1 crouch behind my urial, an Asiatic wild sheep, that | dropped at 200 yards in northern Iran, Horns taped 375 and 36 inches.

Urial and Ibex

Hunting in Iran

We travel halfway around the world for
high adventure with heavy-horned game

Snowy Elburz range towers over road to camp

Hamidi spotted sheep on the far side of a cold and a hoarfrost covered the wiry bunch grass un
lonely valley. But he saw them only briely during derfoot, we were warm when we Teached o low ridge
2 break n low, clond caver that made. the landscape  and orouched there to.wait for another bres

I WAS SHORTLY after daybreak when game guide  above the animals. Although the morning was bitter

k in the

seem dark and unreal overcast, We could just barely see the sun low in the
think some rams,” Hamidi whispered. east
“Then let's go have a closer look,” David Laylin said. "It were lucky.s Dave said wotty through cupped
Without further conversation Jack Antrim and I  hands, “the sun will soon burn through the clouds and
shouldered riles and followed the two others into the visibility will m unlimited
gloom. For several hundred yards Hamidi set a fast Then came one of those tense periods of waiting that

E e tp & slight Erad that wauld bring ua around and every big-game hunter knows. Tirae passes in slow mo-
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Guide Hamidi and | with my ibex  best from Elburz

Shoja Hamid, let, and Dave Layin lnk Jack Antrim and his ibex

Hon, The game it nearby but cannt be Smoking
Cold begins to
 the hunter has bean
during his climb, the cold penetrates even

fer. Tho best stratagy 1 this situation s non atal

Fifteen, maybe 20 minutes passed, and I tried to hud-
dle desper into 8 feecelined Jacket, Then I Dulied the

kol o native Lt of soft gout wool, down
That felt good.

A moment later I lve'\rd  sound in the vold some:
where below us—a roc ks being dislodged.
first I thought I was nmm., thina But I noticed that
both Hamidi and David had heasd the-souni o0 a1

sittng alert and wnh‘hmg & v ites Wi
more rocks wer nd this time the sound
came closer and du:tr

What followed has to rank among the most exciting
‘moments during half & hundred big_game nunting tripg
T've made around the world

5 Yad fipped o switch, the over-
nnt Alnaotons mat e s Dl s bathed in
golden sunlight. And seattered nummmm th
irere about 20 aheep, amon them fiveor » s They
were the first urials— ™ Elours wild sheep-1
i over sean, and the nearest was 1o more than 50
yards was a spectacle I will never forget

Bt i it last ong. Betors David sven had time
to raise his a better look at th
Vagrat Wi Hiey 4nd the Shass wore Sehin pien

Rugged stalk produced this view of urials on sn

the clouds. As we waited for another break
S G i e
symptoms of buck fever.
en something went wrong, all wrong.
be it was just that sense of impending
hat all wild sheep seem to have, or maybe
that had hifted the overcast had siso et
mattar al Bt
e could hear hoofbeats in st n
Tob ayerotst loceed, Lisrs oras ok o hutiior 00
st g ape. The only moving thing was

dangor
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Hunting in Iran




=

o Jmcgsie hat cised abive i g sitent,
*motioaless vings alled beu

o g g Mgt g o g
t largely o bone marrow o vostaly Hliad saiaseie
kL Jack said, “sheep are the same the world

Sack and I were in the Elburz Mountains of north-

stories about 1), conl\m\ed | iRty
o game In that country
made contact with David Layiin of s

Pbrid e ol palisglodlgderdl i
Pebruary of 1069, Laylin, u serious outdoorsman and &
native of Virginia, had tra a holiday

7 ot had ol 1 e i ths

plunged into the business. He considers it the perfect
niche.

Jack Antrim, a neighbor of mine, is also a long-time
hunting partner and close friend. He lives and farms
near Worthington In central Ohlo and Jrs s e
el quarry near Columbus. excel
Il cundmon Ty Sooitaat uiteg, B b
and an excellent
O PuEhaps the maln thing tht atteacte both Jack and
me to Trann the first place is that nserly all the hunt-
ing there is in mountains an
o uad tbex. Alice
game hunt eep
e Aoy m. North American varieties ex-
.»em the desert bighon
hres Kinds of shesp, and we would be
s omp S Cukm, 4 i) o tha o8 sheep. The
third—the Laristan sheep—is very rare and lives in the
hot southern part of the country
Jack flew to Iran via New Y

Paris, Beirut, and
Tel Aviv, pausing in Lebanon and Isracl o visit some
of the shrines and antiquitics. 1 flew into Tehran from
Kenya, where I had spent three weeks filming the East

Al eyes, with the help of binoculars, search for trophy among sizable band of urils.

frican game herds and fishing f n the Rift
Ao/ iare: Jaik aad David s e uk Fesrame
Mehrabad Airport

and I found Tehran a busy,
Kool P et

dusty town appar-
at an incredible rate. It is
mixture of very old and uliram Getting my T
n Magnum gk ey va s palor
upemmn (o yenmmd all as an exasperating
gxperience. The trafle prol m in town. . the wures
Ve encouaterod anywhere In the world; moet of the
it i e et 53 ety T 2o mmense
relief to get out of Tehran and into the country
where the air was pure.
Our fat destinaton wes the Mobammad Rezs Shab
Reserve n the Elpurs sbout 500 miles north:
of Tehran. Spemﬁcnlly "\t Is near Bojn
nlnde the main road to Mashhad, a Moslem holy
e it s At
ity |13 hours to make the trip, mostly be-
cause hes had fallen on the main pass
Elburz and more was falling. We had t e
enoigh to put tire chains on David's four-wheel- drlvc
rig in the shadow of Damavand, Iran’s highest peak
18960 tee, but we could not ses the mountain \hruugh
ow. We arrived in the hunting camp long af

(,amp il & lodesa neek e bkl ol
siadon & Woooul monmitiide Js wyd valle
contalning indoor plumbing, good beds. and  tairly
‘Water caie by gravity from  clear
oy unrmg “Just behind the lodge.
zari, the Armenian who was to be
our Lnuk d\lrmg the hunk, prepared dianer, David, Juck
iron stove and discussed the
oy o ot of T v 45 4wt
tion wgtes on the prapar Uisatntion of the vark
spec

mma.r for exampla the ural, which we would be
hunting fi

, Hooted Mammala of the Warld, . Donald
Gaster cals thin  sheep the shapo, Ovis grientlis vignei

n The Great Are of the Wild Sheep, the Int

B of o Aaaptone Moo of Mburst Fintary sl
it the Transcaspian urlal, Ovis vignel arkel. Altogether
Clark r than three) different sheep
T s vor. (SoABUauat on sace 130

Edgholl Mardani packs out an entire ram
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HUNTING IN IRAN
(continued from page 61)
Iapping ranges, and that can compound |
the confusion.

ny e bost 0 ascep e dention:
ton of Jerry Hassinger, Montana Uni- |

entine volamo he it preparing on
e it o that

Snunting at daybre
by rving o steep et road thaough an
awesome canyon cast of camp until the
terrain softened Into an open valley that

er.
)t s wilecrcuing e valiey sk
Hamiai had spotied the

complaining, we reached a rock parapet
beside a snowbank from which e had &

David pointed to fresh sheep tracks
in the snow and to several beds fust va-
cated. At the same time, Hamidi sud.
denly dropped o ll fours “heside me and

1 couldn't separate the animals from

ian sheep, T noticed, were reddish and |
w0 unlike their Nortn

500 yards away, too far for me

d trom ihe loft” Davia

ige, and_come e top again
o within ot more than 150 yardsof the
ar

med o ety that 1 abasutely
kn'w Something i o o

tas T redched the crest
i G om ooy Abkind ¢

Somy first view of the sheey
ning nimals. Hurriedly I tied t piek |
out the largest in 1y scope, whic

¥ o do. Then, unaceountably,

m ourboor ure



ol the rams stopped to take one last
ook bach

oot the big cas, now on the
lx(mm. i and st 300 yards awa:
d on his shoulder and
Slusesed off & shot, the Fam began 1o
arift away.
‘Mountain hunters usually knov
stantly whether thelr shot is  hit or
rings that thump-thump of

seem umble and hesitate, and 1
yas able to nap off a second sho aftex
the three other rams had gone

sight.

"But the second shot ricoch
rocue i tvaak s of the et
were clear—and my urlal vanished from

sight.
“T veally blew that one,” T said out
Toud.

Jack. T
fgured Td missed all around. T felt
terribi

e rare daya it's hard to lose,

g s i Tegaed the dhesp Sack T8

here was more to this unusual day.

We wero having lunch-—a shashilk
{ahiah kebab), bread tea—
in the bright’ s ‘When Hamidi

Inter he was speaking in rapid and ex-
cited Irantan to David.

has_ apoited another. bandof

d they look

's go!" Juck said, and that was
theend o nchiime.
T have never had a better ringside

around
e lucky e might be able to pull it

“While Davia, Jack, and Hamidi set




watch.

paced oft) ams without disturb-
ing the ewes. I watcl ug!
ulars as Jack rested hi Reming-

‘m. both rama had boen loaded
anmn.nu..un. ar and we were head
jack's urial horns
es and were almost
my ram's. Both of us
were u-u-.; mx.my

a

tiped m. et

accessible country. Right o thayes
igher up, s you'l s
he Perstan lbex or pasang,

Iraq, and Iran to Baluchistan
Thex range widely through the Elburz

from st socme

actually saw far more af the big Pigs
than we did ibex.

vas surprising to me because I

. watchis
The
ber

s
5% up the subject rght | 1957
"

o o 70 AN G e 4k
hunting gets tougher, tou

For one thing the sheep right now are boar was forgotten, and_all
s low as they ever come, thanks to the s were focused upward. At first

m » AT vemad are, b
od the nimal - bilylyng down
and aring out o space. Only the
e, e s oo e vt
What Horms! They were 8o lonk that they.
crossed near the tips. For the second
time on the trip, my adrenaline began
to pump.
“Thersseemed tobe o possble way to
‘approach within shooting range of the
by, An ecgerenced siphist might
have aaally caledthe Gl but T am not

‘depended on our being
quiet enough en route to avold alarming.
the goat.

T try

T said, “for

anything once,

The billy had shifted his
sghilyupward. But the range was il
good, although not much of the

as visible.

Toan the e ocked divoty ot ue

direetion t waulﬂ eventually come with-

“You Davia

\eant to bry that one?”
. “It has tremendous tusks.

remendous ibex
on the clif above that pig.

136 ourboor wre

m.xm ‘would strike rock and that would

**{"hia on the goats shouder and
queczed. At the shot the fbex tumbled
from the ledge and stop falling
eachied . spot that was well

Ty Tuck held out; the aniral was even



more magnificent than it had seemed
carlier.

My hands were unsteady when we

the horns, and it wasn't only from

the altitude and the precarious location,

horns measured 453 inches on the
outside curve. David said that he hi

never seen a larger ibex on the hoof and

that e knew of only one bigger hesd

Elburz Mountains.

Prince Abdoreess Panlaviof Iran, & big-

SESk wockd s posttion b make e
kill,

Nobody complained about sore leg
‘muscles during the celebration in camp
that night. Instead we talked about the
hunting still to come.
cost of this eight-day urial anc

H

and fhex can ho Runted al Sear in
Tran.

Next on our list were boars and maybe |
bear. Then we would drive compltel
across Iran, to Azerbaijan province, to
hunt red sheep on an-island, Tl tell
about all that in & forthcoming issue
of OvmDooR Lire.



