ad the fire been younger,
bluish violet eyes might have bets

visible, reflecting the glow of resinous
that were now dull ai

would be almost a blessing 1o the
youngest one, passed out at the very
perimeter of the dying light

' eyes were still. Unblinking. It was
now 1o dark to see the long drip of saliva
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Laughing Matfer.
S

Tl sotndiesd e ’
and the slight shifting of the scemingly
crippled hind legs. With a studied stealth,
the great, muscular head twrned to survey
the vllage, empty, lifeless, dead in the
depths o sleep.” Satisfied, the animal
doser a single step. stopped and
‘again looked completely around him. Th
smell of the man-place brought a pulsing
throb of hunger scampering through his
stomach. It detected the slightly rotten
aroma of fire-dried venison made without

with only a short thaich of fur on their
heads. But, food was food and there had

o - ol
2

played under the matted pelt as a foreleg

was lfted and carefully placed down, then

into & shadowy blurr and then he was
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Warrior

more tha

of & charmingly ipe

vl not be etned o' i e

Ao hiDiet than 3 pck
\puulhl Tt depends on e

viewpoint and the circumstan ‘i

R et i i o
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na, quite probabl

-t and fascinating

s that mean Africa

to e, the vundown cooing gree of
roosing doves and the vl amorgab

of the by el

as they grunt, grumbe, roar and

ot theenan ahe Mk Sa 1o

st honk \{i_the pipy
uibling blast. ol old s
hebepario ¢ 5 o,
any of ke matching o pnoy
sl with a pipe organ. Aftca s that
mpfie and gos it low, musc
o o Snde
m the . the tang of .
m‘uh e l\)mm Other
animals call. Hyenas el you something if
ouen Theyeak of he cllowsipof
th long. whooping
s um e and
g0 busuku,
slecping breath. of

continued on p. 70
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The Wntches Warrior

continued from p.

i they'e hungry
oot o b old smugh the

R i o B, i
!.mn whoopsand e thatdchrto

Actually, he was lucky it was ony his face,
Of ourse hyenas wil st the ils of other
predators just as you would pick up a $100
b.u Mowmg-\m\! thesidewalk Thacsjust

at_has_only fairly
o e s s it
o AL e s i

locations, Tions _actually live off_the
leavings of hyena packs, which must be
mighty slim pickings

1 have wri a recent i
DEATH IN THE LONG GRASS (which
by the strangest quirk of chance happens
10 be available through the NRA Book
Service at a juicy discount to members) of
some_biologists' findings, which d

eans abserved oo, walopig B
re orly cating prey they ad iled
themselves
AL s lance, the spotied hyena seems
hardly more than a misshaped buffoon, let

70

ol
Capstick c

alone a first-rate killer combining amazing
speed, power and scary intel

his sloping back and

gait, he looks m

and bear. although he’s really more closely

i a1, o ] dincion of

Sosoning i ol oyt o o

chest-thumping derring-do on my part, b
Tather fo the black magie quaiy of he
circumstances.

Becaus of s implied sssociston with
death, the hyena has never been thres
T ot e of gy ot S
fat, ey the pertect bt anil or
much of the black m ich is, even
these days, mly‘n\muly by
Hyenas, an

e, theye known by
different terms. There have been famous
it of chy(\my o, bt poplar-

Tan
et s c«m\mlm bectloprides ot
Bantu pe

Viosl “Boropears,” as all whites are
sy refrsd o Afc,putte whole
ot down as_purest mari, imal
Sibeacas wih l g 1
shoe. Maybe F've been out there too long,
becaute Fm jus oot s sure, and [ nod

Sy
o generally shrugs is

way alang the phlosophica path of e
anyway. Certainly this outlook is the
product of the hyena being the living
symbol of death, as even now many tribes

carry out the old and sick for hyena food
B 08 T

onsiders the
o e v Iteligent_ and. seciaing
meat-oaters he's ever had to tangie with.
Sefare they di and contaminate petecty
good huts with their wandering spirits.
Every snickering, m..m horne chuckLe s
constant reminder that we're all
o3t f yous i o ot mm\tu ith
e ot of ﬂumyu puller,
ul your cork arly: When in Afican
m.gnu himsl be!j!ln\s at the agonized
unded yena napping
e o gt o iraly
cating himielf alive, he's ealy whisim
i st Aud s Koom Fuiwil
have the last lau
e TSRS
ing imes wih byena,although not on 4
social basis. sl outbrak of
Tatag I Zamtias Neowhees prov
e seveal sensons beck was expecially

the oy one. Hyen:
strange, symmetrieal ks et o thei

shorst More importan
o Lilld duh ePiieaties oF it
killing and eating,
There were three dead people. all
women, by the time reports of the
oubres i he vilage of Mapil rsched

All had been killed in their huts at
Nk 3 four v Soigh Rt am A
severed before someone came to her aid
just a few hours before I arrived. She di

susicousof yen Kiling, | had 3 sood
look No qustion about i

by & parof quitc big
oo oot bees
fake.

0 have.
Whie 1 vas spookingaround e
! found from the ol goip
vomen wete i young an
amaried, o o el had
welkknow local wich and her private
icxip lh:mmpumon 1

Gid think it would do m

hang around & few nights in hope of o
shot.

I van the second evesing, about 10

pm ched uni downthe right
e oo oo
fresh, hunkered on  light platiorm of
boards atop the ruins of an

a good field of fire, Silent next to me. T
moon was §00d 0t o hands width over
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clear horizon, permitting me to sce the
sights of the Uelicate lite Righy 275
Rimless | used for light work. Notvery far
off, perhaps a halfa mile away. I hear
call of a hycna and the a another
very near it All vat quit for some 20
Bt 4 Ve ta g only 0w o
were quite exposed. Then,
[y i b e i
casually into the open. They paused for
ment, as if waiting for some signal,
then went straight for one of the huts
When 1 was sure both were far enough

Probably confused by the echoing of the
shot the second an o o ew yard an
I e back 1o the dead one just in
time 1 cach & special delvery Kynoch
soft-point. Both were dead s free lunch,
Smou piled together.

climbed down and gave them o
quick once-over to_ be certain they were
finished and were about to head back to
my nearby camp when one of the crowd
which had come pouring out of the huts
shouted to me. | walked back over and
saw that a man was pointing at one of the
animal's heads and speaking excitedly. By
the I h. 1 ook
closer look, bending down to examine one

enas' cars and got a very chilly

feeling.

‘Alosg the outside edge wers two sde-
by-side triangular notches, wel healed and
obviously old. To my even greater con-
sternation, the other hyena carried the
exact same markings. They were in exatly
the e plae nd, iy opiion, fa too
regular to have been accidental,

1 stood there baffled, the old witch
blew in, almost frantic with grief and hate.
If she was acting, she deserved an Oscar.
After a_dozen most original and quite
impressive curses, she calmed down and

 that I pay her 100 shillings cach
for h " as compensation. Of
course, 1 refused. | only wih | had
hough tocut of thoe car and syt
ertainly thought provoking
T v s Yot 0 and i plsid
o advise you that ot of my more
intimate_appendages have fallen off as
promiscd, akhough 1 can sill s some
hyperactive hackles when | think back on
that night

has changed by the continued
encroachment of man on habitat, the

blackness, ust to let you know you're not
as durable as you may

Doubt it? 1 dare you to leave your tent
open tonight, .
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