A WOLF HUNT IN FRANCE.

BY 2z BEFEHL.

HE wolves

Instituted sever-
al hundred years
v ago for the de-
sruction of the ravnous. beast, this of
as really tended to their prescrvation
and has thus kept an exciting sport alive
t0,our times.
The forests in which wolves are known
to et abvays ren for 3 e sum for
h lowvetier

ceremony, the rules
restrictions 2s to time and

ce, and the
riviaes ot of the huntsmen
rt some o the romance and

.
in which dogs of I chapes nd sises

e ke one
gl e e
the Ammnl the innate ferocity of the
wild"wolf siways gave, 1t the Sdvantage
nghl of, for the ecktrap jawe would

fore it could
hnld ind n:ml‘ﬁe first wwnd the bol nr

many a year in point of the number of
Wolves Kiled, and muse have consider-

gnxmg nwmlms of the royal house of tees

and of sor flhe celebrated
5 nﬂntn led for a disy |nv
e ey

ful costumes as are seldom seen in these

practical days.
Fora long fos shead scores of beaters
had up. on t
night hfm the hunnng day hur hund.nvdn oi
ho swopped v
vl and” gluttonous f«dm
and on rerueni lawn to sleep and
finding their Pl Hlocked most of
them
Ea

T Sl e o
iven out ”‘?’
vast number of

 of dogs and a crowd of
quunrly dmxd ina hvuy of blue l]ilhtd

their fastnesses bv a

were divided, e two_parties cach
stretched in a long line on the 1 of
the southern foress oward which 5 the
.
ey rough mountain uﬂmy ﬁrfmm the
rush and noise
g bR b et e olden
times, for we wore_three-come:
and darkcgreen hunting st faced with
gold and scarlet braid and wer
o sussleclosding il t
resired o difficul efort o imagin on
belonging to an_carlier 1
When the ame came i Sight this e
was intensified, for it seemed imy
that such, a great number of wolves could
rought naturally together in 3 modern
itad conptey
My dog Hestor waswith me, and when
he caughe sight of the approaching
wolves he crouched by my side, showi
Tis fangs and keeping up & continua
low growl. Here they
hundred wolves, rushing alo
of sheep wward  sretch

ing their wounds. Barbarous as sport
may scem to some, there is a savage in-
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stinct in our natures that scems satisfied
when a grim brute falls a victim to our

prowess.
The wolf is a prudent animal, but no
coward, and when a pack of them decide
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around and gnashing their teeth, as if
calculating their chance of success in a
combined artack.  None of us  we
were too busy with our muzzle loaders
—1 remember pushing home a double

Y R

. Nota
a fierce courage they faced us, leaping

charge.  There were nearly one hundred
unhurt wolves—we were only twenty—
and our extended line would ot offer a
quarter the resistance of a closer front.

1 have abways held that in hunting
some possible chance of danger s neces-
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sy to make the sport intereting, and i
moments ke hose T pused g that
raging_thro yolves 1 experienced
e sports-
i for the hand-to-haad wrog

ferocious beast. But before the

with a
wolves

determined to attack us several i
cracked to my left and more wolves fell
The fire became and reluctandy
1 lfted my weapon and ‘sent two bullets

rashing through the skull of o
shagay wolf as the pad fan.
o e gl
de chiens, or wh.ppm in, now came in
sight, and as we could not expect any more
Welves from that quartr we dis

1 uruck out with Hector for a uupf
woody ra ing from some of
the - ighest dnme- of the P

yrénées. In

half an_ hour 1 gained the firwood and
v elding ‘noisclenly over the needies
nence that offered

[-vlunble gosicion to spy any szay wolves

an
B whet T Hesid st t,, barking
furiously, then came a piercing yell, as i
one of them had got hurt, and then
newed barkis As the sound ;amt
nearer a large wolf bitch, followed by
small cubs, broke mddtnly through rhe
undesbrush on the outskidis of the fir-
wuod. ;She ;ul\: were d:;ndemlyl ne‘-ﬁ:y

ahaveed o paning dsvesingly
mother had aichflly protected the, and

‘would hzvefound:uicnfu in
that forest if 1 had not happened to
choose it for an ambus

at a quiet trot, stopping

e
lht ux w seven dogn that still followed
her. When she turned they scattered in
all d.ummn-. but their_hunting i

k;y ot them trail. 1 had Ik
e ol et a1t

inct
long want-
now a chance to
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rocure one. ghr have shot the wolf

wing the cubs to fol-
T we e
headed them off, so. rhil
ey o i
ips brought the moher buck aain, wd
el
must have weighed twes “heay-

%;,gqs'

owent
ien but she looked a6 |:|yrgt with eves
Bl of her sheggy coat standing o6 sad,
Teeth clnh:ﬁgzmﬂ tecth and the
snarls an ringing cris
came fast and furious as the combatants
ol over and v, T ed such
a quick-moving mass that for some sec-
onds I could not sce which top.
But they soon parte wolf ran off
and Hector lay writhing on the ground.

Throwing up my il I seat the wolf head
um).«"f then ran to my dog. ~Borh his
el e boken, the aeck tom in
five ffcent places s hie noee hittia
through, 1 shot him to ave further

ning the carcase of the
) fnd b e

.pm and 2 slight
und on the neck. other dogs had
come up, and .o,am we ran down the
ibs. Killed one, but 1 secured the

ather. I grew up i perfect feedom

:. d g neatly 2 yea, bur one
it dis and_never

ay Vo brass collar, and wh:n a

death on raking up the old frecbootin

ways of his ancestors.




