TIGERHUNTING IN MYSORE.

BY R CATON

FTER Prince Albert
Victor had left My-

8
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I remained in that
city for about four
weeks, to paint dur-
[ ing that time a life-
sizo equestrian pic-
I ture of H. H. the

o Ho

should get some
tigershooting, and e .1..|.~ expeeted to
reccive news “Idll” somewhere in
tho neighborhood. By a Il " is meant
when a tiger has attacked and carried off
acow or any other animal, when the news
is at once pont Of to that efect for tho
sportsmen to come and sho

My timo passed very plmuu(ly mean-

WOODVILLE.

while, working during the hottest part of
the day, with, in the evening, polo or
rives, und sometimes porformances of
native pla the Maharajah's native
theatre, whlch is Innllm the \M:ll of West-
ern_styl good scenery and
mucmmy Tndsod, varied, now ana then
with an interesting nautch,
The tiger is not such a very great mis-
fortune to the neighborbood where 1o
pens to have fixed his
chase gives pleasure, excitemen und ex-
ercise to the many hard-worked officials,
whose lives would be those of uninter-
rupted routine were it not for this recrea-
tion. It is also of great assistance to the

tter acqua
thle chargs, and they got fo kngw oubof-
he-way places which, but for this sport,
AT raid hesae Haves piites
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evil in
i gt and
crease to such

almost an_ impossibility ;
withi

from v
unl

dsh
o Keepe thom
bounds, and_relieves the ryot
atching their fields by night
althy localities.
axo socuaiomed In England to hesr
this
but this
zht 0 the destruc-
{ive aatllokiller or mamoater, And thess
ought to be got rid of at any cost. The
villagers are always extremely careful of
their good cattlo, watching them well
nd keeping them grazing on the border
of fields whero the, g, and
ex

constant war preached ag
mal for ia folal rtermiuation}
in cases of t

¥illed in the city fislf quite recently

beliove that ore the largest tigers

in India are to be found. Some have

been killed quite lately
rly

om0 the tip o tho Ll

two kept by th ajah

Yand‘of 1 catto
ittlo

i oty
,L.hm that measuro

ry little short of that
Time waa golng on St |)|n‘mm o
1

most completed, so that T quite des
Naving any mork. T 1od an off d.w
now and then from my work to chase

the black buck. of whish thers ar

yor
You &

taking. 1 also bagged a couplo of wolves
in the grounds of e Upper Resdency.

t last news came of a * kill ”
Merdgad iy
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harajah made at onee all arrangements
for an carly start on the next morning.
He is one of the most liberal-minded na-
tive noblemen in India, and in every way
his mannérs and habits are those of an
exceptionally well - mannered Europea
Thia cannol always bo sid of the ative
gentlemen of India. He was educat
afer tho late Mabarajal's death, during
Thin minority, by Colonel G, B. Malleson,
T, Bis gusrdian, Ho is quile Eng:
in all his way, ‘although Hindoo by
excell

ing w
met ot e pul n early start. The
ampany con ed of 1L . the Mahara:
3.|. Claud _Hamilton,
AD.C. u, e Majesty the Queen; Sur-
Benson; Mr. Meiklejohn,
te; Mr. Vinicomb Da-
gton, e, MoHatcbin,
nted

and mysel.
jal's drag, and with a s
H.'s body-guard, were soon on Lhe road to
the jungle.

Tt was about sixteen miles to the place
of our destination, and we changed horses
four times, so that the distance was cov-
ered in about an hour and a half,

[t
S0d whils pearants flitering | !rom their
jances! The Maharajuh was dressed in
the ntast of coaching costs, with .
turban, driving his four in-
Band in the Eoglish éouch. Truly a mix-
turo of East and West! Wo
race-course on our right, and on tho left
the flat-topped Chamundi Hill, the retreats
of the European residents during the ot
eathor pocping oul amongst the shady
tops of the tres pas
rice fields, villages i Do Bappy ook
ing inhabitants standing in the doorways

of sun-baked clay houses. But the long-
s rood has & urning, and ¢ e endcf
me

o
Whare the jungle—
of forest

ot e,  Nighter it
that we had to first penetrate—

a1 ]lmlm'rsd a pony,
can go where you want {0 and stop when
Jou like.  Wo passed sevaral small vil-

lages in the jungle, simply clusters of o hasty

fow huts, and always decorated with little
green triumphal arches, mado of palm
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branches and colored streamers of calic
erceted in our honor. The villagers met
us with joy cries, blowing enormous chol-
era-horns that nearly deafened us forever
after. me of the vegetation was most
hmul,x!ul—mu’m of teak, pnlm trees, and
ntersected with large clumps
ot the feathery baboo. The road, w
ing over and round small hills, gave us
views of miles and miles of country cov-
ered with dense forest. At last we were
met by a native magistrate of the dis-
triet, who mporkd t)ul the tiger was
surrounded by at the **kill,” and
Tl watad ous sleamers’ o' be kil
himself. We had to dismount, and a
wallk of half a mile brought us to a small
elunug. where some eighty natives were
erecting mechdns, or small platforms, for
g Ry from, all chattering like mon-

ig

aking as much noiso as pos-
The Maharajah and tho old hands
business looked dis ted, and the

t thi

native magistrate was secretly cursed by
all. However, we made a try when the
stands wero ready. These had been o

ed in a line about fifty yards from cach
other, and were so Jow that we could easi-
ourselves to the top of them;
in fact, only about six feet from the
ground. They had no screens, and al-
{ogther wers vory shaky. Alwr we had
taken our places, tl an
old matehlock, the lmllel 01 Which we

was st
and hootings, blowing of s nm-m,

and beating of tomtoms wero

55
1

unmol

part quite open.
wards that no tiger had been killed or
hunted in that particular neighborhood
for some years, and the ryots were utter-
Iy unaceustomed to their work, and num-
bered not one trained shikarri amongst
them. The native magistrate who had
arganised the affals Bag nt taken any
trouble in the matter, or wo had been too

ts o have
s drivers thomestves appesring

bt
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A CHARGE AGAINST THE NEFTING,

showed that our tiger was non

"o had drasrn & blank] Eempty |.u.ux«|

a return had to bo made, but hope of su

cess in a fow days, when 1 wiah

would have got his experioncod. trackers

at work, kept oo spirits
t

We

passed n on our way back; it
was a at cow, and the tiger had
dragged hr for nearly half o into

dense jungle. He had partly de-
voured hor already. Tho villagors sai
he had lain by her the whole mo
a0 had ssoaged by midday, when th

jise and choppin
chkos had comine
The driving had be ery
inefficient and c; uner, the ryots
huddling together in order to form a bet-
tor square with their spears in the event
of a charge. The Mabarajah, on reach:
ing home, at
bo sent o the gronnd o au
tigoron bis eturn. This 1
is never used
ot 1 Nepaal, but ‘o
in the state of Mysore, where it is abso-

in erceting the me-

n dono in a
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Tutely necessary, although 1t may see
unsportsmanlike, as the jungle is so im-
penctrably thick that it is the only way
fo bring the game to bay. The nets, of
which many are used, aro made of lialf-
inch ropo of cocounut fibre, with a nine-

3

through, ard 30 entangle himself
that b is csily
only

o

gt cight feet in length,
with blades threo inches wide and twelve
lon

Ttis a very curious thing that tigers an

never attempt to jump over these nets,
which they very easily could do; panthers
have often been known to ju

he is kept the
and often shot lhmlu{h the meshes with
g gn'en hlm to try and
The nets are held
incliniag toward
the interior, and the end near the gmuml
is well pegged down and logs of wood
turned umdn it, Hwnmum(lm‘ being turn-
up so r foot above
i ks ,.mmg is a.m ed. o in
driven into a eul-de-sac formed of this net-
ting -ml the end is um. quickly elosed,
bout three hundred
)lldlm dmmu ter; l\ n all underwood is
cleared around it in a belt of about ten
or fifteen feet in width. After this parties
with choppers enter the enclosure
cut two paths crossing each other, so that
by watching theso ths oxach Tocailty into
which ** Stripes asily
ascorlained. " This eutting of paths
an enclosure, with an enraged animal

wandering about, very hungry perhaps,
and furious at being caged in, would ap-
pear to those who do not know his nature
to bo foolbardy, and inviting certain
death to some, at any rate; but as long
p well together, a tiger

hould

as_the men

them. Im

The Maharajah hnd given o
cow to be tethered not far from the old
kil " to provide the tiger with a new
attraction in the shape of fresh beef; and,
sure enough, after four days of patient
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waiting, nows was brought that at last he
was really safely enclosed, and all py

e ioute 108 scme cacialn fhock 50
we ay r.lmvu  oul the day after receiv-
i ith guns and rifles, eager

po-

the nets wo found all ac-
tivity 'nd. bustle: crowds of yola were
ork perfocting the enclosure, armed
With theis Tong broad spears.  Tho nets
Tud been erected by a small pond sur-
rounded with beautiful trees and foliage,
intersected with the bunboo and paim.
The villagers had kept large fires burning,
but in spite of theso the tiger had charged
the nets several times during the nigl
teying to break through. - Tl wholo
rangement this time was under
rection of the Mabarajuls b rother
o, aud o bad been whole.
g keaping the men up Lo their
do ry donse,
‘mponsble 10 s |I|x~onxl| in
any direction for more than two or three
paces. Tho tger was wow koeping vory
i, and uo sign was soan or heard of
Tho merl wu.. wero five in number,
o the pond,and [t wes
the nets on that
Tide Tor the hger ‘and take his
T 05 trehont, Sesing Yis eaimlh
of our iro; of course ho would have to
cross tho pond, w
oot domp aktho most, and which he eould
casily clear in a fow bounds.
took our places and prepared a warm
coption for him, O the st stand were
the Maharajah and Lord Claud Hamilton;
on the second, the Dewan or Chief Min-
ister of Slate of Mysore, who had only
just that minute arrived, and myself; o
e third, Mr. Charri a the fourth,
an the lets side, Tacing the opening, Mr.
ikl and Dr. Benson; on the fifth,
o ascomt Davey and Mr. MeHutch:
Suddealy, with & loud rush, rocket
v the Master of the
bt (e s
aa started all round, with tomioms and
cholerah
ith matohlooks. But - Biripes” mok not
the_slightest notice of all thi
mained immovable; rocket after el
was sent into every nook and corner, but
without any result, and as the time was
drawing near for our return journey
o wero again expecting & blauk day;
and our surmises proved quite correct.
Wo began 1o feur that the tiger only

n;
was
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existed in the imagination of the natives,
and they had enclosed only the bush, and
reported his night charges simply o give
us hope.

However, after a fow more ineffectual
attempts we had to give it up, and hope bl
for batlar things on (hs morrow.  Tho
nozt day saw us seally siaried In time,
roached tho nete a litle
mnhlly and this time we were

% oalar the enslosure on foot
andbeard tho tger i his don,” shonld
Be again prove bdurte o all other per-
suasi hins were much im-
proved by the addition of screens of
branches and _bamboo, and the netting
had been carried on from the opening,

=

bowa Jnpt biruing. the whols night, and
aaain sevoral charges agaiust tho neting
made, and the ryots said they

him several

urse they h a strict in-
junctions o the contrary. ked
all round um nel.lmg. bm muld nnlkul.l

te tho opening; we all
_( ust got a glimpse of
isappeared again into the
thick cover; he had sgain made one of
his chiarges o try for freedom. The Ma-
harajah now decided to reduce the cover
inside tho enclosure, and about fifty men
were ordered in with billbooks and
hatchets for that purpose; but many of
them hirked this, s the tiger was by this
time gotting very hungry, b
enclosed without the tempting bait of the
cow that was tethered for him, and, of

o mean time,

figgs..
and daughters of
the men who were inside chopping away
e surrounding o nttng, tomo call
rage thes
tion, m.m mlnnl Teing ioo teothardy asd
rash.

usi
el de

taking no notice whatever of the Master

of the Horse, thinking the tiger was after sorti

them. It was most comical to see them

after
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trying to get over or under the netting in

the most frantic hurry. This, of course,

ad all been made fast and secure by being
very firmly held down by logs of w

e, ‘;mr.l in u..u uery they bocamo quite
ling

igh.
-d an arm or a leg through, mh-
ers mm eads, and all wriggl
ny imiler poaition,  One or
ot b ik e e the netting
collapsed with them, and covered them in
« tangle of ropes. Thi
the netting meanwhile were greatly de-
lighted, and thought it g
them back everywhere when attempting
10 get out, and wdding to their fright as
much as possible, reminding one of the
s in o menagerie being stirred up
with a long pole. Of course it was any-
thing but a pleasant position to bo in for
these nearly naked natives, had the tiger
charged them, since they lad only a

billhook a2 an arm of defence and o sim-
ple |

oth ax the

while,

%
sufficient of this

the mechins. The natives took up their
positions, aud we assumed the most com-
fortable attitude, with our rifles at hand
ready, as we might now at any moment
get a shot, there being every reason to be-
lieve the brute would soon leave the cover.
Again the Master of the Horse sent a num-
ber of rockets into the hu'ha the cholers-
horns and tomtoms ro-
newed ‘snorgy all the tims, while now
and then thers was & disohargo from &
matehlock. tiger n
m"y unwm(orl.ble, sad utlerod short
savay nd kept wandor-
ok from ons pm of the coves 4o the ath-
er, all the whi nbling to himself.
Suddenly we thooght the timo for o sho

had come. Inside the net where the open-

ing had been made was a small clearing

- of about twenty yards in diameter, and

she—for we could now see that it was
Higross—advanced o the centr of i lsh:
ing her sides furiously with her tail, an
ing up and down. She ev.muy
mistrusted the open too much to risk &
ie. Then with a most graceful bound
she cleared quite twenty-five feet, and en-
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again to break through just un-
dur Mmqunll " ad agreed
to fire when she had left the enclos-
ure and should pass tho stands in the
open, so ho did not fire although it was a
great temptation, as he could easily have
icks with the spears
into her faco soon
She did not re-
me, though,
as sho soon made another charge on the
opposi skl and collared the aarea of a
woman who had been q with
ber back outalde aguinst the e . eat-
ounat.  Slie quickly un-

wound ersalf out of her dres,
yelling away, dressed in nothing ek e
Tholos, whiow is & Yitlo Jucket reashig
just below her armpits. These natives, al-
though by nature the greatest cowards,
are yet incomprehensibly careless in all

made her retire again.
main inactive for long thy

fested with cobras and other poisonous
reptiles; and not
it to carry a lantern, or not carin
to take the trouble, naturally often meet
& horrible death in this way.

e tigress, in her rage, tore the gar-
ment into ribbons, taking no notice of
the petty annoyances given to her with

iz as o
ull. She certainly was very large,
and no longer young. After perfect
silenco and inactivity on_her part for
about half an hour she suddenly appear-
ed in the open by the entrance again, and
made & most determined attempt (o get
through the right side just under the Ma-
harajul's meehin, seizing in her teeth
through the meshes a long cloth of a na-
tive that they wear on their shoulders,
The man, fortunately for himselr, clasped
a small tree that stood @ little way off
from the netting, but the cloth refused to
unwind itself, and we thoug]
doomed to be d

reach, he all the whi
screaruing in tho most energet

The Maharajah would now have fired,
but could not do o with safety, as there
‘were (00 many natives in close proximity
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who were flitting about in front of his
vmo, and they took no notice of his com-
mands to get out of the way, but kept on
dancing about, shricking, and prodding
at the tigress with their spears, making o
perfect babel of din and confusion, until
the Master of the Horse, discharging a
rocket within a foot or two of her face,

sent her howling badk o the Bual 1n
dnul.rl uick time, where we could hear
Jor wild plunging sbout evidently rying

0 get some of the sparks ou
She did not keep qul Chor o
she soon appeared in the openis

a few long, quick, and graceful bounds
made for the swampy part, and plunged
into the pond, trying to make for the jun-
gle beyond. The firing as she passed cach
mechén became general, but she showed
no signs of being even wounded as sho
entered deeper water and disappeared
altogether into a belt of Spanish cane.
Naturally wo became very much excited,
and begau to fear that we had lost her,
as she might havo made her way quietly

all danger, jumped from our strongholds
to cut off her retreat and t v in
thopond. Tt wan s absious ad sxciting
‘moment for us, as she might have broken
oment then, and
attacked us on quite equal terms. Ben-
son, who was slowly making his way di-
rectly in her track in the pond, suddenly
came upon a large body in the muddy wa-
ter and stopped, examining it with bis
foot, and then bending down and feeling
it with his hand. **Here she is,” bo
shouted, **stone-dead 1" and, sure enough,
she was lying at the bottom of the pond,
with life quite extinet. We all, with
the_exception of one, claimed the honor
of having fired the fatal shot, and laid
claim to the skin. The exception, as the
tigress ru
solar topee p
at of bringing up
or by panion’s elbow in a similar

movemen
Benson llmulad o the mu\'e- in Hin-
Llnlhlm to e p the body
rra fi . Ihll a nlmn men soon
bmu,,l.z her out on a kind of impros
Yamboo litee, maakiug all the time the
curious ery that they always make when
carrying their heavy toddy jars or other
big_burdens.
Many may scoff at thiskind of “ sport,”
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and think {4 auch a8 1o true sportsmen

nughl evor to allow himm {0 be

cinted with
1

The jung 3
with Targo bushes, sach o

yards of ground, and with the most pert
nacious of thorus, through w

man_ being, unless he wriggled b sl
flat od possi

on the' grou
In Bengal and Nepanl, es 1 said befors,
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tigers are hunted with elophants, but the
country there is open, and covered only
with grass six or eight feet high, and no

with his howdah could not possibly pass
amongst these low trees, which scarcely
allow room in some parts for
to wal ght; and for
ing for them is almost always unsucy

fobasit ,.mu;a ‘ives the figer & chance,
of is ot slow to avai
i, of eukmx out of the way. So




the only two methods that are practical a wounded tiger into long grass or very

really here are *“netting,” and sitting up
all night in a tree by a * kill * waiting for
the tiger to return to his food. Almost
all sportsmen have tried this latter, and
ted, as 1 was in
another part of Indi have always
solemnly vowed that each oceasion should
be their very last, only to be found at
it again on tho very next opportunity.
Some really like this solitary wmhlnr{,
but it has very many drawbacks to
enjoyment. Several Indian upomm.u,
who have killed their forty or fifty tigers,

H
=
H
3E

Dextday, always on the aert Lo sescme-

thing that does me; and with the

ekt mosquitoss ooms In quantion
and perhaps a scorpion will ferret you
gut or, worse thanall, you may be vislted
by the red ant. It is very uncertain when

Wigon il eturn fo e L
do to ar early as thresor four in the af.
ternoon, o aybreal, or not
® n olhn bemg rnghunod away, per-
some unforeseen circumstance.
he slighicst rastle will make him sop,
and once his suspicions are aroused, ho
o1 2k yenture aser,  To shoot Hia oa
foot by stalking s an impossibility. The
sportsmen will occasionally come upon a
tigor when after other game, and may
then have a chance of a shot.
are a few men who keep together, a tiger,
eren ,r wounded, will think twice before
g into the middle of them, and
e always shirk the last ten or fitteen
feet. None but the most foolhardy or
utterly ignorant would venture to follow

close cover, where it has every advantage,
and the hunter may be seized
has time to raise his rifle,
tiger's greatest i
vmoﬂ, the ludden ‘coughing roar of which
is paralyzing to the coolest, and of course
for a certain shot the nerves must bo per-
focly sandy, ‘with *no Hinehing.

Our tigress, when laid out, provnd to

w, upon her being cut
S9eu, that 1n aban atothes lonmght she
rould have given b young
Secounted for ! 1m l.mmhly

the and e

mi m

hat
i e g her, and. this
was rigi mn. ‘middle of her forchead

n done with
no fur-

or .500 bore Expresses
excoption and Tucky man was Mr.
Vinicomb Davey, who had a twelve-bore
sifle, and a capital shot it proved itself—
Tairly in the middle of the head, the hard-
ened bullet smashing through the skull
and lodging decp in the veriobrm of the
neck, penetrating some five inches of sol-
id bone in its course. This was a capital
performance for a so-called ball-gun.

The sun was now getting low, the ti-
gress was placed upon an elephant, and
we mounted our horses, well pleased with
our exciting and interesting day, for the
homeward jouiney.




