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HUNTING THE MOOSE.

BY s R

MONG the great game of North
America the moose casily holds
the first place. Grand in his

proportions, shy and cunning o a mar-

velous degree, his pursuit cannot fail
to tempt the most ambitious sports-
an. He is considerably larger than

(he yapity and bis ordinary side when
ng is from four to six inches

longcr. He is also less gregarious in his
habits, and more inclinc, requent
inaccessible, untrodden forests.

Sibdly Tind in & coutsy of i osest
and prisc, 50 fvored. by b congener,
el e g bl

horc fmomis famacy thi el ot

grouse. b
erally extends farther north than_that
acter are often foun
in the proximity of settlements, and the
ordinary white-tailed deer scem fo pre-
r a sparsely settled country rather

an unbtoken’ forest a5 dhe former affords
greater protection from their dreade;

caeay; che wolf Buc the moose has no
deadlicr enemy than man, and i

Hemdy Giffidsnt about cdtvating B
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acquaintance. that experienced hunters

phere che odor of the smoke will alarm
moose a mile aw:

Though standing six feet high at the
shoulders, the neck and body of the
Tnooue are short, while bis length of limb
is so great that some authoritics claim
he is unable to_bro
without s}nﬂdm his front le
thus. Towering his Boc.
long, and it is an important
operation; and T an inclined o
ety without assuming any anusual
posture, a_moose can feed on a level
with his feet. At all events, T have
seen a moose in captivity
nitbling natarally from youns mapls
thoots lying on the ground in his

Unhk the elk or deer, a moose will
not return to the locality from which he
has been driven by (he wnter, and when

cuch opping oF hcrhage Bt the great
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Alces palmatus does not fear wolves or
hounds, and fo detect his human enemy
scems to depend entirely on his acute
sense of smell and hea In th
catwimis of 1390, T hul the. gosd oriure
to_have an opportunity of warching_two
Bl oon iaoee Teetig i the Sen
geon River as complacently and oblivi
ous of danger as domestic cartle. No
n to_ guard against
Wb, The eniniats plued
fre great Foa inde water, and_after
securing a mouthful of juicy herbage,
munched away fearlessly. We Left ther
undisturbed, and they finally returncd
to the forest without observing our party.
T had a 40-82 Winchester in the canoe at
the sty and e weresonly ons bencied
yards awa

Dilettante hunters can have little

success in following this wary animal.
Even granting that one is skilled in the
use of the d has o good knowl-

habits, the condifions must be otherwise
favorsble before the moose can be
brought down. A s day, with a

o ight . vaking snow & Raly uy
Sulktiag Coureey, risobibly fer’ fiom
underbrush, are almost indispensable.
It is also advisable to have a good guide,
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famihar not only with the peculiaites
of the game, but aleo with the to
phy of the countey, T am ok declong

how with the method of calling moose in
the rutting season, or of the cxecrable
practice of running them down in deep-
Crusted snow. The latter method can-
not, however, be adopted in Manitoba
or the Northwest Termitories of Canada,
as owing in part to the dryness of the
atmosphere no crust forms. But Indians
and nomadic hunters everywhere kill a
great many moose in the summer scason

the warer, fo which the animals resort
partly to citape the flies and party for
the purpose of obtaining food. While

R e mode » aiomed
i for hours in the water

the root of the white ponct-Lly aad other
uatic_plants and grasses which are
Pu ed from the bottom, If the water is
this necestates the complete im-
mersion of the alf a minute or
o, dring which the hunter steals for-
in his cance, sopping agin when
bt pheadi i Lo ap
pears to mumnly deaden  the olfac-
oy i and aurleular nerves of the ani-
in this position he casily falls
a victim to the skill of his
destroyer.
he skin of the moose is
thick, the hair long and coarse,
and the bones large, conse-
quently a rifle of heavy cali-
bre should be used. But the
animal is not very tenacious
of life. He does not seem fo
possess the vitality of the deer,
and is too heavy to run any

“THERE WAS NO LACK OF MOOSE N THESE wooDs.” (f. 79.4)
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distance with a broken leg. From a shot
that fairly penctrates the body a moose
will collspse much quicker than the
smaller_cervid
village. of Whitemouth, in Mani-
ot o e M
was sclected as the starting point for a
moose hunt in last November. The
village s situate on a i he same
Sl hevne i soure Bty e
south and joining the Winnepeg River
sisteen milés north of the village. Here
we were at a point about midway be-
tween the westem shore of the Lake of
the Woods and the Brokenhead River
indlin the sohite: oF u detinty’ sotenilin
indefinitely north, about onc
miles south and an equal distance from
cast to west, The whole region is seill
clad in rough, rude vestments. Moose
and deer are plentiful, ruffled grouse
and sharp-tailed grouse abound.  Elk
Caribou are met with occasionally
besides any quantity of ducks in season.
Engaging a competent guide, named
Louis, we proceeded some_twenty-five
miles up che river, establiching our
crmanent camp on a pre oded
Tuff on its banke. With lngh o
for the prospects of the hunt which was
to begin on the morrow we turned in
for the night. Next morning, fully
accitei im, Eubing pataphesneli, “wa
started in quest of moose. A Canadian
Iynx unw sel showed himslf crossing
the ice of the river about a quarter of a
ol el o resing bim bard
took refuge under a large rock. A it
bullet from my 45-90. Winchester
Erought him to bay, though it is contrary
to rule to shoot at any other game
when moose hunting. Striking across
a small like numerous signs of otrer
were visible.

8
.8

n taking to cover again we luck-
il hit the frssh trail of a band of moose,
though we were only an hour out from
One of the animals had o
el b pawes of leuiie Snt b
attempring to ascend a steep knoll cight
fect high he had slipped back against a
txee, scraping off a Sonsiderable quantity
e trail ultimately led across
C Bt dad n ihe i which
covered with sow, we courted he foot
prints of five amimals, but none of then
were ful e clode 0 the
ime and pedinty 1 6nb Bt
apidly through the cover what appenr
more of shadow than substance,
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The swiftly-dissolving silhouerte, though
in outline like a moose, seemed too
the ethereal o be dosed with cold lead.
ut o moment after 1 caughe sight of
the hind quarters of another moose pro-
jecting_from behind a tree. Quick work
was absolucely necessary as the band
ere' scatiering, diments in
e e butier e were to0
reat or the aim was bad, for no result
ollowed the shot, except that the move-
ments of the game were materially
accelerated.  There was no lack o
moose in these woods, for striking off in
another direction we shorly stumbled
on the tra rown animals
and wih the guide in the e, fllowed
He carried the lunch basket
while T bore the heawy sifle seady to
Moose fre n & moments notice. We hnd
covered probably three miles at a
Elk sae when Lo suddenly steppe s
the left. of the animals was in full
ity yasda aws had been
foeding wad walking slong lemusly
nd as we came near a sharp puff of
wind in our faces smote the woods and
for an instant threw them into such
wild_commotion_that our approach was
unobserved. an cager ansious
look in her eyes and the
turned sharply
a cow, hesitated for an instant.
Quickly and foolishly she wheeled to
run at right angles to our line of pro-
gression. The first bullet caught her
at the point of the shoulder shattering
it so clectually that the log dangled 5
mere incumbrance, attache:
skin and sinew, and as she plunged
to escape, the disabled member swung
round and the point of the hoof actually
described n of a circle in the
cfore the next jump had been
made the second bullet penetrated both
lungs, and [ fired twa other shots as

she fumbered painfully along. The
Third and fourth ullers spent therr f
on intervening trees, but after toiling

about fifty yards she went down.
Without thought of the second moose
the guide proceeded to start a fire and
T went 1o 2 swagp for water In onder 0
prepare lunch. We then bled the cow,
Feived the viscats, Biled the carity
with snow and started for cam,

We had gone less than a quarter of
a mile when we discovered the hoot-
Siarks,of the ot soorey ' ige bul,
Fis b romaiied fof 'somy fimecsa
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heat of his feet had melted the snow to
the ground, but before we came up
v bt e beet paces B parte
Takniown, Whe guids thought i mas
the smell of the smoke from our fire
that started him. He certainly did not
dally with the matter, but annihilated
space in a very business-like manner.

he hoof-prints were large and far
apart and the snow wis struck with
vicious force as he_ran, causing i
in all directions. Where he cvenr\mllv
crossed a small stream his great weight
smashed the ice and he sank to the
bottom at every stride. No_doubt he
was a rare old monarch, The same
woods harbored others of his kind, for
numerous were almost
wholly uprooted and stripped of bark
many feet from their bases where the
itching antlers had played before the
October frosts had hardened and fitied
them for battles with sturdy rivals,

Gur hunt had an auspicious begin-
ning, much as we regretted the lose of
the bull. That night, near the fitf
Blaze of the camp-fic, with the old trees
ctanding solemnly b), while the shad-
ows danced upon_ their swart trunks,
and the light played on the lone
spaces around, we furned in to enjoy
the sweet repose of the moose hunter.
The next day we skinned and_quartered
the moose, which lay about four miles
from camp. In going to it we noticed
two otters about three hundred yards
away, but failed to get within decen
shooting range. To fetch an ofter frol-
cking an the ice ar over half this dis-
tance is rather fine worl

Taking another direction on the  third
day, after a long amp and some delay

ang lco a
beaver, we arrived at s 3t e el
founds, or, in hunter's parlance,
of o number of moose. We
followed their wanderinge for some
time, hut there scemed no immediate
prospect of coming up with them. As
e proceeded, a sound unusual in the
forest artracted the attention of the
guide. 1 had frequently listened fo the,
whizzing sound made by a band of
frightened wapiti, as they rushed
away, but now 1 did not fecl satisfied
there was any game afoot in the im-
mediate vicinity. Louis thought he
heard something, and his acute car did
not deceive him. We were within two
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hundred yards of the game, and the
sound was the rattling of hoofs, the
immbing of Tmbs or phitraciions, and
the general commotion made by thy
animals in their flight. The guide
thought that if the band met with other
moose they would stop; we therefore
kept to the trail. The il roticd
in single ﬁle Occasionally the path of

from the others, but as
They.all joined sgin 1 infered "t the
hindmost animal, noticing a turn by the
leader, had tried a short Juf 1o Keeg up,
But our experience verified the folly of
traveling on so fresh a trail, with the
ame alarmed. It kept stretching out,
but we were unable to find the particular
end of it wirh whi

ing the woods in
turbed a_solitary old bull, but unfortu-
nately without getting a shot. Though

od to undertake the Titanic

in no moo.
task of running him down, we decided
to stay with him for three days,

Thoughts of his palmated antlers stiru”
lated ‘our desire ‘for an inferview with
him. Tt was uselews o follow directly
on the trail, as his long, swinging tror,
would_probably carry him over ar least
ten miles of woodland before he stopped
for a_breathing space. We thercfore
circled away to leeward and again_ hit
the trail five or six miles from where
we left it. On examining the impres-
sions in the snow we found that our
much-covered quarry was still going,
and going strong. We cicled once
more and approad hed the th
lee e o
A
otk of making acks had eg, The
snimal, bad slowed down o 2 walk and
might be was dangerously near. But
L e g o corl i i e e
to attempt a shot. We retired some
distance where we could safely light a
fire, cook supper and pass the night.
Next morning work was resumed,
and we discovered that the moose had
stopped to feed. The utmost caution
noww became necessary, We could not
follow him in his windings, for the at-
rention required fo kecp. e el might
be fatal to our chances. Taking a di-
rect line, with every sense on the alert
and scrutinizing everything in view, we
pased through the yard wihou: ubmm—
Ing a sight of the moose. sulta-
o e bl TF b o ¢ slipped
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away unobserved, he was probably still
in the yard on the windward side of our
ath, and in all probability was lying
lown. We reversed our steps, taking
a parallel line about a hundred yards
further to windward. Proceeding slo

Iy and with the utmost circumspection,
we at length saw him rise hastily from
some scrub less than a hundred yards
away. There was no doubt he had
heard or scented us, and, as he paused
for an instant to determine the charac-
ter of the danger threatening, he gave
apportunity for a steady thot. Bv

déitly it went home, for, notwithstand-
ing the distance, 1 discerned that inde-
scribable shrinking always_noticeable
when a buller strikes. 1 fired again,
and when the smoke cleared, the infu
riated moose was traveling rapidly
1o o dioeront T msns swoon up,
formidable, dark and menacing. The
cyes appeared to glare with a savage
fire, heightened by the peculiar sinister
dropping of his enormous cars. The
monster’s design, cvidently, was to
charge us, and, if his strength had not
failed before_coming dangerously near,
the result might have been uncertain.
But he soon staggered and fell with a
crash, smashing some rotten limbs ly-
ing In ‘s patty and sending the fro

ments high ‘into the air. A vision of the
eyclopean dimenions and supeslative
it

to *shoot! shoot!” I may say that, without
personal experience, no one can realt
the massive proportions or imposing
appearance of o Rullgrown bull thoose

cfore we bled, skinned and decapi-
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tated our victim night had come. We
made a temporary camp, supped, slept,
and the next morning commenced to
ort the trophies of the chase.

Taken_altogether, the hunt was most
successful. The branch of the river
trending towards the Lake of the Woods
i st, as the country around is
diversified with a pleasing. interchange
of hill and vale. There

opportunities for sighting game on a
dead level, besides the range of vision
is limited. The woods of Manitoba and
the Northwest Territories are almost
entirely second growth; there is no brule
or heavy fallen timber or other vexa-
tious obstructions, and they are in this
respect to be preferred fo the primeval
orests of Eastern Canada.

When it is remembered that the moose
is not a gregarious animal, the fact that
we started seven the first day of the
hunt is something phenomenal in the
history of the pursuit of this gume. In
regard fo the other band met with on
the third day, sufficient observations
were not taken at starting to_determine
the number, but there must have been
from five to seven animals, and during the
hunt we Iy surprised over twenty
moose. After the third day most of the
animals had been alarmed and driven fo

her sections of tl country. Even
those remaining in possession of the old
feeding grounds seemed to be sensitive
of danger and difficult to approach.
But 2 man who loves the enchantin
woods and their varied forms of life an
scenery s never deterred by hardship,
disappointment or cven danger, and
ever since the mighty Hercules slew
the wild boar of Erymanthus there
have been enthusiastic votaries of the




