HUNTING A TAPIR.

BY ALLEN CHAMBERLAIN

OUR of us were gath-
ered to a little feast
in honor of a frien:
who had latel

rom toil

engineering work i
the wikds S Centrsl
America. He was a

n sportsman, and
a close observer, and
had given a number

of interesting descriptions of wild
when a chance remark turned the con-
versarion upon big game, Many ques-
tions and unil at last
he remarked. th rharh ‘as :g "seemed bent
upon pumping him dry anyway, he
nhght S whll s 4 yor, and be.

- il iy Rl

*We were in a rough country, and
P fed the work of
kecpmg lhe .amp lup lied with m ot

sl scietosdlly s w0l
e
oo few and far between. At rare ine
temals some larger game would come
within our range. For instance, there
was a puma_that annoyed us for a weel
once, by raiding our proisions cvery
night, we were located on the Rio
Sta Francisco. We laid for him, and
ot him. Four men to one_poor lion.
n there was the old alligator—rhe
e respectfully called him Commo-
doy to sun himself on the

mwhu

river-bar just above Greytown. He
ever did us any harm, but then, the na-
tives told us that in the course of

—something over 100 years, 1 wouldn't
dare to say how much— caten
seventeen men, and this alone was prov-
ocation caough o cause us (0 resoive
upon_his_exterminat
We adopted the old ‘Commodors
invulnerable' hide as a target, and eve
mnmmiwe used o pop at' i while
We never

fo cajay the fun s much 4 we, for
when' a” ball would strike in the sand
close beside him, sending a veritable
shower-bath of granulated shells in his

face, he would extend his chronic grin
into' 2 gigantic smile. Suffice it to say

dhat he s sl alv, or was when T il
I you wmm & hant i which thece shall
combination of ral sport

he dangerous cle-

meor 1o, make it caciting, go-v0 Centrl
America and rnd a tapir. Ah! that
s game, big the morning
that

“hot my st l:px( ‘was one of
most eventful in

"We had been wmkmg up a line along
she valley of the Rio San Juan, and hav-
ing stuck a vl picce_of

swamp-land we were kept = few

il of the point where we started in
for over a week. Game was not very
plentiful, and b

ing had our fill of
Fronikey itew and parrot ficassce (which
T may say are i way),
all hands began to clamor for something
heavier. My ‘pard’ suggested venison,

but Ansel, our Carib guide, informed ut
that there were no deer in’ that localiry.

vy of variew, but this
Exestal Ao il appetics 1o
even keener edge for lomet g, fresh.
At last, one morning,
at coffe, I e A
boss. Fo' two nights 1 dream danta.
EF 1 dream danta. fo-i alght wo shook
danta_to-morrow sah!”

“This was 2 cue for m
me. Danta! Why on carth hadn't we
thought of danca befors? And without

waiting for Ansel to dream g
pteind ek i Bl

morning.

YD R e———
rative, and say 3 word or two sbout
chis curious an e is more com-

y known as the tapir by the gen-
cral public, but the natives eall himm o/
danta. In color, size, and form he re-
sembley somevlat 3 baby clephant, his
trunk being rather shorter than that of
B R i
B the thic, tough sin of the clephant

1 biting 'with
hair, and the small, bead- ke eyes of his

“pard’ and




n

Oriental selive. Unlike the eleplnm,
, he b oo i, and instead of

AL gt aue

aural nppendnp p"‘fﬂ« o

bull-terrier. Hi J‘

cr. His body s huv{ oy
supported ‘on short, stumpy legs, an
.VSI*Z" n “Weight sbout Sght hundred

P "Now the work on the line bad 10 be
carried on just the same, for the wet
season was pressing on and in a few
weeks we should be shut out from that
swamp tract for several months by the
freshets, We therefore decided, in coun-
cil of two assembled, that one of us
was all that would be nceded on the
line for one day, and we would draw
lots hen and thée to e who should

nt and who should labor. With
unusual good fortune the hune fll to
me, and 1 believe the anticipation of
as an inceni
spirits, for 1 ac
plished more that day and felt less fa-
tigued than 1 had in an equal time for

in carly, for we
were o stast before d.yhghr in the
ights full of

mornin By
Gan T4 mioep. htvmg horough-
Iy in Ansel’s theory of reams.
r' s determined o P

e iy
Abec B0 T rosult was altogether
suting, but none he
med to me that 1 must have
dreained pretty mich, all night, for
my slumbers 1 traveled hundreds. of
miles, back to the United States. 1
ought that the hunt was over, that 1
had Tiled 8 mammoth wapi, for which

feat of prowess 1 had almost instantly

ined a world-wide celebrit that
had accepted an invitation to rerurn

to New York and Jastues upos e denck
auspices

e, T wae Just alig hhng T o
s, fcelmg mightily important, amid
loud, prolonged cheers and the last dis-
cordant clashes of a brass band, when

1"Was rudely awakened to a realiss
ing sense that the only resemblance
to a brass band_ within many hundre,
miles was the fist full of tin dippers

the negro cook had been r

i

in my and the only shout P
by ey mdamng momning salutation
of ‘Mawnin bose! with

Which T had been awakened every day
for months and months.

OUTING FOR APRIL.

[Before 1 had fnished my pint of chat
il soncoction which goes by
of coffee in
ot e b peand in the
way of the_ tent, Aascl, the foremosty
saluting, and assuring me that we could
not fiil to find and kill our game ro-day,
as he, too, had ‘dreamed danta.” There-
fore, while munching my last picce of
-b ad, 1 followed them et
the d

It as ..‘Iﬁ ‘bright starlight, and the
huge full moon of the tropics threw a
farewell stream of silver light across the
e o e of the river, show-
ite_bank an apparently un-
hmken wall or dense jungle. Ansel,
arib, the stern paddle,
Scindio, b fal-bladsd, Orserpee Tar
g, the bow, while 1, wiapped in
blanket amidships,
wy baees. Wik
w3 fhot diiscly asows th ver
diving into that wall of fungle, entered
one of thoe e il phich fee
er stream at every mile or -
AR e e i
e shutting out what was left
of the light of the fast-sinking moon;
ﬁ.d.... with an cye like a cats
e gypnzn blacknces, spied out
or jumped the innumerable
sunken logs which fay across the stream.
Thus we o nlenl‘y ahud without a
word or sound o reak the
Tonalincss, At length we
and wound along through a low iwlmp
for some w0 mile, ang at last reach
a swamp c or
pobciel el T f
stream ran narrowly. Passing through
in turn, my guides cease

canoe and men,
*As we lay waiting for our prey, with
iRt s it g e
visible beyond our blind of gras, the
stars began e out_one
tho. A it [gray of 4 awn 3 puud
heralded by the usual tropical signal
of coming day, the howling of hordes
of Congo monkeys—an uproar which
the novice might casily mitake for the
eric: undred lions and tigers in
Gesperte” envounter

we lay for a few moments, when
Ansel ‘sofly touched my arm and), with
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2 warning signal 1o be quiet diccted

attention fo the opposite bank.
Ak 2 {itening » momest, T distinedy
heard

ise
some large animal were
e tall

Lt e il o snd strain-
ing every nerve to get a peep at the
gamns. As he emerped froms e sdge

of the rushes there was scarcely light

iness for a morming tb, a
he genetally spends at least half an
hour, and as we were well to leeward,
chuspreventing all possiviliy of his
waited for a more au-
. In the uncertain

elephant.
apparently for 3 reconnaissa
out upon the bank, and with a long-
drawn wheeze slipped contenedly down
wate
T stood about lf submerged
nnd all the while keeping v 5,
tessing ssthamatic. whossing, Netorlly
T began to get just a bit anxious for a
shot and commenced to pull myself to-
gerher for action. Crawling = from
lhr bottom of the car
began peeri ey
g g

xh: uedn
ea-

amony
beggar, an

o i
L wt b Gt Taivie Mo
fimp that I"made t cight the <anos,
ity e foot inst & ;u+
dle, making a mnil uncalled-for racket.
T i hags. ot o T with mige 1t
my (-'denncu but at that instant,
with & loud snort and a splash the tapir
Salhi 10 the bank 'end. Siresring Al
Che save the fact that my ot
ting away, 1 seized my vi..dmm and
taog & my feot. Naw I oo
A ihlie B & el
it i thre Mmpy e o sl the
jppes fering e he should
i i d
H8e to shoot In my escitessent T had
forgotten to pumy rtridge into
the chamber, and the result was that
the gun only’snapped. By this time the
tapic had_given, v al hoge of climbing
(e Baak Send st wam ol
down-stscam with only the tip of hir

23

{hore Black snout above the ?‘;ﬁ
ith a at clarter of pad-
dles the men ged e canoe foce
recds and we were afier him in hot pnr-
it Bur that danta svam remarkably
¢ for one so lay it required a
1ot of well-applied suscl to. overtake

we had come within twens
S0t of hitm T again tied may Iock, 4nh
fired at the black spot on the water,
The fine shot missed, but another hit,
whao, Ingtasitly the dasts Turged
ising his head farther out of water,
swam' directly for the canoe, his lirtle

ck eyes glistening vicioush el
i ha(s,he . blood. It dida’t

s he
e we had deifd
—and sank slowly out of sight.
bubbles, ose to"the surface, nothing

sunk wasvery ncarly in midhzeam and
about twenty fect of muddy water.
Sarcely had the huge black bady dis-
ghpeared beneach the surface when
+ quickly dlvnnng him-

slf of hit scanty Hothing,

Afer a_few scconds to the
sirface and informed. ve.that he Bad
Iocated the body on the bottom. How

ad been ab ing_ down

et

Tl ymg.mi s breah, Leo-
cardio dived again, this time taking wi
iee of the boat, made of

the danta’s hind legs. With great care
not to upset our mﬁ. all hands then
manned the rope and

to the su

ficulty ‘the cnrcm was towed ashore
and taken into the canoe, his weight
Ioading the ltde shell almost down to

-3

ell with the moming’s sport
we starked back toward camp in the
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lear, broad dulight, Slendy we dified
down the stram the death-like sill-
ness of the jungle only broken by the
scream of an oceasional macaw, starle
at our approach. As we swung around
 many short, sharp bends
there loomed up before us another
danta, looking even bigger than the
ong_in the canoe.
“There he stood beneath the bank, his
fat_sides sleck and glistening after his
r recognition had
been mutual and instantancous, and

OUTING FOR APRIL.

in that Jand sete before bip eyes with a
lavnsh hand. Snudmg dows
we

ot “under e’ ables "oF twisted
V'lnel‘ formi ral by m b
g .:31 anding oot ks tiee:
2 bk and depen) tropical haning

long_ the
grew while
Socks of belliant s vieossiogly soley
macaws flew hither and thither across
the ‘stroum, their long tall-feathoss
streaming after them, adorned with
the_iridescent colors of the rain

oming into camp my partner and
the rest of the men ran round to ask what
luck, and amid exclamations, grunts, and
tugs, we succeeded in hoisting up on

baskets nnoped mwnd v A

short what Leocardiothen prononced
biggest danta -5 ever seen.
T e e men

che "carcass dreseed, and—this s not 4
fish yarn—the hide was almost an inch

in thickness, but the meat was as tender
a5 the finest beet, albelr 8 erifle gamier
in flavor, and a darker shade in color.
After that we did not want for meat for
many P

A sHOT AT cLose quakTERS. (1. 37)



