an cncounter with a

rcupine. One of his paws was filled with
B o 1 s i v o g
jome gl hod worked wel up the e and
lod the ankle joint, maling a most
lmnh-nme woun,

was almost as as the one
1 hnd aut hio 5 the head ot by, s

simply to_get your bear, but one should
always endeavor to kil with the first sho;
otherwise much game will be lost, for the
fit i alnost aeays the casiest shr;
ne should kill at that chanc
T had b:eu Sxtunie in iilling seve largs
While Blake had Killed three
browns =..d "ome black, and our natives had
illd ome brovn and e black bea, nak-
ing a wal T o
the 28 of June
‘The skulls of these brown bears I sent to
Dr. Merriam, Chief of the Biological Sur-
vey, at Washington, and they proved to be
most interesting from a scientfic point of
view, for from them the classification of the
bears of the Alaska Peninsula has been en-
tirely nd it seems that we were
fortunate enough to bring out a new specics
s el  nee sul-pecc
th of these two Kinds of bears
Boved s & niform diffcrence,
roving sty thal there s o inte-
recding berween the

L by D M o e b b
L e ey e e
e ke doge o

inly wioeg,



