D awn was beginning to brighten the sky as we climbed the
ladder to our hochsitz, or stand, built in a large oak tree
overlookmg the side of a long slope. Before sitting down, we

ssed the immediate area with our binoculars. My German
Forester tapped me on the shoulder and pointed to a roe deer
buck that had just stood from its

This buck was an excellent six-pointer, and the guide told
‘me to shoot quickly. The animal was only 75 yards away and

when I squeezed the trigger of my Sako .270, the 150-grain
bullet hit the buck in the lungs. He went down and didn’t
‘move. My hunt had only lasted ten minutes and even though I
had taken a fine trophy, I was disappointed because of the
shortness of the hunt.

The roe or reh deer is the smallest and most widely hunted
member of the deer family in Europe. While the red deer stag is
the king, the stately little reh buck is certainly the prince of the
European forests even though the average weight is 40
pounds, Shoulder heights average 30 inches. Their winter coat
is grayish-brown that changes to a bright reddish-brown in
May with a white rump patch. On the females it is heart
shaped and on the males it is kidney shaped.

The antlers of a good buck are 7-9 inches long with six
points, and the antlers are shed each year during the month of
November. The prime young bucks under six years old are
seldom shot and before the rut, only the undesirable smmals
are taken. It would be a grave error to mistake a good, yous
buck with four polnm fora poor quality buck 36 years ol with
the same number of points.

All jaegers are required to be able to determine the ageand
mphy clnnﬁuhun ‘of a buck before hunting. This is taught

ting d by vrmca] experience. Many

Siniitad nd much of their free time
studying and cmgmmg g e ey
Hochsitze dot the German countryside and in some large

fields 8 to 10 nf these high seats can be seen. These elevated
latforms for reh hunting are usually located at the edge of a
forest overlooking grain fields or open areas in the woods
where small eve have been planted. The deer feed in
these areas in early morning and late evening.
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ot harvested. This 3-year-old with four points could be taken.

Stalking is popular when the
leaves are damp and walking is
noiseless. Stalking conditions are
excellent following a rain, and the

and can be seen anytime during the
day chasing dossor attemping to

Thw can be lured with artificial

When alarmed, the reh barks like a
de

alls ora
pitched call ofthe doe. The decoy cry

Sl with the ducrasing bours of

taken and before the hunting sea.
son. The census is taken during the

type of conservation assures no big
game animal will ever become an
endangered species by overhunting.

To prove this system is efficient,
over 500,000 reh deer are taken each
year in West Germany with another

large population
are a common sight throughout Ger-
many. In France and ltaly there is
no controlled shooting, and this
small, handsome creature is rarely
seen there.

Every U.S. Forces hunter is
permitted to shoot six reh bucks a
year. Tha sanscn beging an May 16

o three alarmed animals ringing
through the still forest on a foggy
morning.
Hinkiog tsh i noplly ek =
d

tzeit. The blattzeit begins in mid-
July and ends around the 10th of
August. During this period, the
bucks seem to lose their wariness

ofafawn
et b i el
be near. At this time, the hunter has
the opportunity to take a wary ol
buck. Though reh reach the age of
very few jaegers have taken
bucks over 10'years old. In three
years of hunting in Germany, L have
shot several reh bucks. The oldest
was eight years old.
Aftertherut, bagging a buckis dif-

aroup of hunters.

In Germany, one is allowed to
shoot two males in each of the fol-
lowing categories: spike or button
bucks under two years; males over
twoyears withantlers weighing less

than 150 grams; and bucks over two
vears with antlers welghmx over
= i

active hunting with professional
guides or foresters, judging the
trophy class becomes second nature.

Booking hunts is done by contact-
ing the local Base Hunting Section
an ting specific dates an
location. The hunting clerk will then
m 1l
arrangements with the appropriate
Forestry Office. Many owners of pri
vate reviers offer hunting opportu-
nities for a trophy fee. This fee varies
and is based u al shot
and the trophy classification. A

good red deer stag could cost more
dian §1000, whila.a'six poiné
would coa sbou

k all my o ot

e city of Giessen in the State of
Hesse. This is a two-hour drive from
my home in Wiesbaden and is in the
same area where I shot my only red
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i tll by the smile of this European
chap that it had been a good hunt for him.

deer stag (August '73 issue of The
American Rifleman). The reh are

ful that we would see any reh as the

rut had just ended and the animals

would be resting after the strenuous
hsitz fort

followup shot and the badly
wounded boar crossed a tote road
into another revier.

ble, open on the sides with a roof and

but some of the younger bucks were
still with the does. It was a small-
lored animal, i

to the ovner of the doa that found
the wild boar. Th
placed the bl bl
collar as a reward for finding the
boar. This is one of the old colorful
hunting customs in Germany

Later, we got together to celebrate
the eventful day. The revier owner

shoot as it was still early.

have made a fine trophy, but he did
not come intorifle range. Bucks with
stmormal antles e hghly peized
trophies

GAM,lhe[am r decided we
should stillhunt. He descended the
ladder and just as he reached the
ground, he pointed to the top of the
hill and shouted sauen (wild boar). T

plentiful in
star ar all rendly and courteou,
For the years, I h
e e rbvlge of amting i the
revier of Oberforester Dorr and wi

saw seven boars running down the

hill toward me. When the forester

shouted, the boar veered 1 the left

and he told me to shoot. I couldn’t
8 good

a wild boar. Herr Dorr is in his late
twenties, married and a father of

were running through thick brush.
Finally, at a range of 105 yards, one

two children. Wi

large

{rends and each huat with b has

. The

most, unforaetiable roe dee” kit

that I had in Germany took place on
his revier in August 1972.

Herr Dorr said it would be doubt-
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and  auick shot. The bulet
struck i bous i he

ety by the impact of the
bullet, it got up and started running
again. I didn't have a chance for a

with his wild boar taken in Germany.

e was el o 44 st of the
boar because it died on his land. T
wis given the. frophiee, "hich
included the hide and tusk
hunting in Germany, this was the
only time 1 had seen wild boars.
They are very elusive, nocturnal
animals and are highly prized.

On another hunt with Herr Dorrin

ry o
o et b, o i chamon o
locating one on his large revier
would be very remote. I booked a

Ithought this would

it was a doe, however, the forester
told me to shoot as it was a button
buck. Then I saw the small mounds

avery poor. q\l.l\ly buckbut
an unusual trophy: The oneinch
bs we

abschussplan (shooting plan). The

buck I shot on the hunt described in
Lhz first part of the story was a very

ood trophy and an unforgettable
Eeperionce.



Next Month:

," Hunting The Prince
Of European Forests
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