KINGLY TROPHOY

Col. Askins Finds That Even On The Royal Hunting
unds, Ibex Don’t Come Easy.

BY COL. CHARLES ASKINS

AR 14 daysofincesant
stalking, of mountain
climbing, of toil and heart-
breaking effort, with disap-
postient and misap, with 8
eadfast_determination, 1 at
loug st ad the e i my
s. The scene was the
e ot e Do
and the game was the more-
than-elusive Spanish ibex. With
Andres, Dionisio, and Max
Borwl, 1y in the very g o
the Pico Al
Wovutin  the ange, s Chers
t 325 yards was a truly kingly,
magsificent animal~thé Capra py
enaica, the Spanish ibex,
Thad not essayed the peaks, trod the
low valleys, nor yet scaled the precipi-
{fou iy 1 develop o case ofbuck ague
‘The glorious old billy had not seen us. He
oo daracaave, his maranlfoweap oEHon
silhouctted against the stormy sky. He offered the
perfect target
Tt had been a long and exhausting search for the
Spansh be, unquestionably the most difficult and
rainly the most prized of the European trophies
T S panish Toe s found ol n he Gfedos Moun:
tains, a range ap
proximate-
Iy 10¢
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miles west of Madrid. Here
in a range of mountains that

great house, we were astir.
Th: haciendado had assem-
bled a sizeable army. These
were the ojeadores—the
beaters—and for the hunters
there were saddled_harses

the cork in the world, and
and. whils There. may. be the country about Cordoba
small remnants of the herds i sold unge of i 1
in the soviet mountains, | we rode,

itzer. c

- nnm L'm‘k ptop , the
i a first cousin of the ibex ants who strip the valuable
called the tur, and it 5 (019 e soamen mex in bark from the trees. This is
the Russian breed. i erdger {.,':"".l.",,'.,'.':\"‘"_“‘."‘m".. .,,.,., uedone quite scientifically s0

The lengthy, tiring, and _ scaling remote cifts and peaks 1o ine ity that the tree is not killed
smetines st rainarly in 3 monicria
someutal  (huntingparty) sich a h,there would be 10

DHAED Bl ot g 0 15 o L ey i o

Candit l-‘m\w, *ad cusually mentioned
that the deer shooting

call thei hiich, a amma! WY Bor Tocmaion ke
wapiti and with a body size that ranges
pounds.

owhe o long i 0 Bl o i
from the duke that I called him, He was chief of the
division of rurisma. 1 told him  would be glad indeed to
drop down around Cordoba and hunt one of the lordly
stags. His response was instantaneous and most agree-
able. *You will be interested to know that Don Nicolas
Franco, the ambassador to Portugal and, as you arc
well aware, the caudillo’s brother, also wants a venado
(stag). IF you could pick him up at El Pardo, the Franco
‘palace, he willride down with you.”

his was a most unusual twist and one that delighted
me. 1 knew very well tha i [ husted with on of the
Princon e ORI of e

anciet sironghold of the Moors thtough 500 yoars of
occupat not touch the historic city. We
o Priimiero b 5 ling southeast-
ward, wound up after darkness at a tiny village called
La Venta de Cardefia. Here was a veritable castle, and
the host, Don Patricio Palomar de Card
the entrance to his palace. Lined up at his elbow was a
detachment from the local guardia civil, the provincial
police. You don't have the ambassador to Portugal and
the dictator’s brother come to call every day

The next morning, loog befor the crimaon Spanish
sun had cut through darkness and shadow about

S Fraoslh, oot s e Do
oty <comiod of the 4ar of el Bacicir e
brother Don Jaime, the ambassador, and myself I felt
just especially lucky, and rubbing my hands in anticipa-
tion, 1 knew very well T was going 10 be in for a
delighiful day. There was only one precaution, | assured
‘myself. 1 must be double careful not t0 kill a stag bigger
than that of the exalted guest.

We halted finally after a full two hours of cantering
in a narrow valley that debouched onto a flat, zhcwhnle
area covered by the indubitable cork wood.
ador we it e ey mouch f the YAl nd 1
was across from him at ldkuwe of about 325 y-m
The brothers were ensconced
he iy 1 54 reﬂm. oo €l they weve ot
5o much keen e e A
oing 101t the el geet il M ight.

It ook the beaters a long time to close in on us. They,

clubs. Directly, a fox, a sl grayish fellow, came slinking
‘Then there was a flurry of litle rocbuck, Ordinarily
considered takeable, the corso, as he is called by the
Spaniard, was passed up o that the gunfire would not
e sook hiptiic) GG
ry directly, a great-jowled boar trotied down the
vllley Not at all alarmed, his ivory glistening in the
‘morning sun and his hackles raised, he looked a
thre fct i eight. T wat deely templed o lce one
intohim but Don Patricio, my host, had specifically
foridden any shoming excpt for e e 0
fed g Thed ¢ 4
e drve prosicad ncse of e wapted ghtis. The
arbmssutof o0k the BlarS it o Egianiniy,
Continued on pg. 60
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ingly Trophy

The Ki
Continued from pg. 41

with horns quite as widespread, quite s
long, s cranlyjust s vy ofbar e
Sf Do Yk B g but

The author saw many small bands of Span-
sh ibex, but It took 14 days to pull off
a successul stalk in the rugged Gredos.
“We'l enjoy better luck on the afternoon
beat,” he said. By this time, it was the
n hour, and 4 sumplious rpit ap
peared from the Kitchens at the Palom:
manor. Everyone orged himsel, and Wher
i hour's siesta, we remounted and this
o Radop cose oo
minable cork bt
Al arange, but tis e

ime plainy anxious about he
o

grown piglets. Then a deer appeared, and
another, and finally there were three of
them, But they were all does—"hinds" the
English call them.

Theurdthe ambessdors doutle cxpress
Smm speak twice. And about that time,
treading very quitly and wih ide nces
o right and e, » handsome hirsch
waltzed out of the cork forest. He
100 yards rom my stand, My shot fom
the 300 Savage struck him_behind the
foreshouder, rnging orwar. He ra for

haps 20 fe

ol

sand wnd found

him standing_proudly
a 12-pointer, I

truly a splendid. speci-

oy g w100
)

Homeward bound the nest morsing, 1
took advantage of the situation 10 hint to

etge, and oy invied e are
pnm,m 10 hunt
bt el bt dd ot ol
1o intercde for me. But 8 week later, Max
¥ Pes

s coreriem delpted, andthe et day 1
M § gathered a most ardent hunter
el n.a w:  Jourutyed off 1o the Pacse
dor
o seowned resor
WLl pesis
o them o o renoveiad cates
e for god quartey, xcllent o
d e srvic, and they umuy have
leucullr Yo i BRI Oreli
hiddenavay in the mcky vmm:ss e
ahnouk sometr, ry possibly
e e e bmmmm.‘ anotama of
all. 1 vasdelgiedwi

s

Fourteen days e, with o est 100 tor-
s betin, us, wilh o

with szvcnly renched

Miax id 10
2 hoodoo. )

ol ket s over wih B, and be

orted. man is always giving
e mn mmla (s\ﬂry\ T don't believe it.

ys of steady trekking,

o i i e Bt e

tivity some 1214 miles 1o the west-

fnally he gadgingy nodded sgre
We rod o perr et
neyed by » creitous rous 10 the Rorth
fic of the highest pek i the rnge
umed the mountsback 0 the groom, and
ith cd Andre s Diouso teeaking the
trail, climbed throughout a long afternoon
jpmost crags. There we

anty ock ovrtang and

ight. There wi

s Feoonl
ides were already astr. We atc fru-
o th hard Spamo, bread d ihe
excellent_goat cheese, had a pull at the

bottle of Marques de Riscal vino,
T 10 overlook a great rock
side that cascaded for 1,000 feet down the
s 1 ofthe grea promont
“There are the bichos (beasts) rimming
he top o the side” the 0d guide whis:
red. And sure enough, with U 1
counted them. There were seven, and every
cad was & record-book ibex. 1t was barest

as the

Septh of the g
oo ot e b o ot At
the frst dim light of the newborn day. The

thig ram from the m.wmmkm\y

by 6l 6, we et wis poce

edos are solid mountains but cer-

i e vy 1o e & jour
touched my shoulder.
Do not shool the third ram,” Max said
o all the biggest Capra for
as utterly thunderstruck.
e T i boe lng thes saims o
a full two weeks, and the Spaniard had
never said that we were to save the real old
Buar o the ol 1 bl e, h-
oughly disgust
s b mmm me. “I should have.

it o e B i T oy o s e id not think we'd

Tipiom, e d el i) ize of that one.
the snow in the upper reaches a steady Take the last Capra in the file.”

dnm, bt alcoud be neotned We ook Thegame o bt

ere five or six miles
e A
the s wih & groom 8 [

pm Caes (i oy Coh
they live 1o be vei

hat way, If e
bl oo il gl
you must spnd the night on the Piea
Alm

our posi
moving sloly a0 akog &, cesasional
itchback as they negoined the rock
slide. T swung up the binoculars and

Took at the last goat in the fle, He was an
excellent head but certainly no gold-medal

“The sights settled on his shoulder,

the .30 had penetrated his heart.

AMERICAN HUNTER



