TRACKING THE WAPITI.



‘WAPITI OR ELK HUNTING IN MANITOBA.

BY CERVUS.

days when countless thousands
N the iy, by ot hepoer?
ern portion of this Aonrmenr, Pembina,
on the bounda e United
Staes and Canada, was e rende
of the half-breed and Indian hunters tmm
the territorics of the Hudson's Bay Cor
an
casting at e point chere i 0 sange
of hills many miles in width from cast fo
et and extending noﬂhwcsrczl» as far
as the Duck Mountain up near the forks
£ the great Saskatchewan River. The
Assiniboine and the Pembina rivers wind
through these hills; there are valleys of
meadow the sharp-tailed
grouse breed; lnkes and ponds where
the geese and ducks congregate; bluffs
of scrub and heavier woods of birch, pop-
lar, oak, balsam, etc., where the ruffed
grouse, moose, wapiti, deer, bear, wolf,
wWolf, lynx and fox have their habitat.
The Pembina River cleaves the southern
portion of the range in a deep valley, the
upper and widest rim of which probably
stetches four miles from side o side, a¢
clevation of one thousand feet above
the water: The:present siver: flowsina
channel about one hundred yards wide,
in the centre of a valley, evidently the old
bed of a broader river, about a mile in
th, but now overgrown with alder,
coarse grasses. ough

All thr
The region are muskegt of bogs, 1 well 28
clevared plateaus and. woling praiie, and,
fore the strong ‘hand fpld\nnmg
zation had changed the face of nature,
here were all the conditions favorable to
the production and, maintenance of game,
the carth was many hundreds of

present city of Winnipeg, and in fact over
nearly all the county fiom Lake Winni-
peg, as far south as
en T reached. this region in 1882 the
buffalo had vanished, but all the other
game was the ugh n xtent
Bhich characrerized fhe country during 12
carlier history. Though very fond of
sport 1 knew little of hunters craft or the
ase of such game as the wapiti
The monthof December

selected

for my debut in these hills, and the point
was near their castern boundary, where
a band of abour twenty wapii or clk,
hey were called, sought food and
shelter, On the day’of my arrival four
Sioux Indians, a remnant of Sirring Bull's
band, who had taken refuge in Canadian
territory, had also invaded the district,
with their apooses, tents
and other im ediments? for the purpose
trying conclusions with the wapiti
* ok my quarters at the cabin of
a settler convenient to the woods in which
the elk were supposed to be, after a good
gt ses 1 strted i che carly morning
o look for the game, the exact location
of which was neifhr known fo me nor 10
the Sioux.
wonder of your readers have
cver tramped over a Manitoba muskeg?
The Jong grass gowing in che st spongy
soil s 2 mon-conductor of frot, and e

fore it breaks through. To do this the
other foot must b lifted out of the cavity

hich it is buried; then down you g
witha jerk, the prociss being repeated at
each step and the only in the
e &oh oot o tainai e
water, which never wholly congeals owiny
to the profecting grass already el
I had enjoved () one such experience,
ut this fime wore snowshoe:

On these 1 toiled mmi as best 1
could until nearly sunset, but saw no
signs of the nor of the Sioux,

iti
though T had hcrrd the yells and shouts
of rF the

he latter as they mustered for
dawn. At last I wheeled
n_of home, and shortly

g to secure a few of the birds, T
commenced pumping lead rapidly with
the 44.40 Winchester which I carricd, and,
aftr decapitaing severl, retrned home.

night, with one of the settler's sons,
1 visited the Indian camp, and ther¢
Learned that they proposed giving up the
hunt, because, as they alleged, at the
critical moment when one of their party
was stealing upon wapiti the latter were
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startled by my fire. This was untrue, as
we afterward discovered from the tell tale
impressions of their moceasins in the
w nowhere in the proximity of the
hoofprints of the game. But the Siowx
had been within sound of my rifle, and
the real reason for their decision was an

de T vvas & recklons ot aid likely
to frighten away the game.

A Tittle reflection convinced me that
when pursuing such large animals the
“proper caper’ was to let the small
game alone.

Sure enough the next morning the four
bucks, wich al thee swordly pecsesions
ool their deparcure. Then for i

we explored the woods in every
tion, fu beyond, any spot where the foot-
prints of the Indians showed, and on
the third day fortunatcly discovered the
" of the wapiti And what a sight
or an enthusiastic sportsman was  there!
In many places we could travel some dis-
tance continuously stepping from one
resting_place or bed into another, while
trail after trail wound in every direction
as far as the eye could reach up and
down the hills and through the scrub.
rom the “sign” a novice would thinl
the clk were there in hundreds, but as near
as T could afterward judge there were only

out twenty animals i the yard, Tt did
not take me long to-discover that the
fresh trail was the most likely to form
connection with its author, and from the
fact that the sign was always visible and
the clk invisible, though my range of
vision often extended half a mile, 1 in-
ferred that most of this sign was made at
night or in the early morning and that as

ay advanced the wapiti sought the
seclusion of some_thick hazel scrub and
briars impassable vhite man with-
ot bis. aking suficient nois. o, dlarm
the game.

Taking up the trail of the night before
we were in the habit of following it with
the utmost caution, until just as a fan

5_

S

grect’ my
cars, Following a little further 1 would
reach the spot where the wapiti had de-
cided to receive visitors, and then the
main trail where all the animals converged
fo run on in single file. If the whole band
broke away they generally kept on about
a mile in advance, and when I stopped

they obligingly halted also, but by some
mysterious instinct were always able to
ep well out of sight. If only one or two
e o e
main herd after running about half a mile
or so, they generally cut across an open
glade in the woods perhaps a quarter, of
@ mile wide, and then kindly halted just
vu(lnn rhc cover Df the scrub on the far

side ited further_develop-
sy, Whea Followig the tail T mng
cently appeared in the open, the clk

on his back track, evidently no-
ticed something in my appearance he did
2ot regud vith favor, for he would make
few vigorous bounds and then settle
Howsiito s long, Swinging e, dnd
generally found that one such experience
was sufficient to satisfy his curiosity.
This was the story that the hoofprints
told, for it must not be inferred that the
elk were sufficiently condescending fo al-
low me to witness all these manceuvres.
My on one occasion was
sumewhar ifferent from the Foregoing,
the cvening, after an all-day chase, I
ca\\ghr sih o “the band about four hun-
dred yards away on the summit of a
tinly-wooded bl The

ing collision with the trunks of trees
which could not be distinctly scen in the
bad light.

T fred at the leader of the band, but
even as 1 hurriedly adjusted the sights
of the rifle to the range, the keen eyes
an cars of the noble fellow had
tuned in my direction, and the only cffect
of the shot vas o materialy cpedite the
movements of the whele fum

Thees weel puaned by, aid wicocss had
not crowned my efforts nor had my enthu-
siasm abated.

Experience having taught me something
a5 to T habits of the game, a planwas lad
to_ circumvent them. Taking up the trail
of the night before one cold, stormy day, I
followed it until the open space appeared,
with the trail leading directly actoss it.
T then halted suddenly, as if another step
would have carried me over a precipice;
the elk tmail in that position was danger-
ous ground. and 1 cautiously left it and
circled to leeward, keeping in the
of the serub with my weather eye bea
on the far side of the glade in the direc-
tion in which the clk had gone. Pres-
gatly [ dghted one of the great vapiti

< head was down, and quictly he aib-

cover
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bled at the grass sill picrcing the snow,
He suspected no danger. Far 3 he could
sce along his trail nothing appeared. He
Fed ‘broadside on sbout. one hundred
yar

Oving to the atmospheric
explosion sounded only faintly, but there
was o sudden spring and a few bounds
took the wapiti out of sight in the woods.
But the bullet had pencrated both lunge,
and about one hundred yards farther on
the_great beast fell, Grand, noble, ma-
jestic animal that he was, even as hi
prostrate form pressed the snow, now
Crimsoncd with his blood, it gave evi-
dence of the vigor and power, the em-
phasis, 50 to spel of the I 1'had taken
away.  The next season I revisited the old
stamping grounds, but only two living elk
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remained. In a pocket of the hills the
hungry progeny of an Tndian hunter
were sucking the marrow bones of two
others but recently killed, and during
the preceding spring Indian butchers
had reduced the g«llgam band to these
pitiable proportions. Starting to_hunt
the owo remaining animals T g0t ashot 1¢
the smaller two as his_quick
slashing stride was carrying him through
ome thick The bullet caught
Fim on the flank, but he was able to leep
out of my way all day, and on the next
morning 1 found him skinned, dissected
and entombed under the snow. T had not
ver scen the wily redskin, but here was
his handiwork. laws of the chase
the mear belonged o the Indian.

The sole survivor of this unfortunate
band derected danger in time and Left the
localify forever.
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BY MALCOLM W. FORD.

ing but a building-up process of the
nerves and muscles. Every man
starts with a certain quantity of each, and
if he wishes fo add fo his supply he can
casily y judicious treatment. The
estions with ambitious athletes are
what dhall T e, how often shall T pra
tice, how much shall 1 tal ke, and how am
1t know when to stop. These are pretry
hard questions to answer, for men vary so
in the amount of exercise that they can
take.
In treating this subject my intenion is
to show that a method o
i casily be_followed by the
werage business o professional man who
has athletic propensts. The great draw-
o most essay on athleri tmining
s e s s i
o0 far out of he aray of a man's ordinary
Toutine to e foll mfort or
even success. The average st
afford neither the time nor the inconven-
ience to train the way a professional would.
College men. as a rule, train very much
refessionls do, for they have the time
generally the enthusiasm. When a
man's trining becomes inkiome it docs
him | for the state of his mind
Drovens b epen ot being buile

BENEFICI [AL athletic training is noth-

&

man cn take with
n be solved ‘with
Fimself n 4 berter
it for him.
The first question generally asked con-
cerns the dict. Novices imagine that,
before one can get strong food caten by
avermge humanity must be given up, and
stale bread, underdone meat an
Tittle ‘water or tea be taken. They are
given thie idea by many who are Known
o have o practical experience, but
wwho arc slways willing o give. advice:
When 1 first commenced taking part in
competitions nine years ago 1 had been
given emggeraed norions TPout diet, but
it did n g to see that the incon~
Voricies did r two wecks
previous to a certain contest I denied my-
self of water, and even went so far as fo
take only half a cup of coffee for break-
fust 1 bad o continual chisst and chis
made my meals unrelished. At the con-
e
bhad xpcted, and this rather discouraged
c. T then went back to the normal fare,
ind drank Al the water, milly tea o

voff iva question chat
itle cxperience by
do

han others can




