caribou along the southern coast of

Tm: annual midwinter slaughter of

past season as in
sportsmen interested in the island will
learn of this fact with pleasure.
winter was exceptionally mild, and :rhm
.

marshes did not harden over, so
coast folk were unable to make lhnr

inland to the forests re tl fi
litioer andwhat o sore.fo. the polo
had no secure pathway by which they could
ot . sesnbors for shipement 10

vﬁm such deer s they might kil
‘ere it not that the most mm‘lll\lv(
idence o the face cxiss, 1 shold pro-
S Lai it a ncer when:T
Ttaoe that o caall steames. plying along
that coast has frequently brought to St.
Johns consignments of five hundred car-
‘casses of caribou; that venison sells for
throe cents & pound in the meat
ma!krn of the ci at the charitable
societie buy it 1o distbure. amang the
nd ton i . Sabing o he

3 for use as
-uple article of diée dusing, the ‘ensuing

ﬁ ye, the carcasses have been
shipped to St. Piere in schooners to be
used by rench fishermen in baiting

theie piciwialds fruge on the Geand Banks

and it is not uncommon for caribou meat

RELENTLESS PURSUIT OF THE
NEWFOUNDLAND CARIBOU

By P. T. McGRATH

to be fed to the dogs. The true hunter
m such

for the residents chat only within the
few years has the island acquired any fame
as o hunting resort; that, prior thercto,
there was nobody else to shoot the

and the inhabitants of the isla

being carried on.

The caribou of Newfoundland are the
rangifer o woodland caribou (Cerous far-
andus), as distinet from the Arctic or
moorland caribou, better known as the
reindeer. Both are of the same species,
being sturdy, strongly built animals
senting the same _general char:urrmnrs,
save that the land caribou are lan
Hoaviee, 4nd stvonger, a0 carsy fner mon:
lers. Unlike most deer, both male and
female are thus equipped, the stags carry-
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ing splendid wophies, though the horne of
oe are much inferior. e caribou

is supposed to be indigenous to Newfound-
land, for e oldst Bostik (aborigine)
indicate the existence of the ani-

mals. They are in appearance like an
Alderney cow, with short legs and broad
feet which enable them to capidly and
casily traverse the snow
wet marshes. They weigh lmm
five hundred o seven_ hundred
pounds, sand about four fet
s high, and afford ex-

sport to the still-
hunter. They spend the winter
in the comparsive shelter of

feeding on the black
moss that hangs from the trees

re more partial to the
white moss that grows in pro-
fusion in the open marshes, but
this is covered with snow dur-
ing the winter, and Nature en-
ables them to secure a substi-
Their thick coats. turn

companies i the foret giades.
On the return of spring they
migrate toward the north,
where are to be found the rocky

Newfoundland Caribou &

barrens and extensive marshes which con-
tain the lichens that make these their fav-
orite feeding grounds. Here, in May and
June, the females bring forth their young,
and the litde families proceed farther
north among the mountins where the

are now in their prime, sleck
and fat, and the rutting season
begins ‘with October, lasting
about three weeks. During
that time the stags fight
fiercely, and do not_ hesitate
to rush upon the hunters if
these are incautious enough to
get within their sight. Their

atlers are formid-

also, their sharp, bony hoofs
being capable of delivering a
cruel wound. Somerimes. their

ho

both noble animals perish—l
Varvition, by the Sige of fhe
wolves, or by the swifter mer-
cies of the ‘sportsman’s knife.
pair of interlocked antlers is
cagerly sought by visitars, an
is greatly ,-m«i if obtsined.
The anders ae ages and b
has thome. 1 e Cunidin
aribou, and the venison is also
fatter and more juicy.
1o0n a4 the early nucumaal
froats begin to nip the vegeta-
tion the caribou start to graze
southward again, The period
their migration depends
mainly on_the
severity of the

snowfalls - begis
carly the deer
will hurry south,
but if the
weather keeps
mild they will
linger by the
way, consuming
the ‘white moss
of which they
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are so fond. By the time winter sets in
they are back in their old haunts in the
thickly wooded south, and the annual

ma of their
movements has

been enacted.
The  hunting
season _extends

cepting the first
twenty days of
October, which
are barred for
the mating per-
iod. But, except
for the meat,

caribou are’ not
worth _ shooting

until about Sep-
tember 1
Prior to that the

of antlers, and
these are in the
velvet, and,
therefore, use -
less. When the
stags have
cleancd the vel-
vet off and are
reaching their
prime is the best
eriod for the

nter, and from

September 10 to
30 s about the
best time,

weather is fairly
pleasant.  The

Suspense term in
October draws
clear line, and
from that until
the middle of

hunters (I use
the word in its
true sense) go

out, though the weather at the last gets too
cold for the alien, unl is an enthus-
iast or has equipped himself in such a way
a5 to defy in a large measure the climatic
discomforts incident to a region so far
sorth and so exposed to the stonms o the
Adanic as Newfou
Presotly T shal de':l] ':ymm fly with
the visitors' aspects of the sport, but in
the, meantime T ms o
scribe how the gross and wanton burchery
of the deer by our own peoy
Newfoundland, which has an area of 42,000
pare miles, almost the same as the State

New York has s entire population
sittiod seoansd its coastline. It being a
fishing country genplr must reside
largly within dght o The vast

iteeloe s, therelbre, abuolutaly uapeo:
pled, and was virtually untraversed until
4 few years ago, when a railroad was
pushed !hmugh it, cutting it, so0 o speak,
in two halve is railway naturally
Shevit b e A (o 44 ot W
cause the caribou have to cross the track
twice a year, when going north in the
“pring and when etuming in the £ll; and
 hunters operate from the rails in
whichever direction they think best.

Eadly in November, the ssmmers cod
fis ing over, the coast fol m
m the uplands for a winter's lupplv of

Every resident in the colony has
i ght #5.Bll Thrws stngs wsd Sk e
i oy when one recalls the
thapsodics of the bygone poets and novel-
o over the “haunh of renlioa’ sad the
pleasures of the chase, the prosaic and
matter-of-fact way in which the island
fisherman goes about the work of procur-
ing a stock of deer meat must help to the
conclusion that the romantic side o

hunting has greatly deteriorated. From
carly November until Christmas hundreds
of “poor settlers” are traversing the bar-

rens, salking the caribou and salting down
and barreling away the flesh for the su
port of themselves and their familics. All
through the great northern bays ample
stocks of this provender are being secured
for the coming five months, when it shares
wih the ol povlng ke e ey of
alive the coast
ot ploltopn
from the outer world
the unpenetrable
ice barrier which then




Relentless Pursuit of the

covers he North Adanic
Newfoundland is pi

ably the only country in

the world where ves nison,
salted or fres
ianle e of Wit e
the masses.

The coast folk make
their plans with method and deliberation,
and regard this expedition as a purely
business and economic one. From the har-
bors where they reside they go in their
boars o the rivers and fiords which strike
into the interior. When navigation is no
longer possbe “they debark and continue
on foof to the deer country

Rl e il A o st 40 o
large companies. When the rendezvous is
eached they camp. Then they ambush
themselve: gl
dose ek, e v

z
3
E’
%

coarse gun-
powder and “slugs” of e, Tagaunis of
ron or bits of rusty nails, whichever they

usually good shots, contrive to kill almost
anything they aim at, or to wound it s0
badly with these, dreadful misiles chat it
soon collapses.  Then they skin and cut up
the meat, for these men know a litde of
oy trade, and pack it in the barrels with

e salt as a_preservative, When enough
Frat iy Loy achieved the barrels of

rest, on two men's shoulder
back to the boats, those not so laden bring-
ing full stores of fresh venison for im-
mediate use. This crusade is pursued gen-
crlly in the remorer northern aress wh
the difficulty of obtaining other supplies is
greatest. Other
ties of fishermen who
cannot reach the u
lands by boat go
train of late years, in
prcfesence to/making
log marches.
rcight inward for
1le Sy of melt
and ourwaed for the
The

3

them on
the various marshes
and there they operate
just as the others
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shove des They camp near the
ok sids, ey equipment
canno be caried fc afeld,and they shoot
the caribou on the open moors, in full view
of the passing it Passengers across
the country at this season can count hun-
dreds of deer as the engine speeds along,
and sec the whole drama of this novel hunt
unfolded before them. The fishermen am-
bush the unsuspecting creatures and shoot
them, and then the paunching, skinning,
and cutting up follows in quick order. The
meat is then carried in to the camps where
e salt is tumed out into little gleaming
hilloks a0 the packing akes placs, while
reat steaks are Biauling bofors the base
ing fires near each birchen “tilt,” or
shelter, and horns and hides, with here and
there a carcass, litter the fore-
ground. Tl

barrcled meat every tr
out many carcasses for transit to
the

of the slay-
ers along
the sca-

ar
Magnifi-
cent heads.
and antlers
ill the fieight vans and
later make gun racks in
the fisher's cottages or
are sold for a tifle to
some wandering visitor
next scason.  Splendid

be roughly tanned
for floor spreads, or
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“The Newfoundbund Camp o F. C. Schs, the Famos Aficsn Hooter

o be used by the poorer folk to sleep on or
oo s b

aribou have run the gt
of .uughm zone they make their way
South without further datesbancer vl
they reach the south coast forests. Here

battues, which have not even the excuse
that they are undertaken to provide food
for those who engage therein. - This south
coast deer hunt is a regular industry, like
the catching of cod or ’T\: qaring of lob-
st sertlers are t for it by

i oarciinte Tt e rh(y are for the
other pursuits namet

he_outfits consist
sites for the. hunter'
s tumed over

10 the totichin o th vl 67t e to
offset the advances received. The scttlers
and their growing boys form large parties
as soon as the winter sets in severely, and,
traveling across the frozen marshes, penc-
trate into the thick woods e deer
e Yostuwed sttt e, Thay sacround
a herd, shoot down all they can, and then
repare the quarry for shipment. The
Dkl s Tower Tabs. are cit off and &
compact, casily handled article is thus se-

cured. When eviscer-

In January,
1900, the mail steamer,
which picks up the con®
signments in' the vari-
ous  harbors
makes her fortnightly
wips, brought 411" and
carcasses in two
“hipments.
thrown
piled up in great heaps
on the wharves, where
the kodaker promptly
snaps them, and as they
are carted to the stores
of the  several con-
signees they a
ceremoniously dumped off the e into
the snow piles which cumber the streets
during the winter season. Here they re-
main until sold, being cut up with saws, so
completely frozen are they, and it s not
uncommon to sec 8 rw of carames siood
on end in the swow Lk hiching posts 2
5 sdvenssansar oF the! doslar. e
Choice cuts of venison can be boughr
in St. Johns in midwinter for five cents a
pound and “the mun of the board” for two
B three conts, sbout ope-sieth the’ pice
As the close season approaches,
i illegal to have the meat in hand
or sale, the eharitable societies purchase
the unsold stock for about a cent a pound
or less, and distribute it among their
patients. If the weather turns mild much
B the vnison sos o bas to be desroye,
and even under the most favorable con
{ious the. mérgin. of prot in the business
is very small. When the cost of outfir,
eight, cartage, auctions, and commission
is taken out of the sales very little re-
s, and there s good ground for be-
licving that if the government intervened
ind prohibited this butchery stogether
few, if any, of those who now engage in
ool b any . Tt B e that

Py
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tween the deer killed by the northern
fishermen for meat in November and those
Killed by the southeen seclers in Febeu-
ary for sale, about three thousand are slain
o Al i shavgher could be reduced
t one thousand by wiser legisation with-
out injurying anybody concerned. So
ruthless was the destruction in Fortune
Bay three years ago that an enterprising
and unscrupulous trader purchased two
undred carcasses which were unsold at
the close season's entry, shipped them to
St. Pierre in a schooner, and sold them to
the French fishermen to bait their shell
fish baskets on the Grand Banks. But the
outraged majesty of the law vindicated
itself in this instanc

se facts will serve to indicate to the
man vhat the posiiliis of
ting are in this islan
decides to try his fortune he should pri
s plans well in advance. The best time
is from September to November. The
island can be reached from New York by
steamer to s, or_by rail to North
Sydney, Cape Breton. The non-resident
hunter must procure a license, belonging
to one of three classes:

1. Good for four weeks, permitting
holder to kil two stags and one
doc, and costing ... ....... L. 840
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2. Good for six weeks, permitting
holder to il thice stags and one
joc, and costing, 60
3. Good for elght weeks, permitiing
holder t0 kil fv stags and two
ocs, and costi
Mocrreidens guldss belper
K Tksne, which s

Ty Wit iy BoLNad o g
magitrae, Jusice, or wasden in the
island, and the liccnsee must make oat
that b il ot vilae or pemic the vie-
lation of the game laws en-

leavor to remove such me“ as )x may not
use, and have it brought into same settle-
ment, that he will not permit his hired
helpers to kil any caribou unless these are
to count as part of his licensc;, and that
at the close of his term he will return his
license with 3 true_endorsement thereon
of the nunbes of carbou killed by him and
s pary, and that thy have compled with
the lmmsmm of the Deer the best
of his knowledge and e the fit be
so. It is forbidden to hunt caribou
dogs or with any weapon except lut:mls,
OF to set traps or snares t
Curibon mest must be buried If i cannot
be used or conveyed to a sertlement, but a
licensee is permitted to take away from the
colony the antlers, heads, and skins of the

er he may shoot under his license, on
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making oath that they are not being ex-
ported as articles of commerce and pay-
ing a fee of fifty cents. The act is framed
with the idea of affording every facility
to visiting sportsmen, while at the same
time providing such safeguards as will
prevent abuse i the puri of this nobe
pastime by pot hunters and othes

"The vitting, spormman wil probably
have some trouble in securing gui
less he arranges for them beforchand,
through the good offices of the Ministry of
Marine and Fisherics at St. Johns. Com-
petent guides are not numerous, as until
recent years any large invasion by alien
hunters was unl mand is
providing a supply of second~class men at
any rate, and a5 most of the hunters do
their stalking within a few miles of the
the most expert assistance s not
necessary. Any reliable man who com-
bines the quality of woodsman and cook
o il o it ook bl B T
ing in remoter regions a good guide is
suential, The rae of pay for ovdlansy

ides is $1.50 to $2.50; for hel

7 IF cha . Sk o e gt
a canoe is needed. It can be got for about
1y, all dam-

$15, or hired for 50 cents &
age “ade good. The focieer will be
found the cheaper aternatve, A tent
is necessary in any case, and it is best
Heowght sk by e visoor  Tig
better. The same applics to a portable
cook stove and equipment. As to the
hunters outft, it s difficult to advise, as
asios, il 50 groay. |Some! s e
the rubber boots common among. the
Gloucestar fishartaen, Otbars prefer. the
sealskin boots which the Newfoundland
fabermen e ot th iefieds. Others pin
sheir fith 1o bigh goloshes, because of
th atcrproof footwear of
SR
of ey wwelen sk shou Ligegfend
‘These can be obiained of carel-

lide is en-
aged beforchand, for the vil

women

it them excellently. Sleeping bags are
convenient, as they can be utilized for
packing the impedimenta. Rubber mat-
tresses or cushions are desirable and

%
H
7
3
ki
i
3
i
3

which not infrequent

are more comfort-

67

able than tents, as they retain the warmth
better. These men are content with rough
food—pork, biscuit, oleo, and molasses—
which s their usual diet; the sportsmen
from abroad will consul their own prefer-
ences in this respect. I mi
at consderble ength

15 e, bt € miy pechapy b
crable that 1 hould it the.vesitaony
of other witnesses. Admiral Sir William

anedy, known as “the Nimrod of the
Brigh “Navy" in one of his books un-
burdens himself

“In my opinion Newhsollad uitte
finest sporting country it has ever
lot to enjoy. 1 have fished in every river,
rossed the sland from East to Wes, and
hunted in every it, and_not only
i thee dect, mlfmg but very fiir grouse
shooting and also salmon and sea_ trout
fihng. But the sport par cxecllnce is

h the ridle, hunting the caribou o wood-

e ‘animal is a finer beast
than the Norwegian reindeer and carries
more massive antlers. The sport 1 en-
joyed on these occasions would fill a vol-
ume, but 1 have not space to relate it
here.

Dr. §. T. Davis, of Lancaster, Pa. who
hunted here a few years ago and
a book descriptive of his apmmm
state i it that during a twenry don’
on the White Hill, inland from  Hall B:y.
party saw e
actual count; and the marsh which was the
scene of their operations was not of very
hlge cxum. e author of the book
brought down a_splendid stag, whose
eight et not less than six_hundred

o Fhe Sparhmen’s Eskibition scontly
held in ﬁ’aamn Square Garden, New
York” Some of the dimensions of these
magnificentantlers were as follows:
Length of horas from haie to tip, 42
d, from tip to t

b, T s o s ok
11 fet 9 inches, With this twophy he
might well be a proud mant  His book also
detil the cireumstances atending the
killing of the other prizes they broug]

dowi ParfInstaces vodor ooy



68 Relentless Pursuit of the Newfoundland Caribou

hunting we find the record that two of the
n forty-five minutes had killed
and sighted f
As a further illustration of the ease wi
which the “hunting” is done, 1 might cite
s s piry of six young men
from Johns, who took a week's trip to
the uplmd\ list September. They chose
Howley Station, on' the Topsails Ridge,
one of the bt do puk in the island,
and located at a miner’s shack two miles
e \rmum But right oo the line of
railws aribou were Jhumhm. crossing
i droves of haiudrods sach de
They might have killed
quantum the f
out, but refrained

four dee

-one.”

the

bowl them over. |

until the animals
were actually |

cosing the nils | M |
to down them [} 1 [} |
then obvisted e | {
necessity o lum‘- i i1 |
| §
l {

wransport their d t can
Sach b with the mickadsn o€ |
Sometimes the deer would be-
come alarmed at  passing engine, and show
a reluctance to cooss the track.  Then the
party would stalk them. On one occasion
B et B~ ey (ot e
in drawing on a caribou found xhn
his cartridge had jamme

Killed one deer, handed him hi
d took the other.
stalk .ln‘d
ing v
nm.nl:l him.
by

continued hn

P he ng
fime i et Sogs s s

In her surprise she f

I back on her

haunches and he rushed up with the stock
of the gun raised to brain her. Suddenly
I

20 sk e il e e S8 1t sie
below the hurm as she tried to rise. Then
knif

he dlu”v(d his

heart

she tu

o g proving

animal, one o

|
i

1
1l

E e
car, fired

party dusiag the

time

A

along
G

and brought it down.

stopped the tr.
aboard, and the
sengers, thoug

express train,

ain, the car

journey

ing no surprise to the local
d

his

m;. i, he closed, stabbed her to the
nd

mH\d over 1lklr-
to

¢ illed by e
ole

ey, weis: ol the

grounds.

The next day M——

forty yards from
ere it was
~nmL before it
fell. As the party
retuming
home a herd of

train, then going
about twenty
miles an hour.
The deer, alarmed,
deflected and ran
El.\llcl with the
out two_hundred
distant. One of the

n
The conductor
was resumed, the

would re;

rather strange in conncetion with an

One of the Standard Oil magnates, who

owns a hunting lod;

has it lo

n

one of the remoter

at the base of some
n the umvu branches of one

igh
P wHich e Hian omcrueiod W' shatie a8
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lookout. In this eyrie a guide is con-
stantly stationed to watch for the

of caribou, for the place commands
of the best leads in the region. When d

ses an clectric
Jres pising

out. There, with his glasses, he surveys
the herd, and if it evidences the
of a likely head he descends an
to stalk it. Otherwise he returns to his
pipe and book in e lodge while the guide
watches for another promising specim
Other weslthy Amerilans heve practically
pre-empred territory which hunters not s0
generously dowered cannot afford the ex-
nisc of reaching, but in spite of this there
s ample opportniy and exelent vantage
round for all who are likcly to vt s

some years

"Most of these are true hunters, who
would scorn to do an unsportsmanlike act,
but some who lack these essentials have
brought discredit on all by the
last season and the year before. They
shot more than their quantum of caribou,
cut off the heads, and left the carcasses un-
buried and destroyed several promising
soctions, because the pollution of the air
from the bodies drove the live deer
i ther direcionss An offort was made
to locate the more glaring offenders, but it
filed, as guides are loth to give evidence
against those who employ them, but more

Newfoundland Caribou

69
stringent enactments are now contem-
plared to prevent a continuance of this

abuse. Yet this is harm
e by i ke of Nowsatadlig,
who not only kill great numbers, but wous
50 many more with their slugs and cruel
mi

The most competent observers maintain

that if dx resent needless and unbridled
butchery of the caribou is not speedily
chocke rh: extermination of the animals

is only a matter of a few years. To hus-
band it as a great game preserve needs
more stringent legiltion, a berter or.
ganized system of gui nd

s an,
i pesbibition of the Whlssgrend butchary
ich is now carried on.
Meanwhile, the American hunter who

comes amon
welcome and satisfying sport. The chicf
drawback to the island is ifs lack of horels
St. Johns possesses two iocre
ones, but none meriting the name as it is
understood in the United States. The
Reeds, who operate the railway, are pro-
jecting one on modern lines, but it cer-
ainly will not be built this year though
it may be ready for occupancy in the

of 1903, In the interior there s a sports-

man's otel, termed the “Log Cabin,” and
i the diffwent hamists dlong, the west
coast it is always possible to find clean and
comfortable lodgings and well cooked sim-
ple fare

us is assured of a hearty




