HUNTING AND FISHING IN THE
ALTAI MOUNTAINS
WHERE BIG GAME IS PLENTIFUL AND UNPROTECTED
By Chester Wells Purington

O living species of elk attains to
such sz oe pomeeses % great
a spread of antlers, as that found
the Altai mountains of Siberia and
northern Mongolia. During the course of
a hunting twip in southem Siberia in the
summer of 1900, 1 paid visits at the houses
of many prominent Sibeians, snd almost
wnhuux exception, magnificent sets of
s conspiuous fature n thel
docorstion, 1 carefully meamied soveeal
scts of antlers, and found that, while
several o them measured between six an
seven feet from tip to tip, a spread of
en cight feet was considered
nothing extraordinary. Hunting the clk,

or “maral” as it is called, s the favorite sport
of the Siberian landed proprictors, and right
xoyal is the welcome they extend to a guest
during the scaon—Septemberand the cadly
part of Octol
"The Mongol Tarte,a semi-wild
inhabiting the mountiin country on %
Tordis between Sibiin st Mongot, s
very familiar with the habits of the maral,
and are xonxe juently almost invariably
employ Siberian noblemen as
B Thtyisesnble very much the
orth American Indians in facial appear-
ance, and possess an equal amount of ability
in trail-finding and general wooderafr.
The Tartar horses are used almost alto-
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gether in hunting, as they are sure of foot in
the difficult passes of the Altai mountains.

The regular price for hiring the services of
a guide is ffty-two cents, or one Russian
rouble a day. The same price is asked for

cach horse of a pack-train, whether there
be few or many horses. It is a custom
for_the head Tartar to supply the outfic
with one man for each three or four horses
talken,the only chage for the snvic being
the con that the employer furnish
the men with dricd black bread.

Hunting and Fishing in the Altai Mountains

Reared as they are in a country abound-
ing in game the Siberians are excellent
shots, and possess armories of the most
improved makes of rifles and shmgum
Mr. C. L. Tvanitsky, a gentleman owniny

lurge coutos and i o5 the border of the
Alti, kindly i

course of a vi

ception, one of the fnest colloctions it has
been my lot to see, containing several
s pieces of Englot sad Beghue wock-

AS WE JOURNEYED TO THE ALTAI MOUNTAINS.

The Tartars are very clever in calling
elk, for which purpose they fshion a lon
slender hom of wood, much the shape an
S GFs clrtaer. aad Baifuly carved
with considerable skill. No reed or other
sound contrivance is fixed in the hom, but
the elk call is imitated to perfection by the
drawing i of the bessth theough ts hoe
The Tartars do much hunting on their own
account, and are invariably armed on their
trips through the mountains; their weapons
being generally muzzle-loading rifles of
antique pattern.

gunship,of which no duplicates cxist
M. Ivaninsky also exhibited, with becom-
ing modesty, silver and gnld cups and other
prizes, both for marksmanship and pigeon-
Shooting, awarded him not only at Russian
meets, but in some of the most important
contests held in the cities of western
Bear-hunting is perhaps a more favorite
sport with Siberian sportsmen than that
of calling clk. The Siberian brown bear
is much larger than any bear in the United
States except the grizzly.
shown in the photograph measured nine
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feet six inches in length. Bears are very
numerous along the Yenesci River, and as
the peasants do not hunt them to any cx-
tent o very bold, and annoy
the farmers by carrying off sheep and cartle
from the ficlds bordering the rive. They
areshy of men, and n order o bunt hem
systematic preparations

ind s eip of seversl days duration undee-

taken
Among the Tartar and Siberian peasant
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from its pointed end. The manner of
using this weapon, after the bear has re-
ceivd the single charge from the il of
the hunter, s as e hunter
places i oot Beuly T tibvaie o the
ground, rests the unshod end of the he speas
against it, eits for the enraged and
bear to charge, and watching oo nppar-
tunity,impals i, 0 0 spete by shoving
he dagger down his throat.
e helpless, is soon put to d

RESULT OF OUR HUNT FOR THE BROWN BEAR OF THE ALTAL

hunters it is customary to use, in addition
t0 a rifle, an auxiliary weapon in hunting
the bear. This consists of a pole, made of
a stout sapling, about cight feet in length,
ang inches in diameter. To the end
of this is firmly bound with raw-hide thor
a double-bladed dagger, cighteen inches in
length, and fou in breadih. This is made
of s fncet Ul s and. poon
owcpleon tho of vasl Uiioes locbes

“The moustan heep, o bighlyprioed s
a game animal on the ‘ontinent,
is perhaps the noblest of the animals which
the Altai has to offer_the sportsman. It
is also, curiously enough, unprotected, and
yet found in greater plenty than any of the
other large animals, except mN- the

ar. The sheep are found for the most
pact shoug Che Righ ridgn which for the
boundary berween Siberia and China, and
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are especially numerous in the valleys at
the head of the river Ooss, one of the trib-
utasies of the Yenesei, near the Mongolian
border. Mr. E. Demidoff, in a recently
blished book entitled After Wild S/
1 ide i and Mongalie g’x’wl i on S
sions of one pair of homs obtained by him
as fifty-two inches along the curve, nineteen
inches girth, and thiry-nine_inches from
tip to tip T was not fortunate enough to
get into the part of the country inhabited
by the b« mountain sheep, but succeeded
in gert hotograph of a_pair, which
had mml y Ve Becught tots i v
A ,,mmny virgin field for tiger hunters
remains in the southern Altai, more es-
sl in Mongolia, and ko in Manchuri.
iberian tiger, as he is called, is oc-
casionally found as far north as the borders
of the Amoor River, These animake are
ly the cqual of the Bengal tiger in size
and strengi} and more” Rormidable ad-

on xmum of the heavy coat of

‘While !he skin of

e R
~bullet, that of rhe Siberian
gyl i
s thatofa bear.In N M...chm the tigers

are said to Iy aggresive, and
are laown ©0 e
with hung

Gacma of the saale sors, uch s bearer,
sable, hares, otter, ctc., and wild birds,
including the blackcock, pheasant, wild
wkey, growe, paridge, and, 2 Bied ot
known in America, called a_‘rapc

exceedingly common in Siberia. Many
species of ducks, including vast quantiies

utaries, literally in clouds. So
game birds of every sort that during the
fall and winter all hotels and railway dining-
cars and restaurants are bountifully sup-
with them, so that the traveler, if
o0 wikhe, fmtit 00 & contial roun of
game, at a cost which is low.
The fish known as the grayling, rather

R A ERN

F They are, however, acither
§ An] groving e o duity:
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uncommont in the United States, but well
in England as a game fish, is a
denizen of all Siberian mountain streams.
This fish ranges from the size of 3 minnow
up o four pounds in weight, and during
the summer takes the fly readily. Good
rt may be had in almost any of the
countless valleys of the Altai mountain
region, excepting where the streams come
dy from the melting snows, and are

t00 cold for the fish.
A game fish, whi

waters of the Yenesei River, and does not

inhabit the smaller streams, This is the

“timain,” a gigantic lp«'lu ni salmon,
 live bai

h, so far as 1 know, is

e sy e g Ruman
o thre hundied and iy o
to say, the Siberians of the o
although devored to hunting, are_almost
unacquainted with the sport of fishing as
known to us. Thercfre it s only thiough
the Englishmen or Americans who penc-
trae the country that these nu"he(n
game fi For the fi
man who ﬁw.umsm to the expense and
necessary trouble, it is doubtful if the
the world can offer a more noble

o e the bin of
game in Siberia are exceeding ol
e kot Al ik e
priate property of the Russian Emperor
As the territory so defined is but a small
portion ofthe vt area of southemn Sibera,
there is pknl’y of room for those who wish
o hun lk i an o s hauno. Tn regard
o of mountain sheep, mountain
g, Fitthelge ol g vy
Shich roam th vas forests and.steppes,
s hior o hess T B s ....gﬁ
strction. placed on the hunting
O Skt e e bllRg ok i gross
udwﬁy which brings this hitherto primitive
thin. o few day’ cary journey
by

ally called, shos on i by
g sy 1l T e

o sggrevsive s the southern tiger—Emron



