e towering Zambian n is hot
T et e hadows are rtsshingy coo

le rifle, carried by
Silent shoukde. The worn pink rubber of
the recoil pad seems somehow an insane
choice for a_masterpicce of Circassian
‘walnut and soft scrolling. You wonder idly
if there was an overrun years back on soles
for Pat Boone's white bucks that found its
From time (o time, you

flick a small,leafy branch at the old man's
ack t0 shoo the tetse flies that light, and
Invisib

A Rhino

Will Try To Kill You

Just Because You're There.

By Peter Hathaway Capstick

‘mobbing your face to drink the moisture
of your sweat. A glance at the next dung

must be stopped. Another pair of solids
are between the fingers of your left hand

pile of t ffalo herd is
only a half-hour ahead, and you ki

that at this hot time of the day they won't
moving fast. Any minute now y

should spot the tail of the herd and pick
ut a fat, young bullfor staff rations

ord or sign is necessary. As

hought croses your mind; ikt s

already paaing the rife and dropping

u need not follow the track any

T e X ey O

g ez o hs b,y doli

e S00-grain soldbuetntheright

t to minimize the

hance of e m, :lug passing through

clears your shoulders of the sneaky, ltle
blood suckers. You have long gotten used
t0 the whine of the stingless mopane bees

36

i Yout s e o st
jucketed s i he T barrl st n case
a rear raking shot s called for or a charge

have i entire sandwich without
realizing that they were still stuck there.

ull out the lttle

binoculars from the breast pocket of your

department-ssue tunic and start scanning
the dense tangles of bush ahead. Nothi

t. The wind's fine though, medium

dry, shade-haunted 1she v
an a iny pavses to
glas 5 he whip of a tail is

Uelegraphed through the dusty lenss and
other patches of dark, sparsely-bristied
hide stand out through the few gaps in the
cover. They're about a hundred yards off,
feedingslowly along na low,reddsh hze
like ground fog, raised by hundreds of
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Leaving your
you'begin to slip
forward, stalking the herd, looking for a
kel candai o he e Big Surprise. At40
Jards, Yo edg up to 8 bi tee and ook
the lot over again. Lord, but ther
siather of them! Some hulking, sarred
buls with wom horvips and hesvy
corrugaied hlmet of o are off
side, unusul a8 they are ot o leund
with the women and. kid
At o o st o s
4 g e youars. A o of
begins to wander by at an
ok nghl serons your front, only 30
yards away. You case the Evans up and
Toio & areutrest ovr your thusa wile
yourhand prses sty intothe ide of

men where they are,

chorus o waining yels eupts rom
behind you, and at

o ehglbedydy wmckeﬂ
stampede, only a few animals to be
through (hz choking pallor of dust o
churning fused, you swing
o ettt your fi eaction
is ange. Not for long.. fashing,
el oyl vy b ippears,
the weird chuff-chuff of a furious thino
Ioud even over the thunder of the running
buffalo.

hell! A thunderbolt of panic
tears through you as you watch helplessly,
the rhino closing on Invisible as if he is
sanding sl Headed right at you, the
 hildsthe hingunl st a3
m ml.m he is about i, he
it off to one’ nder With
Ve grse to¢ -t iom of
‘muscl, the bull hauls up with the delicacy
f a polo direction and is
on Inviibe befor be canrollavay. I al
siow motn,
Iowenng gnm great, spiked head, a burst
of di e s b T s of
lmmhl: ol e kgl et
's head and face as tightly as he
s
With the African still clutching the
animal fo dea e, the hin snortsand
starts to run off, Wil
quick shot_permits, you
point ino the center of the e, the

bulls nostrls

into the juncture
JUNE 1980

of neck and body. The

s i etrocted, Relod:
ing, you Thoot. b

e okt 0 et e Covred il
Nod 1 i o i angieh and
despair swirl through you is
Rleoiy g v sl s
0 horn hole, the blood mostly that of the
rhino. which soa) the
ok s proy dlo g oy

i more Jteray ype than you onoe
Pt

from your el on eing tht fithfl od

focus. Gasping for m.m o iatora ey
minutes, feeling for broken bones, and
then b paifully to i fet. Both
and Silent are half-hysterical that he s
unhurt, let alone stll alive, and the mood
chan good humor. Silent

thepid thte potckiog end rgemt
that 1 he.plans to take it
profesion hed bettr quit eyng to catch
N b
e e o Nl
oviinl ererie i Tl lings as the big

“what do you suppose happened to that

beane over there that he is ded™ |

oked 1 bim, puzied, as hey both made

the ke At gesture of surprised

amusement by covring heir mouths with
thi band

Y diant ansver, Ivisbe picked

it o ~What e ilent?” he

inmgenty atked ooking Py
esitnowtLetusgoand ook
and ac

h.
, then come
of the wounds.”
gt i

behind their backs,

hand with great seriousness.

B o st e 1t
‘magic. Or ma

Tovaing. Thee s o ko arvom o

spear upon him, and we have both most

carefully inspec

“Bwar

d him."
ina,” chimed in Invisible, “might it
a0t have been to0 mueh time with his
wives? It is that time of yea uch
time spent with women n il

Wy Thino? Yoo, 1 beisve It w5

thi
an\ly‘ it dawned on me what
ing to do. In Zambia, m:knllm!c[
¥ hing Sven in wifdefente s 8 very
of whichs

the dint i oches in Imnl o e
maes o, By e, uld think
o sllag st do b
s gt ot

he hado, he would bave goien & ]
impressive new navel. As the reliev
unghter and joking died down
oukdsoe St s
lnvmblr mmm- ack and forth t sach

other ing was afoot, for

N abons et Sian in Funs:
galo, calling ‘me by my African name,

i

o ey el
provn anocent. They were tying &
roteet me from the. ob-
ably would
profesonsl hunter workin or the
company instead of a game control offi-
or Beiag & bt hazy on the loge ol'v-u:n
myserions orkings 1 those o the gn
department,they were olerag o back me
81 i e o b e
found dead and not shot by me. I could
continued on p. 78
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Rhind

05
continued from p. 37

have explained to them that it was no
problem, but then they would have been
cheated out of their gesture of loyalty, a
between such good
friends as we

mmmm,” 1 pondered out loud. “It
may be that you elders are right. In any
case, let s cut out the interior ilets and all
he better meat we can carry s well as the
horns for the government. We shall drink
alittle beer at camp to give us strength and
speak more of this matter before | send the

paper-that-speaks along with the hnrm

set 1o work wi
el aehes and Ko e ey
from a fate worse than sobriety.
1 sent the horns off to

M e gt
Invisible. As it was, nothing les
miracl or i survial
despite my somewhat late action.

ambia is one of the last great strong-
holds of the black rhino, by far the most
dangerous of the two pecies, al-
though his cousin, the white rhino is a
good deal bigger. Neither is black or
white, the difference chiefly is mouth
structure, the white thino being a grazer
and the black a browser with a prehensile
i

and a fabulously advanced state of
stuidity. As was ypcal of th cas o the

1o place Invisible en
Dokt 8 T v f o,
i, we had don nothing 10 ry 10 bother

him; good gravy, we didn't even know he
ind,

was therel When w
stalking the buffal
that

moved crosswi

ol
might have run for

ws.
T owe my phenominal skill at
chase running and tree climbing largely to
the black rhino. With typical modesty, |
advise you that I ha
Central African Invitational
having accumulated case-lots of loving
cups for Advanced Rhino Avoidance and
Active Applied Cowardice (Rhino Div-
sion). 1 am, further_candid,
something of a legend in my own time. My
fame for attracting angry rhinos the way o
nudist colony draws mosquitos is still
poken of troughout Afrc in hushed,
verent whispers, | nevr new what it
maybe just b-d h.“m or the
heartreak of ploiss,but f ou ver to
U s unkrspeoi and e
S e i e e
Kind), | would ay you vry good odds that
pick Very Sincerely Yours as his
target. 1 have probably spent more time.
sway than the average
baboon and have certainly run as many
trying to cut the wind on angry
s W e
poachers. Where rhinos are
concerned, thers jut somehing abom
me, and I doubt its my winning smile.
uch 1 deserve all
rs 1 only once
actually had to kill a rhino, the bull that
y with Invisible, But, sometimes it was

very, very close,
of the weirdest things to do with
rhino happen pal of mine, a fellow

professional hunter, back when I was
doing sport safaris with clienis. It seemet
oy i s s ot o
when Jack g I but was nojoke at
deiias THewas oo witha singiclienton

black rhino live in the miombo tree scrub
sgwa Valley, the safari com-

pany that controlled the shooting conces-

sions there was permitied only

per year for its clients, and those at ex-

tremely high license fees

e srwante ol ks ot al

mal represented, w

Toniar foreed to i thno et

or for any other conceivable reason off

e Ths I e okl i de. o0

55 of a rhino to chs
out anybody or anything, i due 0 tiree
factors: poor_ eyesight, great. curiousity

78

with

souple o hiy men and a i of ight

feat. As b tlls i, o wad st comig

10 crawl out o his

Allof a sudden things got a

fused as a rhino took some sort of
dislike o his tent and char

course, the horns snarled in the canvas

ind ropes, and the bejane took off
through the bush, blinded by the cloth
which now acted as a huge sack containing
my friend. He took one hellof a battering
over the 150 yards the rhino dragged him

but luckily was not stepped on or gored.
Maybe the slecping bag cushioned some of

the concussion of being slammed against
trees and anthill, but not much. When the
thino finally shed the tent and pranced off,
Jack looked like he'd fallen into an active,
empty cement mixer,
My own haiy occasions with shinos
have sometimes required a go
Bl vt . tatc v e with
any paricuar fetng of securty 3 the
jead even that the rhino isn't
bluffing. Asa rule of thumb, provided that
the individual -
fronaton make sch & mowe prcicl
the
staying h b a tree or
tharwos put ycnncll oo o reach. 1 do
not_recommendfragile trees. At close
oaces i iy wow't b gostl sad
an attempt to run when a rhino is clearly
jown carries a high instance of

el e big mu thino are ez,
ingly fast and, of
1ome a7 nearly imgouible to dodge for
any length of

open termain (not forgeting that prayer
coudn' hur) s s0od shout and clapping
o the hands may turna rhino
T o kel
that he canse your motion more cearly. 1
have broken many charges with a shot
o the ground between the forcfeet or,
fuiling that, & bullet into the h
doesnt always work but normally will
cause an unwounded rhino to turn,
unlike buffalo and many clephants, thino
are fairly easily turned. This, in my
rsonal observation, places them at the
bottom of the lis of traditional dangerous
game, although they do kil a lot of
people who, understandably, would not
share my views.
1t s among the saddest of African facts
of life, or death, that the rhino is on the
way out. Not to extinction; there are sill
ar and away cnoug!
prelude tha fte. But, des huge
money created by sport
" cense fecs

By

Pleistocene leftover bearing down on you
ike an overweight nightmare. When that
T'm hunting over the

the tribesmen are all
color television, Id
hine B, for te mormans 1 ik 1 ]ml
keep climbing.
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