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One of the ueryt few remaining'white spoti in the African map, still as late as the 1960s, was the
remote soutb-east corner of Angola, in the old Cuando-Cubango Prouince.

f came to fnor a linle bii of this 'no-man

I I"na, ' thanks ro rhefirsr-handinformation 
' ln 

1962 I was hunting in Uganda, a - a r. .ond 
" i l  

my ' impossible'dreams' became

I given to me by my dear friend. rhe lare wonderful country in rhose days before the a realiry. Of course, I accepted and two

Jose Fenykoevi. who was the f irst ro visi t  this ldi  Amin disaster, when I gor a telegram from weeks later I  was on my way. ln those days i t

part of Angola several t imes in the 1950s my lr iend Fenykoevi in Madrid, asking me to was extremely dif f icult  to reach Luiana from

dur ing  h is  p r ivare  hunt ing  and exp lo ra to ry  contac th imassoonas l re tu rnedtoSpa in .Of  Luanda,  the  cap i ta l  o fAngo la .  the  shor tes t .
expedit ions. In one of them, in 1955, he shot cour5e I was very curious and, on my arr ival way being from Victoria Fal ls. in Sourhern
amonstere lephant  -  13 f t2  in  (4  m 1cm)  up  someweeks la te r inVa lenc ia .  myhomerown,  I  R l rodes ia (nowZimbabwe) .  Fromthere ,  I  had

l: H:*fffil,il,,1:t-'l;l,)Ifr?::* 
'Tli"i.'i 

l,Jo, n. exprained ,he marrer: rn i; K"tff::J'ii:i:,tJ'ilf'*"Jli:*::
During my continuous search for new 1961. some good fr iends from Lisbon had the Zambezi fuver here and arr ive to Katima

elephant country al l  over Afr ica. I  was very obrained from the Angola Covernment the Muli lo in the Caprivi  Str ip. parr o[Sourh Vl/est

lucky to combine i t  wirh my other great r ighrs Lo a huge hunting concession in 'The Afr ica (now Namibia).In 1962, the road from

passion: lhe explorat ion of remote and losr Land of the End of the Vorld'  under Lhe Vic Fal ls to Karima Muli lo was a lousy one -

corners. 
l fr ;  

nart icular,O,T.,,r , t l t  
,*: :" , t :  

name of Luiana Safaris - rhe Portuguese name iust a sandy track: but from there to rhe border
, 
.. . afr$ota..$.-lne lanc.at the

fascinatedme-primit iveandne4rlyuqkntl . :n,. . . .c.!x.rggw"', ,o. ' i i l . ; .

.. 1 with,only ,a tr.ny adminisuritive'

'ii 
ih. priuil.
and lousy l i fe in the whole counLry...  with the large amounts of money invested. in Katima Muli lo, the nearest post with a

'Desp i te the t imp iec i ,e . , .a , 'd . ' ' ' , i n4eu ia t -6 ,Fenyk iev iand
maps of the territory, for years I dreamt of ou., 

"nd 
reorganize the company. For me this store was Finaughty. th. grandson oi"the

going there. But irs remoteness, the expenses was a lantastic proposir ion, to be able Lo go famous elephant hunter Wil l iam Finaughry.

involved, and the total lack oFhelp lormed an to the land of my dreams l ike a paramounr who hunted berween 1867 and lB77 in

impossible barr ier, and I continued dreaming chiel,  explore the country, open tracks for .Matabeleland, thanks to his fr iendship with
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' ihe great cl'ief Mzilikazi; hg shot around 400

e lephan ts .  a l l  w i t h  h i s  4 -bo re  gun .

In the extfen-e tjp. of the . south,east coiner

of Angola,: along the Crlandij Rive.;' *. ,

establ ished a mini  camp on the lefr  bank,  in
,Northern Rhode.sid, where ..one Land.Rover

was kepL to go ro Kar ima Mul i lo and br ing

all ihe necessiry supplies back to ihe border.

Friim here werything was senr 
:to 

Angola,:

loaded'on a pentoort:made with empty petrol..

drums and.strong planks. The crossing:.fqom'

one'side of the river.tp ihe:oiher took 4n .hoqr;
fo l lowing an open channel  through rhe high

grass and aquatie veg€tation. .Anqther Land-.

Rover wai ted on the Argolan s ide ro lake

everything to rhe main camp, about 50 km

away.on a very poor track. Th6 adiirinistrative

pori of i-ul"a" was about nine krn up the river

in a beautifirl place wit! big trees, :home to ;

hundreds of dor,.sl i , .' , ,,, 
'

On arriv.al at Lqiana.C-arnp:I met the people :

working: there: oriei camp manageqi two,. PHs,.,

and rwo dr ivers lor  rhe hunt ing cars.  a l l  of

them Portuguese, p lus al l  rhe nat ive workers.

The camp. wirh . i ts  smal l  chalets and centra l

dining room, was in better'.c<jndition thae I .

expected.

Final ly  I  was at  the gate of  my wonder land,

Af.ter a.fefu dayg in camp:sgrtin'g o.ut problems,
.I :started 

lo-prepare to explore the'.country

between the Cuando River in tlie east,,fcirming
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the boundary berween Angola and Northern

Rhodesia.  and the remote and unknown

territory -to the wesr. along thr Luiana and

Utembo Rivers.

The co,untry was a succession ofopen places,

locally known as 
'chanas' 

that alternared with

forests wi th,  b ig t rees and horr ib le thorn bush,

very d i f f icul t  to cross.  The sandy terra in made

rhe  wa l k i ng  t i r i ng .
\With some smal l  and near ly useless rents,

food, riffes and the polrers. we starred rowards

the areas nobody had enrered before;  dur ing

1961 ,  hun t i ng  had  mos t l y  been  a l ong  rhe  road

to rhe Ner iquinha Mission and Mavinga.

Nor roo lar  f rom the camp we srar ted to

see rhe f i rs t  gaTe -  reedbuck,  t iang,  roan.

zebra and,  near rhe water.  many red lechwe.

About l0 km far ther,  in a p lace wirh several

warerholes. we saw the first eleBhant, buflalo

and black rh ino t racks,  which was fantast ic

news. Here and.-there we,also found lion.

tr4cks, very'weh marked in the sand., Thq

expeitation.could not be, betlet. :, .r :, . . . .
Along the way, rrying to find the easiest way

for a future ueck, the i'ratives rnarked the tree; .,

w-ith their axes. L:rtir; the Land-Rovers could :.

cross thelbush',without 'much problem. 
tln:.

Angola, these bush tracki arq namgd 
'plcadagli ,

and one qf otir objgcfiveswai lo makd'as man11,

as possib le in order to reach the mosr remore

parts of  the concession wirh the future saf lar is .
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Euen ,72 tfiose far away
, .

days ffi a remote terrttorl

?sge$r l$i&vet&d, &.efore, tuskers ouer
B0 lbs. were dfficult to fnd

t ,
4n6t Uere ttle exceptxon.

Little by little we went ahead, reaching places

neve r  v i s i r ed  be fo re  by  a  wh iLe  man .  GPS had

.ot yet been invented, ald we'found our way
'with 

a.compaii, the sun.and our instinct while

I made maps of sorts, m.arking the riverS and

permanent ryaterholes, so nectssary for. game

animals. The territorylwas.sparsely irihabited,

and we found only some pr imi t ive groups

of  Burhmen from r ime to t ime. known as
'Mukankalas '  

in Angola.  These poor people.

.who had never met a .European before, were

horr i f ied to see me. I  he Bushmen qvere st i l l
-completely pure, without arly mixed .blood

froin other tr'ibes. Aq- I .am 6 feet 4 inchEs m11,'

they looked like miniatures by compariion;
.and wei€ very hervous in front of me.. Thanks

to my interprerer ,  a hal f -caste Ponuguese

and Afriian, I was able to c6mmunicate with

rhem. and. after they lost their fear, rhey

turned our to be qui te f r iendly.  so di f fegent

from their relatives in Botswana and Namibii
, '  '  '  ,  '- always w1rn.a serlous expression, distanrand.

dist rust fu l .  The in[ormar ion I  used to get  f rom

the Mukankalas was always qui te accurare and

very helpful, just like thd Pygmies in the

Cameroon, Gabon and rhe Congo. which i t  is

a great  rh ing for  hunrers and explorers.

Mon ths  l a t e r ,  when  I  was  on  sa la r i

after elepharrts, I came across a gto,lj gf

Mukankalas I had known fo,r some time.. The

chief .  an old person [u l l  of  wr inkles,  was a

wel l -known hunter and,  when I  asked him

i f  he knew where to 6nd rhe elephants,  he

quickly answered: "Yes, I know." My .ne)at

question was: "-{/here?" Alrd his fantastic

reply.  poinr ing ahead wiLh his arm, was:  " ln

t h e  b u s h . . .

kind of ianimals' they had in front- For sure, '

they we-!e not at all used to ieeing humans.
11 yas the ,same with the leopards, also

found al l  over rhe place. $/e never hunted

rhem with bait eithei be&use they would have
.a dayiight.siesta on a.branch or any oth6r clear ,

place . easy to spot them. It was li\e hunting

in a zoo.... Buffilo,was,alway! present, in big
herdq 11d in srnall groupr of old bulls, with
vgry r6ne. hea.ls among them., I shot several
betw€en 46 and 50 inches, 6ut the biggest one,
obra ined by  one o four  PHr .  - . . ru rJJ  52- l12
i n i h e s , a , q u p e r i r o p h l , ' '
: The old' eleph4nts .had rhori':and very rlhl6p
'tusks.' Their, bodies wgre so big thaq' man)t

times,lhe hiinlers irnderestimated ihe weight
'irl the ,rus!<r. bQcaqse ,they iooked'sriraller'by
,cqnipirigon. The. bigges.r ,l lhot':was a.,103lb

single rusker, but I  gor several in the 80 and

90-lb class, ,Even:in those.f4r'away days in a
rernote territorir neltr thuiited before, luskers
over 80 Lbs; were di.f€ctilt to find,:rnd w€fd rhe

exception. The average was from 50 to 70 lbs.

per tusk. I f l  am not wrong, the record for rhe
Cuando-Cubango was. l20,.and 125 lbs., shot
some few years after I left rhe country.

As I sajd before. black rhino was plenti ful.
and I was very lucky to get the al l- t ime Angola
record with 30-Jl4 inches. on safari  with a
cl ient in I96J along the Luiana River.

Creater kudu and sable with magnif icent
heads were found all .:over the, dace,;. Vbry.,
sdldom we .shot'sable *ith -less then' 44','r'
and my biggest onq *1. 5g:17t1', 6oth horni,,
eiactly the sam€ length. Kudq'witfr heads up
ro 58" were nol rare, and during the rhree
years I was there, we gor three bul ls over 60",
the biggesr 63-I I  2", a supei beaury.

In the marshes along the Cuando fuver
lived thousandq ofrgd lechwes. Looking from
a high point i t  was possible ro see a moving
red.mass, and tley were .tame like catrle. The

problem was to choose the r ighr one ro shoor
because. when you were aiming ar one. then
there waq anoqher bigger one naxt to .it, and it.
was  l i ke  th is  a l l  rhe  t ime.

I stayed for rhree years (1962 ro 1964) in
'The Land ar rhe End of the Vorld'  exploring
and hunt ing .  hunt ing  and exp lo r ing . . .  We
managed to build up a small landing suip
for charter planes'for,clients, itc-. in 1963
rhe government stopped us bringing cl ients
lrom Vic Fal ls. and we were Forced ro bring
them from Luanda. An off ice was opened in
Luanda and connected by radio with our camp
in Luiana. We were also forhidden ro bring
supplies _from Katima Mulilo. and everything
had Lo be from Angola. The nearest place
from camp where it was possible to get fbod,
petrol,  etc.,  was rhe rown of Serpa Pinto,
around 700 km norrh-west. The road was
terrible, just deep sand:' $e,Loughr a poweiful
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The farrher wesr we wenl !

we found more and more

elephanls, mostly old buils,

vbry seldom females, and

never a single calf. Ir'looked

to me like an asylum for old

age elephants. Black rhinos

were always present in .high

numbers, like in northern

Kenya in the golden days.

One day, walking along the

srrrdll Kandonge River', we counted 23 of them,

going and coming from the.water, something

that  todiy would look l ike a fantasy.  but  i r  was

very t rue only 45 years ago.

The bul l  e lephants in Lhe Cuando-Cubango

area had the biggest bodies I have seen in my

life,.real monsters. I have hunted elephants all

over Africa and never saw such huge specimens

as those. .Lions were always present, and at

night  we heard rheir  roar f rom many di f lerent

directions. -When we started the safaris we

used  ro  shoo r  t hem w i t hou r  ba i t :  i n  day l i gh t ,

they were quite tranquil, looking to us with

curiosity as though trying to find out what
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lor iy. a Unimog with a trai ler that journeyed

back and lrorth from Serpa Pinro. Half

the trai. ler was ful l  wirh diesel drums for

the Utimog, J*ays it double gear on the

sandy trdck.
Duri ng those unforgertable years explori  ng

.the very last corner of the territory, my grgaq
reward was to be rhe first wh.ite person

to put his feet in virgin terr i tory. to meet

people who had never before seen a white.

, face, and to know a pure Afric4 as it was

lefore the'ariival of the European... a ieal

Paradise.

By.the end ol 1964 I had done al l  that was

required by Fenykoevi and his Friends who

;'also hqnted.with me there. By that time

the company had grown and there were too

many people around. So I convinced mysqlf

that it was time to say good-biye to Angol4

where I had enjoyed myself up to the vely

last drop; and.go back to my old hunting

grounds in the Sudan, Kenya. Ubangui-
Chaii, Somalia

After I  left ,  the company continued for

yeais; later, people from Mozambique went

there  to  hunt  and,  l i t r le  by  l i t t le ,  my

virgin .Afr ica became a prosti tuted Afr ica,

the hunting grounds ruined by shooring

from the cars, and worse - a real disaster,

Then in the 1,970s the civi l  war staned,

and my beloved Cuando-Cubango province

became the headquarrers of the rebels. with

Iandmines by hundreds of thousands. and

. killing every'thing on four legs for. fe;od;

The iacalculable numbers ef red lechwe in. :

the rr-arshis aloqg +9 Cpndo River were
' rdducedtozdro . . . ' . :  

' ;  I  . i , '  . .  .1  .i.' Now 43 ye4rs havg elapsedfrom'the.dayi

I left 'The Landrai the End of the.Vorld,'',,1

but the memories are as fresh as though i t

was only two days ago that I  walked endless

mi les  w i th  my .416 fugby  r i fe  on  rhe

shoulder. I f  I  could turn back the clock.

I would,want.nothing moie than io re-liv€

thosc happy days,cif dawns.alongthe Luiana

fuver and nighls with the Southern Cross ,

shining !n {1 :tt lrt: diamor,rds.,. 
' 

, l

PH Tony Sanchez-Arifio is qhq authol'

of 'Elephant, Ioorl & Hanlgrs', 'Thq Last' ,

of . the Few',' and,' On . he' TisiL of t/tet.A//1cai,',,

Eleoha nt, and luorv', 7't
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