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From Antelope
to Elephant

FIRST IT WAS a chicken in every pot, planned parenthood from Winchester-Western however
then two cars in every garage—now it’s For a time, 1 expected Remington to follow a similar plan,
three cartridges in every family. Family ~ that of developing from one basi
s, that is, Every gun lover  {ridges all o the same overall length. The Wincheste
Western 23-306.958 rimiss tio for medium length
actions was born fi be completed—an
d Seily had moe sdvance notcs both deberste und -
tridge branches off into a whole clan of than Queen Elizabetl's new
iy il i e
ample. But save for the effors of 264 Magnum, a triumvirate suited
Charles Newton, du keless powder cra the for standard length actions and intended to handle every-
ripbide T Bttt ) s ol - et byl
tridges is seldom practiced. No reason why they shouldn't do just that. With the
In the last decade we've had two such instances of 458 in its proper sphere, which is to say on African or

4 Hind 1 a family tree of developmental
mum PAGE
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Asian beasts like elephant, rhino, buffalo, I've had con-
siderable experience. A rifle chambering the
paws clobbered a couple of elephant, rhino,
ind assorted buff. I've been sitting in the front row when
others handling 458s have black bulls and
three other elephant. The front row was so close on the
next-to-last pachyderm that your correspondent was
nearly splattered. Paul Leyman's 458 stopped a charge
m a pig-headed old cow, the biggest package of female
seven paces. And stopped

wper I've ever seen, at

are peddling off
d AT0's, switching to @
uy ind casier to
plentiful because ambi-
tious Yank safarists forever bring over a hundred rounds
and shoot up only en, s tha is modern, compleely
noncorrosve, and i s well o btter than any of
English banana-sized rounds. The 458 kills especially
well it the superb ST i bos ftl el
out of various hardskins and hardheads, so litle de-
formed they could probably be reloaded and blasted into
an unfortunate elephant all over again.
however successful the A58 is on African rhino or
Indian gaur, t has o placeon North American game
bluff-nosed slugs and 2200 foot-secor are meant
for jungle ranges; and piching & 0 bt e
ar i superfuous ot needlasly painful
u. the pitcher. Winehester figured that what we might
ve use for over here was a “medium,” something like
Ve 2TY e g, whith e 10 Y eeeae of 408
pounds, but a little easier on the shoulder and a little

better in trajectory over mountain ranges. Something
that might shade the dying 333 Jeffrey and the very
lively host of l-inch wildcats like the 333 Belted with
ehich Don Hoplins has happlly clobbered everything
from sheep to museul s side of the oceans,
allthe heavier ur\lelnpt it An dand,for
ple, is an inoffensive critter, hardly as rambunc-
ot 2 s rinly, but he ey weigh cloe to ar 80 11
isn't fair to pot him with a pipsqueak. Conversely, it isn't
necessary to cannon-ize a leopard or tiger with a 438 any

‘more than it s a polar bear.
this came the 338 Alaskan, as Winchester

cals it. This throws bulles 005 fatter than the regular
m amply st

339s for no known reason, and th
200-grain soft-nosed spitzers
vertips at 2750—for effciency at ras
heavier Silvertip hits with over a ton uarter of
pesbileorigiipiatbind iy e foichar s S gt
15, The bewutfuly contoured 215-gran Speer bullt
can be handloaded to do even better at range, since bi
charges of 4831 or HSTD give it over 200 ft. seconds at
the muzzle, 200 o the furlong mrk:
of those happly accurate car-

boeen o trik o hold the MTO in his caibe, 04
Balfur scope and B mount, well under two
iches. Nor is it a sensitive combination. Five rounds
ench ot 200 and. zsn.mmrmm fodder, plus five of the
Speer bullet over 58 grains of 4676 powder, all hit inside
a rectangle 2% by 1%. Nothing finicky about

Decimal points aside, the 338 after one hunting season
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Families of commercial cartridges seem to run in threes, like Winchester’s

magnum trio—the newest .264 speedball, the recent 338 and proven

A58—but every cartridge family has ancestors, soon begets wildeat
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4 el e e
-grain bullet kills

shoulders as evidence of slow
expansion; Wyoming operative Les
ofe me that on a dozen

and lungs with lttle expansion, but
the lighter bullet with the fracture
lines at_the tip which Winchester
calls their Power-Point opened and
provided elk steaks right sudden; re-
ports from overseas are still incom-
plete, though both lion and tiger,
neither particularly tough animals in
terms of bullet resistance, have
dispatched with the caliber.

o, men who can curry and
ning ‘& Pochmayr-siocked

just dandy. Its a big caliber that
shoots flat enough for anything
our continent, hits hard enough for
game. Winchester
hasn't yet come out with a 300-g;
Blufl-nosed bullet, 't likely o, and
apparently their plans for an all-
steel solid of 250 grains weight were
knocked in the head by caliber re-
stlctons now effective In Brth

what of the 264

i b s sht % 100 o

starts, rounded off this family trio?
The ballistic numbers on t

are very impressive. It starts a 100-
e ultof 4108, whic icden-

hat
s oy i s
and 007 slimmer. The 140-grain spit-

a7 Sy
are no longer in the wildcat
T
loaded in the U.S. the 264 Mag

i e LT bum:
nt a5 muc

ays inthe ball game. With the
heavir bulle it rates as punchier at
extreme range than even the stand-
a0 300 FL & HL joad with 100-gain
Silvertip. For the
e e o e
rifle to hit three inches high at a hun-
dred, it's on at three hundred yards,
in practical hunting shots we can for-
get about holding over or under to




sbout threefity, and we need only
of hold-over at 425. Awe

e e iy e
Eoing to jump up at this point and
say, “Ab-hah! That shows you what
sectional density will do!” Could be,
chums, but in performance-over-
range the index figure we gt by a-

e R he square of i
T Inhoa i cnly par of e Biey.

deer bullet. In making up the proper
indesx, to wit the ballsic coeficent,
factors Like point shape, configura-
ly st It
ester had decided to round the
einton tht 140-gei et o
example, as they almost did to an-
swer certain problems of twist (the
re cut one turn in 9
inches, should not spin 160 grain bul-
les enough), it would't ook s0 hot
500

Romovar it 8 o eetiiens
of approximately 430, this is one of
the most efficient bullets we have. It
Loses speed so slowly that a ten.
cross wind drits it only

inches at 500 yards.

Nt auestion: who cares about 300

over ch a ditance, then s suster

hit almost 256 harder in terms
of kinetic ener
fowever, chums, you don't get all

fd it & o3t
cial _coarse ball powder, strongly

to squeeze in 16 grains;
the varmint-weight bullet sits over
69.7 grains of a finer ball propellant.
Ball powder is less erosive than any
FIED & STREAM MAY 1960




we now burn and Winchester is using
the same “stainless” steel in_these
els as on their 220 Swift—but
ubes can't last forever,

nothing ke as long, f you do a ot

ample. Tho impasing speed Fures
are. based on 2 rrls. To
Sovicws. o o he 2. o
24-i mch tubes hA'. wﬂny: hunm
wants o lug up hap
e e
impossible

The Winchester-Wastern _people
did't get the performance for free,
ither. When the cat was let out of
the bag on 264 ballistics-—and it was

Gallne siucture and sirength, that
264 and 338 pressures made

i, e i S of owiching
to a rimless or Newton type of case.
Why? To put the muscle inside the
rass. There it would do more good
than out in the belt, that belt which
adds far less to cartridge strength
than most gunbugs realize. But
sales people couldn't see that step,
e & H ype of case hend somehow
being symbolic of “magnum.” Even-
fully blted besss was. developed
with extra weight inside.

Phere were problems of bullet
design, too. The 100-grain light-

welght rought ltila grief sipce its

nelure left improve accur
s something else again. It
had to have a long point to give

lems which weren't easy o solve, be-

rifle furnished (weight 8 pounds 14
pold mount and 6X
Bushnell scope) has been fairly good

ot clusters wi
bullet averaged 1240 inches; ten shot
this just beyond two.
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The 140-grain bullet was amazingly
steady between 1% and 1%, aver-
aged 15 and a few th

Mo e i T

p or a muley or an
antelope with one of these 264's, he
just can’t hit a sheep, muley, or an-

5 magnum won't be a re-

behind the point of sure holding, as
for exampl the 128-grain Hornady
if pushed in any shorter than 3.25
ovarall lngth Mars to the oint ¢
will be tough, with any
can buy in cans, to duplicate factory
ures. Speer by In Handbocke 3
ncluded full 264 data based on a
Bhik s barralicg e e
worked Remington 300 H
Their figures for 140-gran bullets
ran a conservative 2795
belors ey faltprewsen ek
Hodgdon's H-570 and 4831
Jooked ke the best powders, With
the new factory brnn 1 was oclish
t since
St had ired 6 grans of 1831 with
ther heaviet bulet and could use
8 it e Tt | ot b

against a wall—you fecl good only
hen you qult. Actually, 5-4831 wau
Sl on the tif side wih cither the
125 Nosler or Hornady's

Wesi
e iyl
of powder, than the wildeat cases
Which Speer carier used and pres-
sy piblied lowh ool
Vo ety s e

St ok will be out
ol e datn, u-m:  facory
brass, by the time this hits print

Later e ek e b e
eloads snce there

e 2008 i bl

caliber.

The 264 and 338 cases have al-
ready been wildeatted up and down
the scale. Fred Hunting
last yoar play

e St bl the A7y
7 mm. and
results aren't surprising. They give
2 maxcpressure poentil aver $100
for 160-grain bulste
Too-soaiy . the. 570 version, 3150
FIELD & STREAM MAY 1960




for 160 grains of projectile in the 7
mm. type, 3100 or so with 180-grain
bullets of .30 caliber. Actually the
new trio of commercials were wild-
catted long before they ever ap-
peared. Ackley had a 45 Magnum
which accepts the 458 perfectly. If
you get out your specs it will be ob-
Vious that these new Winchester case
types are actually the .30 Newton and
35 Newton necked down and with a
belt added. Back in the early 1950's
Chet Paulson of Tacoma, to keep
some old .30 Newton rifles going, cut
a belt groove in their chambers so
they could be used with revamped
300 H & H brass. also cooked
5 4, kg e o wildcn Teed
ringers for the new Winchester cases,
ranging in caliber from 270 to 373
with a

version of the belted Newton but
Gipson had one only a few grains
smaller, and the Germans even be-
fore the last war had the 6.5 x 68, a
rimless super-whizzer of the same
case capacity as the .264 West-
erner. It's pretty tough to create
a completely new cartridge, friends,
whether you're an individual or an
arms plant, and any individuals who
“create” new wildeats based on the
264 and 338 cases are only dreaming
the newness of their proud creations.

In this elephant-to-antelope trio
the 438 is a proven quantity, the 338
soon will be—but we'll al be waiting
for next fall's dope on game per-
formance of the hot .264.

Modernizing Old 99

‘wo rifles in our sporting arsenal

will go on forever, will probably
be made as long as there are whitetail
deer—the Model 1894 Winchester
lever gun and the Model 1899 from
Savage. The 9 has had changes in
barrel length and stock shape, has
seen cartridges like the 303 go, new
ones like the .243, .308 and .358 come;
but its basic action hasn't changed
since Arthur Savage's day. At least
it hadn't until now, as rifle No.
1,000,000 comes off the line.

e one feature needed was a
faster safety, one on the tang where
a southpaw or a frozen-fingered deer
hunter could get it off before his buck
disappeared over the hil

But the Model 99 rifle, in five cali-
bers and in the high comb DL and
6%-pound F versions, now has a tang
safety, far faster than the old catch
behind the trigger. No give-away
click, either. With it, a_revamped
sear set-up to give the 99 a crisper
tlagee, more seally adjuitable pll
weight.



