HUNTING WITH THE PATAGONIAN WELSHMEN

BY “THE MASTER MARINER®

ANY years ago there
lived 2 Welsh divine
who dreamed of a
Welsh Utopia in a
foreign lan, is
dreams so far ma-
terialized that, in
1864, one hundre,

immi-
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2 colony
Patagonia. The
" landed in the Gol
Nucvo and finally
settled on the banks of the Chubut
River, which mingles its waters wit
those of the South Arlantic Oc
twenty miles below the forty-third pa
£ "south laieude. . Here they have
multiplied for upwards of a_quarter of
a century, and have been further in-
creased by immigration.
any of them speak only their narive
Welsh. They are 0 excessively healthy
that, at_the period of my visit, 2 popula-
tion of cightcen hundred did not pro-
duce enough illness to support cither
druggist or physician. Such names as
nces Hughes, Mathews, Edwards, Wil
vans abound, and the owner
sh as their people at
home. They are poor but thoroughly
independent. The generation born in
the country was brought up on horse-
ack and can vie with the Patagonian

Indian in horsemans

3

wherewithal to purchase ammunition.
" may and do enjoy,
and whoever desires

ard riding and
rare sport may find both with the
Patagonian Welsh boys. A meet may

be prearranged, or a few hunt en-
thusiasts may happen together on a
cloudy afternoon in the harvest season
when they have nothing else to

cies of

parry s a
fire; and half « dosen oF cach for an

afternoon's run is only a fir bag, Once
3 fox or hare is raised it takes only a
few minutes for the d ¢

s to run him
minutes!

gether nominally by a little mud and
mortar, in reality by vistue of being
in the gravity line. The house con-
ined two rooms, and mother carth
formed the only floos
riders collected at the door of this
‘mansion, in front of which half

a dozen hungry-looking dogs of no par-
Geul breod andered sicdlealy o and
ro. Two or three of possess-
ed delapidared saddl ainder

les. The re
had but shecpskins or picces of baggin
o Interpooy’ Betwesn thaieives s
their_horses' backbones. Stirrups were
not in vogue to any extent; some of the
men rode barcfooted, and the bridles
were mostly spot-made with a bit of
cor service as reins. Many of the
horses showed an ear split in two.
These animal been trained by the
Pehuclches, a tribe of Patagonian In-
ans, who' were excellent hunters. My
teed wor ant growth of white
hair which curled and snarled at will,
untroubled by comb or brush. Her
left car was split almost down to her
head and she had but one good eye. 1
hunted on many horses during my so-
journ in this far land, but mever on
a better than my shaggy, split-cared,
one-eyed Whi

e

The country over which we hunted
contained no hills, trees or water, no
irches or walls, but was imregu-
ladly cut_up by gullies and steep-sided
ravines. The only vegetation was clumy
of thoeny bushes and s lite grase. The
extremely loose soil was composed of
countless oyster_ shells.
Its general appearance certainly sus-
taincd the opinion of the immortal
i i the world has
been ferra firma for little more than
two thousand years.
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It was but a short ride through a few
ravines and over a hillock or two ill we
Yarted & o, and then, swey we

T am a fair rough rider, but uni
nately was not accustomed to Patago-
nian methods. 1 tried to run straight
after the game and tc jump the onc-

we over the bushés, but she only
Crashed theough them, xnd soon her
s were red with

While my ohing wis sadly toen, and
my cutice chowed many a scratch and
ently the bit o which

my reins broke,
-mé” roces ﬁed % initiate me 1o hu
native mode of hunting,  These
60, Boriae:riced bie i ses: the chites
e ey ol e v
dogs, appar-
intthe Tace

ently much intersated
as_their_riders.

We dodged in an amazing fashion
around all_obstacles, he mare_turning

now
e with lnghmmg up:dlg and some-
I
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Two or three miles beyond the river
the country, which is more open an
level and less cut up, forms favorite
haunts for ostriches and guanacos.
These are cither stalked or run down
with horses and dogs. OF course any
F I agrec. with me iha
tter method s far preferable.

o nchu i , insaluable companion, for
out for severl day’and
ooy The expcnenced insman can
=y
B
he
which

o e At St

aucho will find a mud pud
s i R
some remote corner where no one clse
would think of looking.

come to one which is dried

trusting to find water there. Thi
cessitates tremendous rides to escape @
terrible death, and renders it imperative
to have several horses in order to
change mounts from time to time
There are scctions of the waterle

times pivoting cgs through country where cven the most experi

e of ‘almovt sixty degrecs, Though snced camp men hesitate fo venture.

was unused to such work 1 had Not infrequently, when the risk is_taken,

ice! were gor 3, sheleton bears silent witaess (o the
hardihood of the adver

¢ The immense f vapor

brought from anse’ of

lel‘é thrown hudlcng The m-d race
ve minute

any
finally the mare, indl:lm.

time 1o
crowd of wild Welsh
in a confused mass upon
me, y"%mg ke demons and pulfie
and tearing ac cach other an 8 cach
others’ horses. 1 am alive to tell the
le, but 1 have had & ix-minu ls-
son in riding 1 never forgor. From
that dy hunting 2 m..urg Indian
offered no ulry.
e ok s s iils e
continued the hunt and captured five
hares and three foxes that afternoon.
There is no difference in the manner
of running down these two creatu
and one aifords jut g5 much wn

of the hare

3
the South Pacific by the prevailing
winds of these lariudes s stopped by

the cordilleras, which run parallel to
e e Pasgonia, and s
back whence it ca sl‘h kes the

west coust so molat as to ba scarcely
habitable, and leaves the castern shores

<
reservoirs, accordingly, cannot be relicd
upon, and ar best they are lierally mud

puddies where horses, dogs and men
arc on an equal footing. At a
well-known tween rivers th

are wells and even_tiny
instance, in the Gul
where are the remains of a §
sertement abandoned long since, "and
aldez Peninsula, where a'small

B Now By emaes i 105 Negrs
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and the Chubut, are wells where the
Whalers and setlérs of these parts wers
Used ro water ship in days gone by,
To e v on <" shore o
the Asgentine Government
once maé to strike water by driving,
£ gave it up ar the depth of one hun:
dred metres, South of the Chubut,
" ’
slang the conut there are not many
patcing spos cceps e v,
g
T e e ety
o lpt one ight on 3 bed of and,
clkarcous_matter, with in®
Haterntle s springing over a1
lojourned on the coust of the Bri-
e O e o B
e he ol s composed of mought
but fine, white, dry sasd, and yer eve
there the fleas, thick & they are, can-
ot approach ' umbes thore of the
castersside of middle
By i the moning wevere ready
for 1 it
el et
slnde auriy of

e
these he puts bl ins to a
pumber sicmingly Limited oaly by his

wealth. There may be as cight
or ten, and over this mass he passes

another broad surcingle. On top of t
sits, rarher than straddles, not

altogether unlike the manner in which
sits on a camel’s back. At night
his saddle is unstrapped and becomes

et L e
its substitute—we spread out somewhat
and moved obliquely in the dircction of
the river where, we conjectured, our
game had been to drink. Before long
we sighted two guanacos on their way
back o che camp to graze. The dogs

two, and we

& T & steight-ewy gallop, our
horses straining every nerve and mus-
dle to the utmost. We lost sight of the
fleet creatures, but descried them again
m a elevation running in an-
other direction. thus able to
ride over a shorter leg of the triangle
than the onc they travered. Presently
oming well uy
But again

Hoeing. animale. ey dre

on lht wit

75
avay, and agin w headed them off by

gong steep side of
ale A i Ry
The'loose soilstid from under their
fect so rapidly that they were com-
pelled to ibandon locomation of their
own. With legs spread out and the
tiders leaning well toward the hillside

ttom as part
of a small avalanche. By maneuvers
of this character we gained grous
the much fatigued game, and, though
our horses were blown, we at last
haul:d she paic. A moment laer fint
ne and then another native swung th
fital bolas, The angmale el with thelr
nd fast, and the long, exhaust-

cculiar weapon.
Heavy ball, Balf 4s Targe, 88 ones e,
are fastened one to cither end of 4
cather thong. Sometimes the bolas
has three balli—wo ligher ones at-
tached one to cither end of a short
thong and

ded.
bolas is a

gined by whiding these balls sbout
the head g0 to twine about
the lege of whateves they may have
been properly dirccted a

oever

sirs 10 epecusest with
o well to ride a

these weapons

et R e R

out of the way. For his own sal

Jl in praci

, since his' fint attempts are

g fo e i ver much.
 and"wind of the gunaco

Nt A ipe

This lends great aest

saliva is
will

I e e
lodge on a scratch or in an e it may

use great irmitation and so
e P
soft rugs, but as they are very small
many of them are u:bumd “The In-
dians

certain kinds of carths, and an expert



6
can tell by the syl of the dyeing from
et f e mllgo S
the grown_ animals are not desirable in

the foece or fur the na-
tives weave a rough mat, very similar
in workmanship. to what sailors call 4

prory

The hunti a bird by
o, means o o
—is conducted m\Kh in IM same man-
ner as the guanaco hunting, and is
cqually exciting. A ostrich, when
tHrown by the bolas, exhausted or
I
endeavoring o' work rhp A en ]
Bush, & sacd hoap of whatever offers
e proecion. & 4 Ivincte
ction, whi be observed in a
ok i e R e
re until incapable of running fur-
ther. Birds, almort without sxception,
become iy hl htidrd and foolish if
heated, frig and exci
e Feathers Of the otmick, tissgh
fri, are by "o means 43 waluable s

of vhe mmc

5‘

e of the African bird. Thc-kmqu

his neck s very tough, and is much af-

day from a_hunt-
ing excursion we captured a fox before
dogs had done more chan bite
through one of his 1 carried
S < e bl Mo ety
she mape of the neck and then turncd
over to a Welsh lad who handled
lhe little beast less cautiously. The fox
the trust thus reposed in

by bi

oose oft. 1 hud great trouble in dress-
ing the cre:ruui wound, but succeeded
in accomplishing this cach day waril it
hesled, Eubiequently he was allowed
o fun :l»o e at il but
e e o
L v T found it necessary
1o keep a few missiles convenient to my
e el e B i
night his attention was forcibly directed
10" their presence. 1t 1 fuiled fo hear
im he would cut up my clot on
one occasion,chewed up 2 Panama hat,
a pair of irt and a collar. |
kept the Lirti snimal watll oue
night in the Parana River about seven
months later he dnappurtd how, 1
never

Dud on the river
and along the sea-coast. o e
where there are lakes remote from the
habitations of man they are almost
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innumerable, and shooting them i
tame sport. Here too that most beauti:
ful of ;:-rhmd fnwh, the flaming flam-
all'its glory. No
nt sight can be im-
of these birds ris
om the dreary lndscape and crovsing
the fice

plumsge i T e e

“Cotonies of peaguins flourish along
the,sea-shore, 4d there, was at one. tim
o French company on Lobos Iiland e
gaged in capturing the birds for their
ail and also for their skins, which arc

ng heavily feathered,
B ackie Tuution) dari. h
hears for the fint time by mght the cry

iguin as it floats an the bosom of
the' docan cantiot il o "be startied by
its serikin rity to the cry of 4
uman infant.

o the cast coast or Patagonia are a
number of seal rookerics, and though the
s Géverameat has forbidden
hlhnﬁlmep« by specil permision,

hing i carri

cimens of the Amudnlln
¢ encountered throug]
amp. cisetle. in
general appearance, but in their move-
ments excessively untortoise-like. When
pursued they dig holes in the ground
so qlncld{ that if they have but half a
minute their cscape ls almost certin.

once c: uddenly upon one of the
P Things thar he had oo oppor-
tunlty of burrawing. 1 tried to por my

family are to

foot upon him, but he was not under-
neath. 1 essayed again and again to
nud n him, with the same sl

and bruised mysclf i
Pushes, 10.: my hat and tore.my shirt
and coat o ut my foot down hard
at least seva? imes just exactly
T b sl e
im by fulling full
rmor. He mal
excellent :ann! o Hondl whees o
is Z:‘fd The Fiattoo,” his esh a much

PR said dhat whoever drinks of he
waters of the Mexican Rio Grande
youth wil return to drink again sre the
clote of life. Be this as it may
o tarries long under the south-
o e atagonian shores
washed by the South Adantic, will never




Pated for Ovrima by Hermann Simon. * 5
GUANACOS AT HOME.
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let its memories grow dim. There is a to ride over, no dress-coars Labo
fascination that cannot be described or rate toilets at dinner when the chase is
accounted for in |lul lonel and deso- done; but for genuine and exhilarating
late_region. Here a rish hunters sport give atagonian game, a Pata-
to bestride, no daj pn uddle- no ﬁv!- gonian Reld and my shaggy, one-cyed,
bacred gates 1o tabe nor planted ground split-eared Whitey.

IN THE LAND OF THE BREAD-FRUITS.,

“In the afternoon rh{v came. unln a

In which i seemed_ ahvays

Al Sound the cons the hnmnd air dnfmn
Breathing like one that hath a weary dream.”—Byron.

HE island of Upolu, in the Samoan group, is considered by
many travelers to rank next to the far famed Tahiti in
point of beaury, and some < Cleim. that it ully :q\uls t in
Every respe y it wou ifficult to-imagine a
spor_ more bu\mful in uwopical scencey and vegetaton, or
one cquab
out the year day feoricr e Seclly.esjoyie;

in or out of dooms, with T

at the begianing of each year. | The momings and sven-

iously cool and dlear, and.there are no swel-

e erery T i .((
W Sozventiontiiien
Sfter day swiflly passes amid scenes that lull and soothe
the senses, stifling all ambition. The very air and trees
breathe_and whisper seduction. People linger here con-
tented, *Eating the Lotus day by day” No wonder that
rhc Samoan is indolent; whe. wnuld 2ot be in 2 country
t needs but the stretching forth of the hand t

plmk e Sl e T T et sl would
Support many times the present number of people with very little exertios




