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Silent Places

Despite Fences, Fires, Bullets
, And Patterson’s Schemes,
The Man-Eaters Increased

Their Gruesome
Nightly Raids.

By Peter Hathaway Capstick
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Death In Thc Silent Places

continued from p.
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‘ continued from pg.
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that these lions did not,at least by pattern,
normally return to the same place where
they had killed the night before, a fact that
had kept them alive 50 long, so far. As
usual, halfway through the long night he
heard an uproar in the distance that made
it clear the lions had struck a camp two
miles away.

10 P seens ol s s

1 even worse. As has been

‘mentioned, so far only one lion had been
the actual killer while the other kept back,
merely joining in the feeding.
more. Now both
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was left of the body of the coolic, the legs,
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the strange drag mark. By the time this
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was figured out, the lions had disappeared
into the heavy bush where tracking was
impossible.

That did it. If the “demon” theory had
had its adherents before, the firing of 50
rounds without a hit was enough to
convince nearly anybody that they were
dealing with a lot more than lions. The
same day, December Ist, 1898, the entire
labor force packed it in and was waiting to
speak to Patterson on his return with the
shreds of the dead coolie. The meeting
didn't last long. The men simply stated
that they had come to work for the
government, not to be a delicatessen for a
couple of devils.

Of course, not all the Indians left, and a
good deal of courage has to be recognized
in those who decided to stick around
despite the very good chance of becoming
a coolie on rye. From Patterson’s descrip-
tion, I would imagine that little more than
100 laborers stayed. They spent their
whole time constructing “lion-proof”
shelters practically anywhere out of reach,
such as on the tops of water tanks, roof
girders, trees, or any other place that
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seemed safe. Some of the men decided 1o
go down rather than up, digging deep pits
in the floors of their tents where
would sleep at night with heavy logs
pulled over for protection. Some of this
was a_bit overdone, especially building
shelters in the trees, as some very
frightened Indians found out one night
One particular tree was so overloaded
with lashed-on beds to each substantial
branch that it actually toppled over from
the weight just as the lions were killing a
man beneath it. Coolies were scattered
everywhere around and almost on the
cats. To their extraordinary good luck, the
lions couldn't have cared less, ignoring the
panic-stricken men for the one they hed
already killed.
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