iliam Jackman Jeffery, born 1857,
learnt his mrade working for B Wiebley
in |:'I|.rl'|'|||:l|:;|'|.l.l'|1 Around 1887, after a
|.||'\|.||m' with M ‘ﬁi‘hh:y. he lefe to found his own
firm titled W | 'r'ﬂ{'r:.' B Co. Although sill a
young man by gun-making standards, by 1888 he
wis running a flourishing establishmen:. His
enthusiasm for the are of gun-making was
superceded only by his desire 1o run & successful
and |1r-.-El[.Ll|h- business which, ||}' 1892, wai
||J.|'cri|'|l.: over 1000 second-hand Euns foor sale.
W1 (sic William Jackman Jeffery) did naot
focus solely on the top end of the marker. He
ensured that he stocked WEAPONS [0 ST every
e ker, with |.:L|-||J |||:.1|ir\'. medium ||ri-:'|.'1|
\|:||.r|g|||:|'|. and rifles for the middle range as well as
1685 che
Brinish Empire was ar its peak and W]] had
anticipated the demand for large-bore black
|K:l'.l'|.1|.'| rifles for the Indian and newly CINETEINg

Lil.rupfr wecond=hand WELPOME, In

African marker. In h|||:|:1||p; terms the |".|:|.p|r|;

controlled vast ternones contining some of the
worlds hinest dangerous-game hunging areas -
India, Burma, Canada, Australia and of course
Eastern and Sourhern Africa. By 1897, one year

Nitro Bi
Game Rifl

afer | H:Etr_\' & Co had introduced cheir 450 _{I i
|.1I|_.u: bore cordiee rifle, he realised thar the Ll.i:l-"'a of
|1i|:||-|!:-c:|rr hlack powder rifles were numbered and
that there was a huge market for big game rifles
He then produced his .450/.400 3 inch nitro,
Unlike other makers of “best guns only”, W]
realised thar the marker for modern |||:|_.; AT rifles
in the medium price bracker was the largest
untapped source of income available w an
r|11rrp-r|.'|:|.n||i.a| LT maker,  William’s business
micthods were very advanced for the period. His
muin competitors were Righy and Westley Richards
and he realised that, in order o compere in this
lucrative marker, he would have w develop a
signiificant network of ourworkers, He sourced chese
amongst the Birmingham-based rifle makers -
Saunders, Ellis, Webley, Tolley and Leonard Bros as
well as Turners of Reading, John Wilkes and many
others the UK. He obeined
COMPpONEnts af competitive prices wherever he

elsewhere in

could, for example Germany and Belgium, always
ensuring that the produces were of the best qualicy
available, and he worked with lower profic margine
bur produced a large volume in order to achieve the
profits he soughe. By 1905 he was producing large
quantities of medium-priced nitro calibre double
rifles in both his own proprictary I:;I.'H“H as well as in
various ather available calibres.

William died in 1909 and was succeeded by his
brother Charles, Around this tme the number of
douhle-harrel rifles markered by W | Jeffery & Co
mikde them Frn::-l:uh|:.-' the |dl‘gp! ﬂin!de pnn.h!.z'r in the
LK.
repastation for their good handling, accurate shooting,
excellent ballissic pn'ﬁ::-rrnaru.r and value for MY

The WEAPQnS rl|_1i|d|}' gained a worldwide

The company was very successful until afrer
World War 2. the
dissolurion of much of the British Empire shartly
afterwards meant thar, as with | Righy & Co,
their towards  production  of
predominantly big game rifles resulted in a
dramatic reduction in business. In the ffies
Jeffery's was mainly involved in selling shotguns
and bale rifles in O peLiEinn with a dozen other
Londan gun-makers.

L

The end of the war and

ornentapan

=
es

By Paul Roberts

In 1956, the company was purchased by
Malealm [.:rr“ who also owned the London=hased
Westley Richards Agency. However, shortly after
this acquisition he was asked o become managing
director and chief executive of Holland &
Halland which had m:|11|}' becen Jrar hased from
the Holland i-ulrl:||3r by a group of Uk-based
investors, As Holland & Holland was at that dme
probably Britain’s largest gun-making company
Malcolm, understandably, employed his immense
mlents o promore and develop thar company.
This resulted in W] ]rﬂ":r:l.' |1ri|1|_.: held as a
subsidiary company which, as che yeam
progressed, was urilised less and less by Holland's.

In 2000, W | Jeffery & Co passed ino
American ownership and is now being run by Paul
Roberts, past owner of | Righy & Co. It is based
in 1lr"ul.l!uil'l;l.ll, London where it i'\G, ance ag,a,in,
producing big game rifles in the traditional Jeffery
manner. The general manager of the current W |
Jeftery & Co, Piers Crump, worked ar Holland 8
Holland for a ten-year period when thar company
owned the Jeffery name,
dL‘J!l!J!: nEmJ!.- of it |'|i:.||.|r:|.' and |1n||.|u|.'h. .II:ILI. Eﬂil:lr(j

He has made an in

1i.gr|iﬁr.]:l.l insight into how the old COmpany
operated, Regrettably, the original sales ledgers
showing customer and weapon purchase deails,
were destroyed in the war, so part of his study has
been based om the rather scant records chat
survived, He has, however, g:.l:iu:'md further
extensive knowledge on this subject during his 30
vears working in the British gun trade. Below are
some of his findings in regard o the Jeffery
calibres produced over the years.

* 600 Nitro First introduced wich a 100 grain
cordite load as early as 1900, the year the Frst 00
ritle appears in the records, [t was a deuble barrel
lever over guard hammer rifle weighing 150bs. The
records indicate thae four different Ly pes of GO0
nitro rifle were produced:

*  Double barrel hammer lever over guard
*  Single barrel snap under lever
*  Single barrel falling block

o Double barrel snap u nder lever in both ejector

and non-gjector
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About 70 rifles were made, including a few
regulated tor 120 grain cordite load as opposed
o the normal 100 grain load, “When First
introduced, the 600 nitro was the most powertul
ritle cartridg

Sportin ever developed and

remained so unel the 196075,

The birst lettery sidelock ejector (600 ever made

is currently in production ar Jeffery’s facrory in

Landon

* 500 Jeffery Rimless Magnum Much debare

origin of this calibre, [t

has ensued regarding th

T Lo ey oy B
ms obvious to us that, circa 1927, lettery & Co

copied the German 12.7mm Schuler roun

v closely, Uneil the advent

not exactl ____..__ ¥

of the .460 “Wetherby, the 500 Jettery was

considered the most powerful bolt-action
sporting rifle cartridge. Between 1928, when
the cartridge frst appeared in their catalogue,
and 1950, some forty rifles were _._T:_..__:_”..._

However, in recent vears the calibre has enjoved
a significant revival. As well as the current Jeftery

.n_.:.:.__: L1, Many ather “__..__-rn.m..“

¢

Excellent

manufacturing rifles in cthis
ammunition is made in both the UK and
Germany, the current Woodleigh projectiles used

he pre W2

today being kK

SUpErior o
production bullers,
* 475 No.2 Jefh

version with the 500 grain .48

Ritles in this spec ial tery

calibre buller




started appeaning in Jeffery's production records as
early as 1906 and by 1910 had largely replaced the
450 No.2.

A word of caution: 475 No.2 Jeffery
ammunition available from Kynamco UK must
not be used in standard 475 No.2 rifles which are
intended for the 483 diamerer 480 grain bullets.
This calibre proved o be a grear success for the
company as it was popular with Indian princes as
well as African hunters. It was a large,
case with a reintorced rim and Jeffery’s was able o
produce a great-handling 24 inch barrelled double

rifle weighing only 11 lbs but with modest recoil.

OW PIFCAsLIE

It was highly effective against the largest of
dangerous game in Africa and Asia and Jefferys are
again making rifles in this calibre, exactly as per
the much sought-after original models.

|efferys continued making a few DB rifles in
this calibre right up o the end of their original
production period. The famous French Big Game
hunter, Chamault, owned a pair of 475 No.2s
built in 1956. Belore Jefterys ger a deluge of
letters asking for whom their rifles were builr, |
would mention that no original owners are
mentioned in the pre-World War 2 era. During
the war most of the old sales ledgers were either
destroyed by enemy action or lost; only the
numbers books survived, and these only give




ifications, referring w the lost ledgers for

niormanonm ol the origin
Ic W I

Wt ..||_| AL r_||- E DIE

OWIIErS,

know, however, thart

yme hunrers

well Corron, H H Jodhpur and

|ettery rifles are mentoned in
memoirs

o 450 MNo.2 ]:'1-1-:'r1. Boath double-barrelled and
| calibre

falling-block rifles were made in

wliseed by i 1905 |',|- } |:|-.||

rful low-pressure cartridge proved tw be a

for cthe cor 1pany |

Winnes nforcunately 1t lost

4 sl WS I|!..|II':II.:II

in India. A few DB rifles in this calibre appear in

the recornd:
I :I:'\

« 450/.400 3 inch It'r’r'rrjl. cartridge

ved the mosi .".:|-'.||| o wsed

Y gAme Cartricige

n India berween 1898 and |mmediacely

1950

wfeer the introduction of the 450 3 nitroa

irtricy w John Righy | designed a
completely new cartridee case. It was -;';.|:|H|||'.
designed for the new nitre cordite load introduced
in & il contained 50 ETAINS Of l!.:l.l::l |ll.|l.|.
Ihis was followed immediately in 1898 wich the
el I alibire |'-'l-'--.-.| SLt

PIE I WS a5 a

g elephant

tiger rifle that it enjoyed greatest prominence.

n this calibre in many formars
ks, ejector and non-ejector boxlocks
Few snap-ur der lever doubles

particularly popular with the Maharajahs and
wealthy British sporsmen. Excellent ammunition
with Speriorn bullets is again available ftor this
calibre from borh Kvnameoo and YWo |!_'.:I'|!:_ Rome
i Crermany

* 404 Jeffery This grear British classic was

introduced by W] in 1905 and, until che adven
if 416 Rig Westley

i 1
FREEL ||| rifle carend

by and .42 Richard, held

as the rop Afri

Srill |'\-|l_l|||.|' today with the excellent ammo

available, w EApONS 1n this calibre have been made

by custom and
worldw

v 333 ju.'l'l'rr_v rimless & ﬂungmi First
1508

|1|-.|..i.|.-':x|| rifle-makers

ide, including Ruger.

Untl they studied the

W

unaware of the vast number of ritles i-l-:|.|-.|-. ed in

'IIZ"-|-|'I- cuin

records, the currene lettery owners were

this calibre, both double and balt action. The last
one produced appeared in the records in the early

19505, The calibre fired a 250 grain buller ar 2500

tps and, when introduced, was one of the mos

eftective |:|\'\.|:'|||'. bore calibres available. Based on

1 i i i
the _1'|."| CASC, n ||'|||I,'-\.'-\. 1T GOl |.| ¢ uUstd In

Mauser 98 reh actions, Jeftery

standard

"||\I'.||.-\.I_ .|.'i: ':Ii'u I.n.Ii!II:' mn |"'I'||I
!

i g S TeTiT .
standard .-.IIl.l Imiay JLTI0NS, L

1z ol "|.|||l.l.|'.|l.| ] Il.l'l:'_l.l'

Wis '--C'III-"'.'.lI.-\.: Wil I!.ll\'n'-l'l! |l -.l'.L' .|.r-.'..|| ||| ||||.

,"\_=\ || o |: magnum Ammuniton ..I|l=,l|-.

became a |~|--|u'||| and ics |1|\1'-||.|:'=\ waned afrer

i R
Wiorld War I he ammunibion 15, however, now

ONES, Wil FC-if

[his calibre

el I'\"||||I|| ed again by Kynameo and it 1s hoped

that some of the old rifles, and perhaps a hew new

fin the |'.|||'.I||||_' ,'|.||_'

I'here were other Big Game « artridges desig

|'\-:. |-:r!|'|". such as the .333/.280, in '-'-I":I\II at e

1 dozen rifles were made, and the 303 nimless

magnum, bur they never achieved any grear

universal poj sialariy

n addition to the Jeffery proprietary calibres

mentioned, they also made ritles in all che popular

standard calibres. Many doubles were made in

470, quite a few in 500 and several in 3/7. In
nedium bores letfery made a larpe quantity |30

at least) bole rifles in 375 H &

M magnam

Ciirrently the most POpLLAT bolt-ritle calibres that

Jeffery's s making are 416 IQ'E'- 500 Jeltery,

175 H & H and 404 in about that order.

With I'-'_l:-l'-|'~ to double-barrel rifles, the

CLUrrent |||'.

I i 1
ICORON o« I'...|I."- ingo AT :.-| I.Il-'-
|:::|H_||.|| cakibres

300 nitro, 9.3 x T4R, 470

and 475 Nno.2
Although Je

it was their timely entry

vy made thousands of -I'-II:-_"I"I'-

nitro big game rifles thar was the

WCCTel OF ThReLr

t of the 20ch century

success in the early p

I'he new intend o work along
similar lines [Argering the same hunt Il!: IMArket

'.'|';|' !'IIII-Ll I|||.I.||\. '||I,'I,:II||'!I I\'I\.\,\.'!.I '||..!."|
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Chare and ballistic information by Piers ( rump




