By Ganyana

{sat alone by the fire sippfng coffer, deepin thowpin froutied thought. It was

the first time | had evergiided snybody on a leopsrd imtend inthe fading

fight of day thingelmd geneliermibly wrong In 8spiit second. | now sat

reviewlng my mistakes ﬂnﬂ' fhl‘ wimperthint dmwn would bring Wy client had

taken sormething fo) ﬁﬂ i’ﬂm Eleep washed it down with & very generous
helping of Scotely !Im'fﬂjﬂt nb‘l-lf.h‘ﬂm‘fnp fieavily in a tent some distanEE o

Tt

had hunted leopard before, quite often in

fact. Problem leopard that were killing

stock, whan my job was simply 1o ramove
them as quickly as possible with no thought
of sport, The two mathods | had usad when
pgrowing up, and even as an officer in the
Wildlife Department, had been exciting. |
had either run the leopard to sanh using a
Bushman tracker, or gone to the nearest
kraal and borrowed a pack of hunting dogs,
politely known &8 begenjies, Given frash
spoor, aither the Bushman or the dogs
would daliver the leopard at least 50% of
the tima, Sure, | had also set up blinds near
the kill and waited for the leopard 10 return
and on occasion rasamed to palsan ar baar
traps, but | had neveér had to choose the site
for & leopard blind, hang the bait, and than
rely on somebody else’s shooting ability
But now | was on leave from the Wildlife
Department trying to supplemant my
incoma legally. If word got out that | had
wounded and lost a leopard | would be the
laughing stock of the department for
maonths to come. Waorse silll if things went
wrong in the maorning and | got mysalf
proparly scratched up. Any reguired sick

leave would be “unpaid leave” since the
Injury would ba classified as “salf-inflicted
whilst not an duty”

That long night in the MNyakasanga, |
reviawad every detail of the hunt with care

and my shorcomings were only too plain, |
had sited the bait in @ rain tree on the adge
ol a dry river-bad, Thare had bean planty of
spoor, both fregh and old, indicating that tha
leopard regularly used that route. The rain















