HUNTING THE BIG HORN
IN THE COLORADO DESERT.

By E. E.

HE most

ing its habitat in
the mountains of that isolated and little-
known terrtory designated on’maps of
the southest as “The Desert of the

they are quits numsrout, more plenti-
ful than deer indeed, and as their pres-
ent haunt is 2 waurlni, tree
e a . thee
e prospect of thei

Thers st "Buf few persons aware tht
in a day’s ride from one can

in the heart of the mountain sheep
country.

Horm of the
ocky Moun-
not so much larger
than the wild sheep in the mountains of
the southern desert, but as 1 have shot
bucks, or rams, as you please, in the
latter’ country having Borns ranging
from nin enty-three_inches
in circumference a¢ the base, and from

Sierra Nevadas and the

their hunt and afford exciting chase.

Bowles.

Conceal their horns and they resemble

nothing to much a¢ an antelope, thee
short e shadi

¥ Tight Tawn, or dlmost w the
sump wad bally. Howersr, T believe
heavier than an antelope; one
Digibuck that e got lust spring on 4
serseh sbot at 350 yardy, diesaed oves
this, of coure, without the

t have derved

anre Howerel. in the ‘winter sea-
o close pelt,
soft, gN fur, it cannot be
called a ﬂeece it is o fine and soft;

this s in. 1ddmuu o their heavy coat of

they wary and timid,
but unlike a majority of wild animals,
they e levoid of curiosity. Tie your
bandans tick it

and then i back and wait for their
coiosiy o bring them within ran
and you' wil 4 sheep; yet this
T mmm.l with antelope,
but with sheep the result is similar

the experience of our little ]aplneu

20 quick.”
Mountain sheep have the keenest
t and most delicate sense of smel
130 hoaring of any animal 1t has over
been my good fortune t hunt, and 1 have
hunted Fost cveything in the
wild game line, except the caribou of the
North, T am ot & market hanter, my
been confined o the
necessity_of supplying the usually scan
e of 4 gobf miner with freh meaty
T write is not from
but

thercfore, anything
the view of an expert shot,
from that of an amateur who will take

dead shots-read of thei
boy in that 1 never et Iyin
about the house, but whose «

Bavoured st ool bebind the. ety
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cover of my geography. Those books
Told- of men’ who, without a tremor, s

a gnnly mna upright, and
o
Wk e e
until_the mamkr was wuhm eight or
and

and then

roused the " fom
hi now say after mature de-
lieration tht o cianamon, siverip, or
brown grizzly bear is et with-
in 10 feet or 100 feet nf‘ me, provldzd
Iways, of courst sty
but there is nmhm.} mukmg - lmder-
f' r, he will g

you a fir stand-uy e looke
i e gratest a1 find
e sensitiveness,
heir Tubility 5. feks offoase
just provocation. The report of a
shot anywhere within the hearing of a
ﬁnzzl)‘ s quite likely to cause him to
you up.to ascertain if you were

gun-

hooting at him. On the hand, 1
hive watched & rizzly pass within loss
than fifty of me, in an open bit of
country, and all the attention he paid me

s a sdelong glance which consinced
y fim _neutrality, so marked as

0 border on friendliness: T was

bunting bear. 1 J::md my astutencss

703 mtaerd B el otk
1 remember once—but this
about sheep, not bears. However,
queny 1 would put to professional
Vhy is it when you take yous
shot-gun o after quails, grouse
% f\( er sm a.llq L
Cantnully jumping dect Fihecp, bear,
the ﬁl:)vrnr hap-

The mountains of the Desert of the
Colorado are the t difficult hlmnng
country of any 1 was ever
desert is not a level sandy plain; u n
diversified with mountain ranges from

ht t, the intervening
country being sandy valleys covered
with u:tlu!, reasewood,
wild s ¢ mountain ranges have
o geners m northwest to_south-

recipitous,
o .lmnn sbruptly fmm the undy

fet ‘Eatry Pt gl
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trecless, with here and there, in crevices

of the rocks, a_bit of stunt

bunch grass on which the sheep wax
No forest or underbrush to aid

in approaching his game unseen;

nothing bur the bare, sun-burned Tocks,

4 distance
snditions to successfully stlk 3 B‘i

earing, smel

Hom, with_thei

1 " ban
wind blowing strong
in my face, and it was then difficult to
decide which was the more surprised.

he_mountains are covered with bits
of broken rock, which the elements
have chipped from the massive forma-
tion, andone goes slipping, dliding,
clattering along, and in the deathlike
Jtllness of the. desert, 40, shsolute, 38 to
e oppressive, sound carries far. There
is no soughing of the wind among the
trees, no song of birds nor scream of
hawk nor brawl of mountain stream;
nothing but inanimate, grewsome, hor-
rible silence, d turned more than
‘mummi-
found later, his
ue protruding between his
s clothing o from
res features. terribly
in his last agony
owing the customary haunt of the

elow's brain, whose
fied remains we have
swollen tong,

been done; 1 have
e grazing beiny
ase sheep feed fiom_ banch. 15
bunch, some_constantly moving, and

least dign_of motion on the part of an-

will arouse thelr suspicions,
big buck leader tosses up his head and

n, you
yards away, ying prone upon your face
pasted on the oy face of the mountain,

that o
there war o rock o boulder in the ex-
4t 1por You are occupying when he

short time bet
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You watch him out of the tail afynur
eye from under your hat brim, and ol
how you want to
chan; jour position, but you dare mr,
in’dropping % the ground probably
rifle is under you, to give no g!n
metal, and now the hammer is cating

—you must move, ever

is enough; the statue

stamps its foot and whirls, facing the

irection the must go and it never

looks, but goes; you sce a flutter of
white flags and they are £one, on

ly the
on the highest peak on

not_ allow
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50 it is better to se-
nce away along

rrnl(hin‘ e,
tay
their . which s always well-defined.

r goes in a
d:;':ndem of the band, follow t, it 1

i meat; you have winged it; if the

ind goes ‘out of range in 4 bunch you
ey oe well indulge in any expletives
that rmits or the occa-
sion wamm-, and go back to camp.
The best time to find them under such
conditions, although it does. savor of pot

for « short while until he dissppesrs

after the band, then you ma
possibly with better success, but more
robabfy not.

here are a few water holes and ten-

ejos (tanks) scattered rhmu{h the
mountains, Iy wil ndians,
d prospectors know their location. 1
t you are affer the surest

have also
Sheep redouble their caution when ap-

tried that without success.

thooting, s between eury dawn and 3
lite after sunrie he winter
mont e hout water
or several days, but m the summer
months they usually hunt water once &

a
As an illustration of their keenness of

Davis, from Llano County, Texas, a
with a horse, rope and gun,
with you under

Big Homs had been watering for ages,
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judging from the appearance of theic
allali spring was in a
s place surrounded by moun-
Thiz park was full of barren e
or hillocks from twenty to
feet in height, Abaut thirty feet up
the skde of one and commanding che
wal y forty yards away, nar-
T s e
slabs of schist.
On this bench we
 four feet in height a onl
two small loopholes, less than  three
inches in_ diameter, for our rifles. The
ooth, and
one flat sone on snather, made the wall

zi

close and firm. A few dwarfed grease-
frood bushes were growing sround. the
buse of the kaolls. 20k Soakiop tha

, we concealed 1l their

TR e Dl Thes v et
out on the trail one hundred yards and
ur work; it was satisfactory;

only discover it by knowing its lo-
cation. Understand that a blind was ab-
solutely necessary, for the knolls were
round and barren, save for  the
greasewood, which afforded no. more
would a currant bush in

ceml

The next morning we were behind
gur blind and the muzales of our rifle
in the
over the curtiin that ight had F“”‘"
up to the peak which towered i
on the right. With our backs against
the rock we waited patiently for
opments, and longingly nmgﬂed our

ipes, but 3 smol es-
e, although the wind, way Tn ous fau
vor. Through half-cosed lids 1 watched
the kaleidoscopic changes of the peak

from pearl gray to_ros k.
and fiom pink yu silver | un as ]uplmd
his hand on my . point-
e, a Rl mile oway,

Sihouetted aguinst the clear morning
by yas o magnifcent buck. Mot
“vie

i
i  prospect being evidenty satis-
factory he moved on, followed by
twe, thee, fou, five, six others from
under the ridge, ‘three’ ewes, two young
bucks and a
'On ‘down the trail along the *hog-
buck” they came pranclag, gubolng,
ng 1 nibble at
fome juicy bt of herbage, for half an
hou ched them, possessing our

forty v
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souls

n patience until they should be
Four_hunds Vldf‘dl away

ithin range.
the trail clossed a “saddie” in the ridge,
hiding the quanry momentarlly from ouf
jiew; taking advantage
ourpositions to @ “ready,” cu
keep the muzzles of our rifles within the
loaphols

ihey came out of the addle, and

or‘an instant the wary old lca
looking nmghr T e clevesy

. Literally holding our
breath, we watched him through the
very narrow space in the loopholes not
filled by our rifle barrels; one of the
younger bucks, growing impatient,

started on, but the old *boss” stamped
is foot, whirled about, lnd the next in-
e lh:y were out of sight only © re-

the opposite side of the
ll peed up the el and
in less time than it fakes to write it they
had disappeared over the high ridge
where e fin sighted them. Silently
Joe and at one another; custo-

mary o(plenvu could not_ meet

see us behind our blind, a wall of
rock hidden by bus trong morn-

ng breue was_blowing d:re(ﬂz from
the sheep, 5o it was not le

m to have wi & several
coyotes, that certainly have a keen
scent, came down 1o the water hole,
within forty yards of us, drank and
played about for a time uttely oblivi-
ous of our presence. L e
wilicat alao Garme 48 desak rnlled i
e san, del ly sat and m:
tolet afee the manoer of a house
‘hone of these keen-nosed animals
scented us, even at that short distance,
and, of course, we did not shoot at

The only plausible theory that 1 can
advance is that the sheep recognized

untain sheep
unless it is disabled from wounds or
age. 1 once witnessed a fight between
a full-grown mountain lion and a big
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hor buck. The lion, after repeated

“olts,” crawled away and
whimpering, and, admiring the big
horn’;

farher on, in anaver 1o his al, 2 ewe
':nnp
o Ve TS e s pind bt ad
can testify was strictly “on
square.”
]ue had one fnlmg that at times was
n bringing down his
gx htl\ there were a_num-
2 Sainie topviben. iat hibsg
consisted in  shootis d watch-
ing the others at the same time.
day followmg our fiasco at the blind 1

in the Colorado Desert. -
for he came directly toward us.
horns measured ~two_inchy
circumference.

ze can cay su
incredible.
old bucks bad

fng their horas on-their shoulders mad

es m

swallow space at a terrible rate. The
old story that mry leap fmm mih preci-
pices and alghe i homs 1 believe
chncd many of
o Sad atched Tx thak speteclor
but in vain, although I brl ieve lhe)‘
might do it without breaking the
necks; but they are very Sure-ooted,
will go where you cannot follo

e
tween his fore legs the
op of the bank, but Joe's second shot
struck him squarely on the horn, turn-

ing him around, evidently crazing him,

point and shelf to shelf, where you can-
ot find a foothold.

porhmen may be curous as t what
guns we use. Those
Thountains are not particular, any A
gun will do; 1 have been using an old

it answers my purpose. | have r_akel;

the shot out

the soap, and reloaded the cartridges
with the slugs. With these 1 have
killed both sheep and deer. 1 cite

only as an instance of what necessity
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compels & man to do. But to rake up
the.

T powder, 30-30 o
1040 models are mecting with great
favor, but 1 those that

ke e ko iy

i Rl gl

is after meat—I have my doubts. My

objections are not those of an old_com-

rade of mine, who said that the “drot-

e things kiled 10 far that he had to
llew, for fear the meat

e got to it Newher that
of another, who feared “a thousand-
yard range ‘might strain the gun.” M
objections are, that the small caliber
steel or hard-pointed bullet, while it
certainly penetrates, leaves such a small

nd does not bced

ounvardly, making it slmost imposible

me, and unless struck in
the. spiie, heart, oe hetd, & wounded
animal will sometimes go a long dis
On the other hand, the toft-
ted bullet shatters tog much; it
goes o extreme. 1 saw @
ning dect stuck in the rump with one
at three hundred yards, the ball coming
out at the shoulders only one ham was
worth faking to camp.

There are yet numerous bands of Big
Horns in the desert of south-
em California, especially in i the. castern

ortions of the countes of Riverside,

n Diego D0 s mmntn 5 oo
huns them save an_ occasional Tndian
or a prospector wanting a change from
the everlasting bacen (Chicago quail,
and he doss ot kil wantonly, only oné

for his own_ canmumption. At o
tration that they are yet_ numerous T will

relate one instance: Last spring two
Chemibuers Indians came to'my camp

and wani or borrow s

tridges; they had two 44
bines, but had ol nine car
tween them

B e
was_not
all ansious that

iber car-
idges be-

they should hunt

seven sheep and
one cartridge, and
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yet an Indian is “no good” with a rifle
at over 100 yards. There is not the
slightest taste of mutton to the meat, an
1 prefer it to venison, which it ves

resembles, only i my opinion it

desert has one advantage over
the mountains of the north, and that is
in wter of climate; here
slecp ot of doors the year round. i
out dn(omfon Three pairs of xomi
ind two for coveringi—together with 2
strip of 12-ounc
ample be
ding for the coldest wister moaths, in
the summer—uel, one may wy_that ary

the the
ter in June register from 105 at mid-
night © 1 noon in the shade
in the coolest spot we could find about
camp, and this for weeks at a time. One
can have no idea of the power of the
solar ray undl he spends 3 summer on
the desert. OF course there is n0 hu-

ity in the atmosphere to speak of,
Clic man of animal could Aot live
twenty-four hours.

If you are going into that country take
bumor; o wagon and team are trouble-
some, and one cannot get ino_the hea
oF the game country with o wagon,
Take burros to pack your heddmg and
supplies, and another to
Cah'go to.the ‘summic of almost all the
mountain_ ranges, and the favorite feed-
ing-grounds of the Big

o circumstances enter that
region without a guide; an Indian will
do, and he will at the same time educate
you in the mystery and delicate finesse
of Big Horn stalking. The desert of
the Colorado is an innocent-| looking
le blank spot on



