ALLIGATOR SHOOTING IN FLORIDA.

BY JOHN MORTIMER MURPHY.

Author of *Sporting Adventures in the Far West”
Continued.

ESIROUS at one
time to secure a
young saurian, in
order to have it
mounted, I shot
at the neck of one

of the nose,
e it
guess at the posi-
don of the neck,
s fortu
mste cnough to send o Yoot “hrough it
from side to side. It did not move after be-
ing hit, so 1 sent one of my negroes in the
oat to bring it in. He grasped it by the
head, paddicd ashore, and placed it near
my fect on the veranda of the house.
ramined it caefilly, chen measured i, and
founc r feet.
Twas: ity leaiad. it my capbuse Whion
1 found.that the ole in the neck wou
ot be prominent when the skin was
Stuffed, and.that the sive was About what
Twanted. 1 left it on the veranda for
dead and started to attend to some other
business which kept me engaged for two
Bous. At the end'of that tme | rerrned
the house and was surprised to fin
B cutive gone. T sbiaghy o i eigers
1y aid ally sa: . ceaviing undis the
house. 1 po g ek ot i
hasten ifs movements, and was astonished
to sce the creature seize the prodder and
shake it viciously, but still ’keeping its
hold.  Thinking I could pull it to me with-
out much trouble, I tugged ar the stick
and the alligator tugged against me,
br;\cmg is feet, as if it had learned the
art in 4 regular saurian tug-of-war team.
proved the victor in a short fime, yet
) Okt cratine woild ot 1ot go
its hold, even when 1 held the stick and
iself off the ground to a four
feet. The outer curtains of the cycs fre-
quently blinked while 1 held it out, prov-
ing that the sunlight was too much for
them; Sl it clung, and shook it head

and swept e air with its ail, and, dis-
played its meanness peners ﬂ

would not quit its hold, I pi

around s nck, but nof ight enough o
choke it, and handing the cord o the
negro, he dragged it after him, as he would
a stggling cur, until he put it in the

boat. On reaching the village in whil
e e Tea the Slored o
hauled his captive ignominiously through
the streets, much to the enjoyment of
some of the inhabitants, who asked him
what kind of a pup that v, and i he
s i s B

season. e of ot ugnacious
saurian was as ignominious as its march,

for an inquisicve pig and el became
cpgaged in @ quarel the same day and
the porker noc only ut devoured

cing an \\n\\s\\al turning of
the tables, it brought piggy some toen-
e fos Trave

[The fleeh of the allgutoris whitc and
edible, but quite fibrous.  Were it not for

stances to_that taken from a Florida cow.
Hogs and dogs devour the fresh meat
with keen rehs b, and pegroes and Indians
are glad when other

e s a fyvorte
some of the nanves of

and, as a lun
SF anotlier sl i i and how
good the latter is may be inferred from
the fact that epicures consider it to com-
bine the flavor of the chicken with the
tenderness of the frog and the green fur-
de. It is, in fact, as highly prized by all
classes as the murana was by the ancient
Romans.

When the Seminoles of Florida wanted
alligator steaks in the early part of this
century, they went fo a lake where the
animals were numerous, and by thrashiny
the water with sticks and paddles, an
shouting sy, drove the game shore,
ward, where it was old and
young, wich all sors of Wuroin et i
TtesNo wonder these tibss fought long
and bravely for their hunting grounds,
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for it is doubtful if any equal area on the
confinent could furnish savages good food
in such wanton abundance as Florida, par-
ticularly along the coast.

quite an casy matter to “corral”
dliigatocs by Duildine bres b s cidle
rese, They seem 1@ have

Ris blankets near a blaring fire and close
to 2 Florda steam or lake, must huve
mpressed by the loneliness of
[y s\\rro\\ndmg when he heard the com-
plainin he saurians on behold-
o the strange "sndl oachul e, These
crics are frequently sounded in many
Keye, Fom e impatient grant of die:
turbed repose fo the plaintive, measured
roaning of lazy contentment and the
eep bellow of suddenly-aroused anger
The volume of noise which a ull
alfigator can produce ] (nmg to
drown the voice of a rival is most re-
markable, and hardly to be believed by a
person not acquainted with his lung c
city. When several are exercising their
e, organs at a time, the air seems to
vibrate and to send the sound_through
the forest Tike the rolls of muffled boss
drums. One can, therefore, imagine the
nasal power of a canocist of national fame,
whos¢ snoring at Homosassa was gener-
ally spposed by he guests o the horel

o be produced by a grand chorus of all
the adult saariass i Florida, untll an
investigation revealed the truth,

Alligators were formerly shot only for
sport, but since their hides have become
valuable for the manufacture of purses,
hand satchels, slippers, and hunting boots,
a certain class of persons, generally known
g “gator scapens” have made a special
business of killin hese' men
carchully recontoitg & segte befors wore
mencing work, and when they find one
where the saurians are abundant they
rmh their camp in a sheltered spot and
lay in provisions for o erain lebgth of

A scow or skiff bull, i
none has been brought with chem, and the
guns and jack lamps are put in
the men work during the day (he) fre-
quently use a hound or a hog fo
T the monrias withis gon fange: To
make the one howl and the other squeal
is sufficient to bring every alliator within
hearing to the top of the w:
lics Bke 4 log sl it has lorated the
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apiml, chen sinks noieclesdly and swims
shor Tt rises frequently for bearings,
pehlian mmhmg i intended victim
Sy ke vy i1 ar
chough to atack, b ey o s
half circle, and letting fly backward gives
the v but » tromendous whack whid
cither kills, cripples, or throws it into the
water, where it is msrmrmco\\slv scized by
the powerful jaws. captive. animals
are 4 terror eicken on secing the
tors approach that they appear to become
paralyzed, and unable fo utter a sound,
or 5o crazed with fear as to scream in the
loudest and_most heartrending_manner.
is not ofien hat profesional huniers
allow the reptiles to capture their live
Bait, for the moment the surians s
their heads above water a fen gauge,
loaded with buckshot, sends its contents
into their cyes, causing instant death,
2 magazine rifle cmprics s bullet o
Most hunters pursue their
calling at night, this giving thim not only
a better opportunity of luring the ani
mals within gun zange, but also prevent-.
ing_the latter from sceing the character of
their foes. These men scarcely utter a
whisper while at work, and move about
on the inky water as noisclesly as phan-
toms.

Three men generally form a “gang,”
but two are sufficient if the saurians arc
not very abundant, and a jack lamp is
used instead of the ordinary fire pan.
When the former number get info a boat,
one man is stationed as a lookout behind

 lamp, a second sits amidships with a
lo1ded brecchloner in i hands, and the

ird for pushing the
(el Whest the Tobliowr crpies the gl
(Shing eped: of an slligator. Kb waves his
hand to the steerer, who poles the boat
in the direction indicated.” Nor even a
‘coon's whisper” is uttered by any per-
son, and this renders it necessar
the poler and lookout should readily
derstand cach other’s sign language.
approaching the alligator, the craft is
pushed so slowly and silently that the
Floet ciutious sateion caly looks s i
bewildered astonishment or blinks sleepily
4 the wihal glire. On dfewing Goit
Close the asmed Bunter pours the connts
of his gun ino the eyes of the animal, and
kills it almost instantly, as the leaden
pellets reach the brain without meetin
any obstruction. Were a rifle used instead
of a shotgun, the number of misses would
be much greater, and the probability is

thes
ward.

5‘-
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that many aligators farally wounded would escape and be lost. The person who has
not tried rifle shooting at night would be surprised at the number of apparently
easy shots missed, especially in fire hunting, when objects scem so near and are yet
so far.  Very few men can’feel much assurance of kifung a saurian at night with a
rifle, for unless it is hit in the eye or the brain it will carry off a_good load of lead
without seeming any the worse for it. The great difficulty in killing alligators is to
get at the brain, that organ being unusually small and pointed: hence, a rifle ball
is more liable to miss than hit it. A more experienced “gang” of hunters will capture
from ten to fifty alligators in a night.
and more if they have unusually
good luck. This is paying work, as 2
Salted green alligator hide is worth
from fifty cents to a dollar and a
half, the average price being about a
dollar. The most successful hunters
ever met were two crackers who
slew three thousand saurians in six
months and pockee
lars for their hides.
1 asked one of these men if he had
ever been attacked by an alligator.
“No,” was the reply, “because 1
never gave one a chance. 1 always

Green hands at the business get hure,
however, by taking hold of the ‘gator’s
tail before the critter is dead.”

“Are alligators inclined to fight when
wounded?” 1 asked.

“That depends,” he said. “They
will jump at anything when they're
crazy with wounds, but if you
don’t put yourself in their way
they're moie likely to try to get
off than o fight.”

“Did you ever know an alli-
gator 0 make an unprovoked
attack on a white man?”

“Not a bull 'gator,”
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ered, “except in one instance, and per-
Baps that might be called o provoled
Was cleaning Fith at the
mouth of the Cootee River, nd throwing
the entmails into the water. There were
some ’gators round the head of a bend
that were devouring the offal, and as it
became scarcer they dre closer to th
pile of fish on shore. The fishermen
Wasn't ot that d:\» o fecd 'gators, s
he began thrashing the waer and thiow-
ing icks and stonce “ut them. A b huge
bl gator, who must have been
father of il the others, didn't Tike this
and made an open-mouthed rush at the
man,  That fellow was scared, I tell you,
for he went ashore so fast that he made
s gieat 0 noise and saised as high o
sea'as if he was a porpoise charging into
v ator put off
afte scaing him, and Bl St cotd
me that the old bull had a grin six feet
long on his face, and was shaking his fat
sides with laughing
“What made him grin so?”
“Why, the bull was so old and tooth-
less that he couldn’t hurt amything and
of course it made him lugh o see how

casy It was 1o frighten some people.
Ts that the only case you know of?”
1 queried.

“Its the only one I know of myself,
but T could tell you lots of yarns bout
fellows who were supposed to have been
killed by ‘gators in Dade and Monroe
counties”

1 told him that T had a large stock of
such tales on hand, and his prompt reply
was: “Very likely; but ain’t you found
most of them to be jest only Realoste
nigaer les

replied that 1 had traced some of
them, and knew they were partially true.

He looked at me in a very scrufinizin
manner for a few seconds, then blurte

“Blame me if they ain't keerful in talk-
in’ before you, or else theyd stuff you as
full of blood-curdling gator stories as a
dime novelis 4l o njun blood,  Ther
i many  Allgess Paw 16 e g
of the State”
candor was most amusing, so 1
asked him if he had any idea as fo the
number of alligators shot for their hides
every yar.

o, and 1 don't bleeve you can find
> he said. “Those Tampa and Jack-
sonville hide buyers wouldn't tell’ you,
Cven if they could, for thousands of "gator
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hides go out of the Stte without pass-
ing thiough their hands.”

That the m\mbcr gf swusians in Floridy
is diminishing  r may be inferred
Lo el iy e e
southern part of the State complain of the
destruction of the animals. This com-
plaint seems strange coming from per-
sons who are 5o often compelled to" de-

lore the voracity of the saurians, but
it seems they hm cause for
ligators. excavate holeey these holes. fil
with water, and the cae resort 1o them
in fimes of drought when the streams and
lakes are dry. The slaughter of the sau-
rians causes these holes to fill up with

rubbish, consequently there s
no water for tl tle, and tl me-
times suffer sever mn or die flrom st
i

life of the
ligitor from an' sconomic. standpoin,
ue T fear it will cay no more weight in
chis case chan it did i cha of che bufflo,
whose w ed wallows saved ch lives

SF sy pilasims of e pli
fide fear, however, that the aligator will
become extinct in this century, for it is

very prolific, but it has food in
many means of escaping
its great enemy, man, which more v
able animals have not. Were the real
value of the alligator known, it wou
be destroyed more wantonly than it is.
The hide is, primarily, the most valu-
able part, then come the tecth, which
are made into watch guards, breast pins,
Carrings and other ardicles, which et
a ready sale at good prices. Teeth in
the best condition are worth from one
to five dollars per pound, and at rerail
sell for fen times that amount. The
flesh s eagerly devoured by dogs, pigs
and fowls, and the oil extracted from it is
worth from twelve fo twenty-five cents a
lon.  When the meat s deprived of its
oily matter and smoked or dried, it makes
Ghlerellon: fondl for nomie Momestic
animals.
energeric person to start
prepare the flesh for hie purpos.
article is good, the market is open, e
£l of operations Mege, sad ne oppest
tion.

T have been trying fo obtain some ac-
curate information as fo the number of
alligators destroyed every year, have
not succeeded thus far. 1 notice that two
frms in Jacksonville advertise steadily for
100,000 ‘green salfed y allowing
that each receives this quantity annually
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we have a basis of 200,000 to start on.
Admit tha tourists kill 2,000; that twice
as many are slaughtered for sport by
natives, and that 20,000 or 30,000
e T
ern markets, and we have 246,000, or say
in round ng\\zcs, sei000 alligators de-
stroyed each year in Florida. Add to this
Hormber those slain in Alabama, Misis-
sippi, Louisiana and Texas, and 1 think it
would be safe to estimate the annual de-
struction at half 2 million.

The highest number that fell to my rifle
in one day was twenty-cight, though 1
hot several more, and my best score in a
night, using a_shotgun, was seventeen.
Tie toughes alligatos T ever met was one
which carried thirteen of my 40-60 rifle
cartidgos and g chort 22 pistol bullet in

ts head before I was abiec to tow it ashore.
Twas engaged for four hours in illing
this one, and when I finally got a rope
round, it tal, it took two mer pulling in
a boat and myself walking in the water,
and hering with all my might, fo get it
to my pier was one mass of
holen, sihich presented » hideous appear-
ance owing fo the protrusion of the
Bones yet the sepile had so much vicaliy
that if was able to drench me from head
o foot, and shove my boat off 1 back
after rceiving my last bullet, This anic

as exactly nine feet seven and a half
inches in longihy and we estimated it to
weigh nearly 200 pou
e largest al].\g\mr o Bty Al
clve and a_half feet long—as
measured with an cight-foot paddle; this
was 5o heavy that 1 let the fide take the
carcass away after 1 had sccured the head.
T'Killed it by a shot in the mouth while it
was yawning, the bullet coming out at the
spinal column. 1 fired at it from an esti-

3
f;‘m
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mated distance of soo feet; and in the
presence of a large “gang’ of negroes
who were clearing an orange grove for
me, and eagerly watching the success of
the’shot.  Their exclamations of approba-
tion were quite fattering shen ey sawr
the allguor close it mouth suddenly and
disappear in the muddy water; one in-
dividial expressing his opinion by shout-
ing emphticlly:

1 don't nebeh want you to fire at me,
T'd be a gone *éoon, shoo, if you

s

oss.
did.”

me nudder,” exclaimed others,
in a_diplomatic way, which was quite
amusing.

1 never before saw such a tremendous
cavity acting as a mouth for an animal,
and the fact that 1 was able to plant

ullet in it at the distance mentioned
proves that it was large enough to be no
disgrace to a stump orator.

Thave enjoyed some hdiceous situations
while engaged in saurian hunting with
our colored (green) brethen, for F? there
is any living thin the
a wholesome fear it is an llhggrcr, =

o

next to that, a “ba
have o0 esors compased with the s

s s Tk e seslens
e n i b
alligtors, and he replied:

“T heard a man in Jefferson County
sy dat de reson aths s o bl
was, kase in old de flood
ueed 1o live on cullud peo-

iy s

icked out o' d' Ark by Noah or i

der. Now, 1 don't want ‘em o get any

blacker by eatin’ me; not if 1 kin help

i, you can’t get me fo tech de

il of 2 possuming ‘ole gawh. 1 ain't
ready to die yet.




