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BBAR HUNTING 1IN JAPAN.

By “Rellim. 1

S we left the
Kanul‘\’o—
ohama,

dropped
slowly down the
tay of Yodo, pamed
through the Uraga

hannel and crawled
lazily southward on
our way to_Hiogo,
no more efficiently
ed litele
.:lm.,l’. ‘than the
Nimrod or a more
jovial and sports-
manlike set of fel-

Ja
We ware bousd on 4. beas-huntiog
rion o the hily regions of Kidto

Bruin has Ior ﬂnmnﬂ n-
garded e i principal inhabi-
ecially rescrving for the use of
himselF and’family certain fastacsses
among the rocks, whence
to levy such tribute among the vegeta-
ble. gardens a4 the season and circun-

stances may

hz ‘Major were old hands
with the rifle, and beguiled the time
with many wondrous yams of fears

. To_these Mackmm. an Eﬂﬂtrl\
vereun of mighty

m time, as
tition  requi
To this sgrecible manner, with an

occasional snap-shot at_a passing gull,

more for the ting our eye
in than with any idea of actual sport,

e sighted and rounded the poin of

volcanic Oshima, and eventually we

found ourselves lsnded
at the treaty port of Hidy
Our stay here was of

exigen-

g:r brief dura-

upon the wharf o

tion, and, having e the necessary
inen 0o tuperinsend the conveyance of
our luggage and act s guides and beat-
“the deives, we bade adieu to the

e

We had the best camiages that could
Bejpicne ot ety oy

lid not ver far in lht matter u!
case. They ‘.,Zg made of
timber, of triangular s
upon three wheels, cac

B s
ullocks.  We had v...ny it Ao
procure mounes of 3 more civilized
character.  We could have obraine,

mics i ¢ fancy prices, but newr 3
e ; and cven our
T il e o
shoukd find our uncomforuble convey-
ances to be best

Numerous and exiting ers e ad-
ventures we had on the road before we
qite got on terme et our horned
teeds. At one time the Major
to converse with Brown, when his

=7

to reach a pool of water; and the Major
bad to lap sy pooi il o
machine and operate against the refac-

ory *bos” B e Tk, Lt 20
Mikensle sad 1 wero vdiog side by
side, when, from some cause unex-

ance -pun arou
ove

heels over head into
e i
Kidto, where we were to leave the
greater part of our belongings, and pro-
o Vot Ay e e o o
Iying village intended, as'our head-
ays ‘more we

Hached the wild mmlnnlnnu- regions
med our camp 3¢

dullng, of 0. Bolted, gout bgod,
From hase we. despetchud seouits %

\'ﬁ



m

ascertain the latest movements of Bruin
& Co, and report generally upon the
prospecs of

In the meantime we were not idle,
for the country around us Tirerally
tecmed with game. We found ante-
lope, deer and wild boar, and made
many good bags of mall eon,
woodeock, plover and snipe; so- that
When, word reached us thit traces of
be been discovered at no great
distance in the forest, we felt almost
reluctant to leave camp. However,
bear shooting was what we had come

50 far 1o obtain, and bear shooting we
Tt 1o bave i spite oF ll the coumes
attractions.

We stated the following morning,
accompanied by some half score naives
and a5 many tops of the remarkable

“The. whathee was-dclighetls bighe
sunshine smiling cheerly’ around us as
we pushed our way up s steep gully
o the hauns of b n che

lughu parts of the forest. At firs
o ik Al e
gmd\u( ly the ascent stecpened and the
k became more obscure. After an
hioars wedk » beaf Ikt i s called and

the suj of saké sed ar S
ol Kooy .!”:m nationai drink
of the o

the best qualities closely ki ¢ pale
sher but by no

u: o
o the ..m"":;m. hill-
i Crened single filethrough
the luxuriant forest, and about noon
our guides informed us that we ha
reached the ranges of the bear, and that
at any moment we might come across
We thercfore kept rather more

wive, and were pmmny
Zy Joud el which suddenly

e unfortunate

il
burst

% our way (o him, we
to find him nndmg
bare-headed in the g up-
ward and furiously p-n... ting a¢ s
small but active brown mor

i seind and made-off with the Majoch
cork helmet. 1 am afraid our relief at
finding the matter no worse some
tempered condolences, but the Major
was not the man to tamely brook such
an insult, and a shot brought the poor
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litde author of the
o the ground,  But the knl!mg of the
monkey did not restore the helmer,
which remained up a tree for a good
half hour, until discovered and restored
ne of the tives, whose dimbiag
were onl to those of his
cousin, the thie
Soon insident one of our
men announced e Wicondiy ok ¢ e
and we quicly gathered around
dn cxaminaf

it appears,
o L1 oF seliaal; wid

with
search of sustenance or diversion.
the track showed that three full-grown
animals, and two at least of lesser de-
velopment, had pased, that way, and

day’s sport.
were we disappoint
We caref Sollowzd the trail, which

until wi
their services if bruin de-
clmtd o, lewro over.

In a short time e vpon,a ol
open, glade of hnghl Spongy turh,. across
Thich's sanll sctum: bobiied sl spar-

kled. Durl(vmfwnkwa-dw

The open space before the cave was a
veritable bear-garden, in which we saw
0o less than seven animals—five of them

full grown and of che largest sie—di

porting
inargin of m Tiream.
shoved hat we vere i the wrong_ place
B 1o sk, 34 s n
retea behind hem in the uvcmoc:’
the Major, Mad
]nnu hould el sound o s
half a dozen beaters and the dog
oSt o e st S
gerald and 1 remained on ‘observation
uty and in command of the only other
means of cscape, The signal for hostil-
el oo e
thuown over an interveniag roc

s

rs' ‘announce

1o srzival of the Taaking pAny at the
int.

ile e se preliminary, movements

Fitzgerald and 1 had

:xc:llem opportunitics to observe the

fﬂo were three males and
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two females full and two cubs evi-
dently from fiftcen to cighteen months
old. While the youngsters disported
themselves like a couple of ungainly kit-
tens, and tossed and tumbled over one
another after a stick or a loose stone,
the more sedate elders lounged in the
shade, occasionally varying this by a fow
rekshing Tevas foms 5o banceh of 4

neighboring tree.
'K litge branch suddenly filling from
overhead among the astonished bears
i riends were in po-

discharge; but the remaining two
and the cub made a simultancous rush
at us before we could  reload. it
ation was critical, and we promptly
took to flight.  Fitzgerald sped alon
The path by which ‘we had cornp, whila
attempted 4 strategic movement
T hoped would enable me to join mj
¢ "1 clambered up a rock, and,
hastily reloading, was beginning to’think
well of my little scheme, when a panting
noise_and quick breath upon my ear
tun rapidly and find my-
Sclf face to face with & most active bear.
A second brute was a few yards belovw,
and T had only time to discharge my rifl
Rl in'the biars face and fly for dear
life across the rock in the direction of
the stream. Here, to my horror,
slap into 4 chird bear, which was-toiln
painfully up the only road by which
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could escape. There seemed nothing
for it but & hand-to-hand fight with thrce
infuriated animal for the beast in

ad , although severely
wounded, was still sufficienty alive to
account for me at least. 1 had already
Erasped my il to use as a club, when
1 noticed that the branches of a tree
that grew across. the stream swayed
withifs & pued of my ledge of rock.
Taokitis down 1. coukd son the watek
rumning merly long som Torty fect
below. 1 had no time for hesitation, so,

dashing my rifle in the face of the ad-
vancing bear, 1 made a rush and a spring,
with arms outstretched before me.

Crash! crash! 1 went through the

branches, and it scemed as if 1 should
never stop falling, when 1 felt mysel§
strike agamnst a projecting limb, arouns

which 1 clung desperately. Suddenly
it snapped. I experienced again that
awful sensation of falling, and then 1
lostconsciousness.
1 came to myself in time to receive
solicitous inquiries of my friends.
Fitzgerald, finding himself unpursucd,
had retraced his yi? steps just as the
up to the rocky
ledge where 1 had so nearly been
a others, and
an organized siege ensued, which re-
sulted in the extermination of the bears,
me.

We camped the night on the grassy
field so lately occupied by our focs, an
T was well cnough next day to attempt
the retumn trip to. Kioto, where in duc
course 1 arrived, not much the worse
for

1




