OUTING FOR FEBRUARY.

BIG GAME HUNTING IN THE WILD WEST.

BY THE LATE BRIGADIER-GENERAL RANDOLPH B. MARCY,
U

(Author of “Prairie Traveler” “Thirey Years Army Life on the Border “Border Reminiscences” etc)
V.

BEARS.

Tue native bears remaining within the
scope of our hunting districts comprise the
grizzly, black, brown, and cinnamon
Sarieties, all of which are characterized
by closely assimilated instincts, habits and
peculiarities, and are all hunted substan-
tially in the same manner, with the excep-
tont of the polar variety, which from ne-
cessity is carnivorous.

AIl species of the bear famil
to North America are omnivorous, and
their ranges extend over portions of many
of the older States, and nm\\fhour nearly
all the provinces of the Canadian i
i habitats of the grizzly and
innamon_varieties are restricted fo the
vicinity of the western mountain ranges.

indigenous

Although not strictly migratory in their
habits, yet whenever food fails to supply
their wants in one place they immediately
remove to a more favorable locality,

 their keen instinctive percep-
tions. Intil last autumn I invariably
found grizzlies numerous in the Casper
and Big Horn Mountains, but a_railroad
recently constructed through that section
has afforded such casy access to those
hunting grounds that 1 great deal of the
ame, including many of the bears, has
been killed or driven away.

The camivorous propensities of these
animals are so ravenous that they will
gorge themselves to repletion whenever
they can secure flesh, fish or fowl of any
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description, and like polar bears are es-
pecially of salmon, and resort o a
very dexterous method of catching them
by lying down upon the bank of a rives
just above the water's edge while the fish
are ascending against a swift current, so
that when one comes within reach they

uickly sieze and with their powerful claws
throw it out upon the banl

They not only kill and gormandize
upon every animal, including the biped
species, that comes within their power,
but it is asserted there is an exception to
this, in that they are not cannibally given

will not eat bear's flesh. They are
also equally voracious in their consump-
tion of herbivorous food, and are espe-
cially it Dot Cibee
fruit. The grizzlies are unable to climb,
pull or breal¢ dovn small fruit bearing trees,
while the black bears argest
trees and thus reach the fruit on the upper
branches.

Their marauds are generally made at
night, when they often travel long di
tances to procure food, returning
daylight, and seldom 'show themselves
during the day unless they are very
hung to forage for their young.

heir voracious propensities often im-
pel i
he

El
&

them fo commit depredations upon
sheep and young catdle of the ranches,

b v ot ek erigui loses 10
some_sections that the stock owners’ as-
sociations have offered large bounties for
their scalps.  In Montana, for example, as
high as cight dollars is paid for every
bear killed

Notwithstanding this, their numbers do
not appear to have diminished as rapidly
as the other large game, probably for the
reasons above stated, that they seldom
come out and expose themselves to the
hunter during the day-time.

have occasionally hunted for weeks
without seeing a bear, and over grounds
where fresh tracks were numerous, but
made during the previous night, from
Which it will be agparent that the best
time to hunt bears s after a fresh snow-
fall when the night tracks can be followed
to the hiding places of the animals.

The color of the grizzly varies from a
light gray to that of a deep brown or so
nearly black that 1 have thought they
might have crossed with, the black variety,

ere is, however, a difference between
the habits of the two species.

As the grizzly never climbs trees,
the experienced hunter feels secure if he
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can ascend a tree high enough to prevent
the bear from reaching him when stand-
ing upon his hind legs, whereas it is the
reverse with the black bear, which when
closely safety in climbing
to the higher branches of trees; besides
they frequently make their winter quarters
in large hollow trees, the only access to
which' is through orifices many feet
above the ground

The grizzly in common with the black
bear hibernates during cold winter weather,
ut not being limber, he selects for the
ind\llgﬁme of his brumal slumber, a cave
or a sheltered spot under the roots of fall-
en trees, where he covers himself with a
thick coating of leaves, and when
comes out in the spring is very lean, but
can then make much better running than
when he is fat.

T once chased a lean grizzly for several
miles, and it was all I coul
up with him upon a fleet horse. A man
could not have run one-half as fast as he
did. Indeed, T doubt if the fleetest pedes-
trian hunter could make his_escape if
pursued by an exasperated grizzly bear
in any condition, unless he reached a tree,
or used his firearms effectually.

have heard of several well authen-

ticated instances where men have been
grizzlics, one of which occurred
friend Captain Gibbs of the army,
while hunting in California was pur-
sued by a grizzly, but fortunately before
the animal was upon him he reached and
scrambled up a tree, leaving his rifle at the
oot, which the disappointed freebooter
seized and broke, and after trying for
some time to reach the terrified Captain,
he deliberately sat up at the root of the
tree and watched some time for him to

come down.

But as the Captain manifested no incli-
nation for a closer acquaintance with his
ursine antagonist a¢ chat_ partcular junc.
ture, the latter gave up the contest and
walked away, which afforded the Captain
& opportapity fo ‘descond and raake

precipitate exit from that locality.

e afterwards assured me that he was
not so very badly scared, but added “How
any one can think there is sport in stalk-
ing grizzlies is beyond my comprehen-
sion.

Another similar case_occurred upon
Henry's Fork of Green River, where two
officers from Fort Bridger were hunting
elk, and_ suddenly encountered a grizzly
approaching them rapidly a short distance
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off, but fortunately far enough to give
them time to climb a tree out of reach of
the bear, that soon came up and with an
angry gowl passed on. . Wh
abandoned the hunt and retumed to the
as their excursion

men {0 unt garme uadrupeds and not for
Bears to hunt biped

e o el e of a Bl
officer T heard of, who had served in India
and was a_distinguished sportsman, hav-
ing bagged scorés of tigers and o
large game, besides being @ capital bird
sh

His reputation in this class of field
sports was so well established, that on his
return home he was in great requisition
at the London Club, where he was often
called upon to relate some of his hunting
achievements, many of which were of so
marvelous a’ character that he was sus-
pected by some of drawing a bow of un-
ustal lenge

‘one occasion, after entertaining
his %mds with an elaborate account of
o is most asonishing performan-
ces, a member of the party ves
gately insimuated a slight suspicion of o

mcreduhry s o the verty
Where the Captain with an

e‘(ceedmglv conseq\\en[ml Bt romarked:

v, my dear sir, that is a mere baga-
telle when contrasted with one of my cn-
counters with figer

“T by no means, for an instant, question
the accuracy of your stement,’ said the
other. “Indee

eatly in-
feresied n [hem d T asuse you nothing
ford me more pleasire than to

oul

hear funher of your astonishing success
in the rye spore of tger huning,
he replied, “it is good sport
eno\\zh ‘unless the tiger takes it into s head
hunt the hunter, when ¢l ent be-
comes rather too intense to be Agreeﬂble
remember,” he added, “at one time
while serving in India, 1 'went out for a
morning's shooting taking my largest cal-
ibred Westley R_\c}nrds, the’ right barrel
sged withi an elongited steel pointed
bﬂl and rl\e left with snipe shot, and after
hunting some time without seeing game, 1
entered a thickset jungle, and had only
gone a few yards when an enormous man-
eating tiger dashed at me from one side,
and at the same instant I flushed an

English snipe upon the opposite side.
“Whereupon I fired hasty snap-shots to
the sight dnd left, and © my supreme

gratification (for I am free to admit I was
It agitated) the tger fll dead wuhm

the snipe

upon e e you can mmgme
my amazement, gentlemén, when 1 ap-
proached the rapacious monster and dis-
covered that killed him with the
snipe shot, while the three-ounce bullet
had torn the poor bird into ten thousand
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atoms, leaving nothing tangible save a
slight ‘suspicion of a few feathers.”

All the bears of every variery T have
seen and 1 have met with a gréat many
While hunting alone, have vathout
ception run from me.

tis true I have generally hunted them
on horsback, but wheneyet [ e stalked
them, they Rave evinced the same carn-

e cinnamon variety is regarded as
the most ferocious and " aggressive of 111
in its attacks upon men, which is prol
Iy true, but the first one 1 ever met with,
was npon the Medicine-Bow River in Wy-
oming, when 1 suddenly came in sight of
him coming (ow\rd me about 200 yards
distant, and T dare say we were equally
sunprised, a5 we Both stopped at the samb
instant
Phinking hife oo G off for & i
shor] wured for him to come nearer, but
very carefully raised the
nﬂe m mv ‘houlder, but bef fore T could
fire, he turned and rushed into a dense
thicket of tall willows, wluch he rhnshed
down like @ moving machine untl
reached a small opening, where he mmed
es, and giving me
glance, away he wvent
again, and when 1 last saw him he was
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about half a mile off moving faster than
when he started.
at the physical powers of this mon-
(hose of any other
an_ forests there
no_question, : md if he were con-
scious of his gigantic strength as com-
pared it tha of his bxpedgﬂ enemy he
L p

haps be more aggressive in_ his
pmc iities for attacking

Bur like other carnivorous quadrupeds
he seems to have an instinctive apprecia-
fon o the superiority of the humah race
over that of the brute, causing him fo
avoid any conflict with man excepting on
the defensive.

have occasionally witnessed striking
axiibitions of the, immense stingh 0 gt
these animal, 35 for instnce, one

after o vy large bull el 50
B from camp S e fheee wos ot et
dress it and return before dark, 1 left it
bing upon the ground 1 i fell, intend-
ing to o the meut arly'the next

when we discovered

a large gnzzlv had been there
us and diigeed the entire catcass (weigh
ing at least six or seven hundred pounds)
some considerable_distance, and buried it
up with earch like an immense grave,
with nothing but the end of the nose and
the antlers exposed to view.

his 1 afterwards learned was a_com-
mon practice with them. They hide the
meat in this manner unil it becomes suffi-
ciently gamey fo suit their palates, and in
this tespect” they assimilate. very closely
to the epicure who prefers tinted meat to
fresh.

On examining this elk we discovered
to our surprise that the meat already
showed aidence of incipient putificion,
although the previous night had been
sty and the. catcase was oy xposed
a few hours, which I subsequenty ascer-
tained vas not unusual even with the ther-

ggound 50 the air can ciraulae under and
ool the meat.

The rapid tainting doubless results from
the animal heat evlied from the entails
while in

‘As the skin f the bear adheres very
tenaciously fo the carcass
en off immediately after the animal 15
ed, as it comes off much easier then
than after it gets cold, besides it is diffi-

Eﬂ
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cult to scrape away all the fatty tissue
after it cools, and wherever any remains it
rots the pelt.

We once left a bear out over night, as it
was too late when killed to skin it, an
the next morning it was so much injured
by the fat adhering to the skin that the
taxidermist could do nothing with it.

Every particle of fat should be carefully
scraped off with a sharp knife and the pelt
thoroughly dried in the sun as soon after
killing a5 _possible. My old guide, Black
Beaver, who during his protracted career
in the mountains had seen and shot
many grizzlies, and was thoroughly posted
regarding their habits, assured me’ that he
had never known an instance of a she
bear having been killed during the period
of gestation. The only solution to this
mystery that I can conceive of, is that the
animal must remain concealed in a hi-
bernating condition, until after she has
been delivered of her cubs.

caver gave some other items upon the
bear question which were equally curious.
e said when a bear has been traveling
against the wind, and wishes to lie dow
he invariably turns and goes some. dis-
tance with the wind before taking to his

@
Then if he is followed by an enemy his
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acute olfactories will apprise him of the

He also asserts with a good deal of con-
fidence that when a bear has been driven
into a cavern and a fire made at the mouth
to smoke him out, he will come to the fire
and stamp it out with his paws, then re-
treat into the cave again.

At one time when in a canoe pursuing a
bear that was swimmin issouri
River, he fired a shot which only grazed
his scalp, when the bear made for the canoe
and attempted to get in. But as Beaver
was not inclined to take in another pas-
senger he hit him over the head several
times with the butt of his rifle—but this
only served to infuriate and make him more
persistent in_his efforts to embark in the
dug-out, and_compelled Beaver to resort
to an expedient he had heard of but
never before put in practice. It was to

i le actoss upon the top of
the bear’s neck, which caused him to let
go his hold upon the gunwale of the
Ganoe and seize the paddle on each side
with his paws, which he held onto unti
he sank to the bottom and was drowned.

From the foregoing statements it would
appearthat_bruin is. endowed with some
reasoning faculties beyond the ordinary
instincts of the brute creation.
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Nevertheless, he occasionally shows
himself to be very stupid, as, for instance,
when he remains in a cavern and the
hunter enters with a torch and rifle,
instead of springing upon and devouring
him he sits up upon his haunches, covers
his eyes with his paws so as fo exclude
he, and allows the hunter to place the
Sty ot bin head. and blow nt s

the Ii

gn di
MY FIRST GRIZZLY BEAR.

‘While hunting one day near the “Mani-
tou Springs® o Colorado, n 1858, when
there was ot 2 white man living within
Yoo moiles of the plice, | dncoened
about 8oo yards off a grizzly bear that was
walling oy toward me

As it was evident [111[ “the animal had
ot observed me, and 5 1 v gt ager
to get a shot at this first one of the species
T had ever seen, I quickly dismounted, and,
seciting 1y Dome ouE'of Galt, cehlly
advanced with my rifle and revolver
ready for instant combat in case the beast
camie susddenly WpoR mie in 1he biuh.
But when 1 reached the spot where T first
expiod i he had Suppearsd, having
pobablytiion hesoont famme and i
away.

The next one of these animals I saw
was of the cinnamon variety, on Medicine-
Bow River. soms aoctont of which | have
Biboe Evee

Shortly after this I observed some fresh
buffalo tracks, which I followed until
came o ight of 2 cow and lf quitly
Srizing ipon the. préirie. about &mil
away.

They had he Wmd of me and immediate-
Iy started o anking pace, the calf
a1 the time Keepirg closs hap ith the
mo(her

As this was the first nme I hAd seen

buffaloes i that pam of ity and

1y horse was (olenblv ﬂee( And fresh,

T it i pomit "t did ot gin mch
upon them for som

At locgth, howene, the il bepa
to diminish until I was almost near
Sroush for 1 shot when o calf became
weary and dopped 3 il behind, vhich

40 si0rt o HiTVesperiert
that was wonderfully sagacious.

Seeing that her calf could no longer keep.
up she rushed through a large cump of
BEush, leaving the Lalf thereim, an
emérging thiefrom resumed the chase
with increased vig ind as my horse was
a little eths(edgloabandoned her, but the
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calf was found with his head upon the
ground iding himsel in the thickst part
of the busl

After res(m my horse a few minutes T
went on, and Bad not gone far when I saw
in the distance three L acL ob\e\rs which,
upan esaminaion v eld glass,
took to be buffaloes l\mg qmedv in the
grass upon the prairie.

"M the'wind wis blawing frorme direce
Iy toward them I was obliged to make along

etour to get upon the opposite side, when
T met one of my Mesican hunters, who
had discoered md s going for the sume
animals T v

We umred our forces and advanced
within rifle range, when the animals
jumped ug to our astonishment
oroved to be o large grizely beas with fwo
well-grown  cubs.

he instant they discovered us they
all started off rapidly, and we after them,
at a speed which on brough s near
enough to give shots, but owing t
fraaic pluiging Mnd foig s of ol
fghtered horas: s 157 Dothing: ok ot
own permrbmon,
took effect, doub( if even Buffalo
Bill, with all his masterly equestrian
adrojtness, and his skill in fifle shooting,
could, under the circumstances, have
made much bener shots than ours.

As we obliged to stop and re-
charge our lon% muzzle-loading rifles,
this gave the bears time to get con
siderably the start of us. Ve, how-

1, soon close; and gave
another shot that mﬂme§ a shghr lesh
und upon the dam, at which she set
up 8 vocierous growd and plunged ahead,
leaving her cubs behind. Giving a hasty
direction for the Mexican to A(rend to, the
cubs, I pushed on after the old one, which
was at this time a good deal in advance,

either of our shots

and going at her best speed, while the
panic-saicken whelps were glving uter-
ance fo the most plaintive cries, which

e to
e, heisd by the ‘mother, but she cor
Tued on, asd my orse’ put forth his
atmost efors for at least two miles before
we came up with

the meantime the cubs confimued
their incessant cries, at which the dam
would occasionally turn round, sit up and
look_back, but as soon as she_ saw me
coming she resumed her running, and
this was repeated several times, until I
came. pear her, and galloped dlong; for
some distance by her side, but even' this
close proximity did not induce her to o
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on me, or to
stration of hostiliy
er sole purpose was to escape, and to
it this she deseriad het offspang in the
manner. When I had satis-
osity regarding her aggressive
ave her a shot back of the
shoulder, which caused her to turn around
and walk slowly back with her head down,
severely wounded, but another shot in
the head brought her to the ground, and
affer taking off one of her paws, as a trophy,
T returned to camp, where 1 found: the
Mexican who had lassoed the two cubs,
and driven them before his horse nearly

make the sightest demon-

procliv
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commenced eating berries from bushes
upon the brink of a deep gully, into which
Torced my horse.

Ve were here perfectly screened from
the view of the bear, but by mising my
head above the crest of the gully 1 could
see him distinctly.

My horse at this juncture was a lttle
out o breath from the gallop T had just
given him, nevercheless T put the rifle to
my shoulder, and rising well in the stir-
rups shouted a view halloo to the stalwart
beast, causing him to turn suddenly
around, and sitting up upon his haunches
he gave me a scrutinizing look, at which

sl 7

five miles, while they continued their
piercing screams all the way. Indeed,
they kept up their cries during the entire
night, so that the men got but little sleep
and obliged us to have them killed the
next morning.

‘After crossing the Platte River the next
day, I rode in advance of the troops for
something like two hours, when 1 dis-
covered about a mile ahead of me a very
large grizzly bear passing around a hil
out of sight, whereupon 1 galloped on to-
ward the hill, and as T approached he
turned and with his bacE toward me

instant 1 fired, but the heavy breathing of
the horse so disturbed my aim that it
proved a_failure, and the bear started
rapidly off over the hills, which were so
abrupt and irregular that T was apprehen-
sive if 1 stopped to reload T might lose
Sight of him altogether,
therefore, on secing the troops ad-
vancing in the distance, rode around the
bear, timed him in the right direction and
drove him as T would a cow all the way
back to the command, when some of the
soldiers rode out and killed him.
Another instance of a somewhat similar
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character occurred while 1 was at Fort
Missoula, Montana, in 1885, which was

as_follows:

While Lieutenant Derlach, of the Army,
was riding over the prairie, about two
miles from the fort, he encountered a full
grown bear, which he drove all the way

when he was Killed upon the
parade ground. One of the paws, which
the Lieutenant kindly gave me, now hangs
in my trophy room at Orange,

Quite an unexpected but amusing ren-
contre occurred at one time while our
party was traveling out from the railroad
depot at Rock Creek towards our hunting
grounds, in 1579.

Our half-breed guide, “Litcle Bat,” who
had joined us that day, and was continu-
ally ipon the look-out for game, suddenly
discovered far off upon the prairie four
rizzly bears that were busily engaged in
igging roors, sbout half  mile from the
only woodland in that vicinity.

he guide suggested, as it was prob-
able the bears would endeavor to make
their escape into the woods if they saw
the party, that all the mounted men (five
or six) should follow him around under
cover of the hills cut them off
from the timber, which would give a
clear open field fof a chase.

his was agreed to, and they all reached
the desired position without disturbing
the bears, when, at a given signal, a
put spurs to their horses, and away they
dashed forward toward the bears, that
soon discovered their approach, an.
started off at full speed into the prairie,
But as soon as the horses came in sight of
the strange looking beasts they became
terrified to such an extent that their riders
were for some time unable to control
them. At length, however, they managed
to get the most of them ino the chase,
and by free application of the rowels and
Vocifetous encouraging shouts they over-
took the fleeing animals, and gallopin
helter skelter into their_ midst_discharge
numerous shots, which in their competi-
tive anxiety to outrival their companions
in drawing the first blood, caused them at
first to fire wildly. But they soon re-
covered their self-possession, and at length,
after continuing the chase for a_great

distance, and consuming many cartridges,
they succeeded in killing three of the
grizzlies, and brought their carcasses to
the camp. Almost every one who had
participated in the chase claiming, and
really believing, 1 thi

think, that he had
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killed one or more of the animals,

TRAPPING BEARS.

That gigantic monarch of the mountains
called the Crizaly Bea wages an. inces.
sant and relentless warfare upon the en-
tire animal kingdom, and_his atrocities
perpetrated for the gratification of his
insatiable appetite are Made in the night-
e whes s Vit 46 asleepand in-
capable of defense.

t only does he destroy large numbers
of unprotected young fawns and other help-
Less quadrupeds, but he does not hesitate in
cases of emergency to burglariously break
into corrals, sheepfolds and other inclos-
ures, and indiscriminately slughter the
harmless animals_therein, after which he
sneaks back to his Lair and does not gen-
erally come out again untl the following
night.

In view of these and other facts pre-
viously adduced, is it not evident that this

uissant pillager, however expert he may
be as a marauder among animals, yet
when brought in contact with man shows
himself to be an arrant coward that de-
serves xterminated by trapping o
any other effectual means?” Nevertheless
soime capricious amateur sportsmen ob-
ject to the trap as an auxiliary in hunting
bears, regarding it as a cruel, timid an
unsportsmanlike Yet these same
men do not oppose this method of exter-
minating wolves and other camivorous
wild animal

A companion of mine once while we
were visiting our bear traps, remarked,
that it did not in his opinion seem in
exact accord with fair play to shoot a
bear while confined in a trap, and as
if T did not think it would be more sports-
manlike to let the fellow loose from the
trap_and give him a running chance fos

is life before shooting him. “Certainly,’
Treplied, “that is a capital suggestion, and
the very next bear we catch, you may let
him out of the trap, and 1 will do the
shooting” He did not, however, seem in-

ned 1 accede to the proposition.

As for myself, the fact that 1 have used
bear traps for nine different seasons and
have caught a greater number of grizzlies
than T have killed by the ordinary method
of hunting them, is sufficient proof that I
entertain no scruples in regard to_it.

As to_the relative amount of courage
required in the practice of the two methods,
there is no doubt in my mind but that
trapping is decidedly the more hazardous.
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T saw some remarks upon this subject
the other day fiom an old trapper and
hunter which evince horough
knovledge of the mattet and which co
Gl it svety’ pastiedlas with Foy. Gwal pese
sonal e\penen ce.

He says: °1 have hunted and trapped

 bear scores of cimes, an

the Indian was the ugliest customer thirty
years ago that the hunter had to
i

“T know that the énzzlv bear next to

eal

“Tn those days we wsed o chink there
s more. danger n tmpping the gy
bear than thers was in thasiag hirs with
the sifle.

“There have been times when trappers

have come up with the bear ar the ve
moment he Has succeeded in tearing loose

rom the trap. 1 know one man, James
Carver by name, who happened & reach
his grizzfy at such a

“Fhe bear made one “uush, and before
the companion who was with Carver real-
ized the situation the bear had torn Carver
to pieces.

H i some one say;onee- it sl
you have trapped a thousand-pound grizzly
you lyven't aught a bear at al, but imply
the devil incarnate, and 1 tell you' that's
pretty near the truth.”

Of the many grizzlies T have trapped, T
remember an unicommonly large one that
e caught near the head “of Deer Creek,
Wyomi,

We set our traps on Saturday evening
and did not revisit them until Monday
moming, when we asceriined that 3

bear had been caught in one and had
dragged the trap and clog away, leavin
bin til . i, buc e oo aawe
after which his

L follows
however, by o careful serutiny of ¢
pround, Bt and 168 ever which ho
Fassed, ‘and by finding here. and there an
oceasional drop or two of blood, or a few
s, we: F Jonpth micesded i kaoping
the track until we got near the border of 3
dense thicket of small pines, when a sol-
dier with me touched me on’ the shoulder,
and pointng o the thicker, whispered in
Took out! T hear him
awtally o there”
not hear the growl, but directed
the man to return to where w
horses and bring up one of my com-

grow].in%
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pasions who wished to shoot the b
ey arrived we entered the
thuket mm whxch the bear in his frantic
efforts to extricate himself from the tray
had succeeded by cutting down small
trees and brush with his powerful teeth,
and in dmgging the trap over roots and
other obstructions, in making quite a road
5 the ippt where'ors dischvered i, sl
as we approached he made a tremendous
eap as far toward us as his trap chain
ermitted, and at the same time continued
his growling, while he ugged at the chain
uncil my friend gave him a shot in the
he1d which finished him.

He proved to be a male grizzly of enor-
mous propor ons.

Upon examination we discovered that
he had broken several of his tur:nxduble
teeth and lacerated his mouth s
cutting trees and grappling vwith the wron

*Fie had been caught by the forefoor, but
in his struggles to clear himself of the trap,
had so nearly accomplished his purpose,
that the jaws of the tip only held hi
the end of one toe, and i h had not becn

lled a¢ he opportune moment he wias i
o quite likely his next effort would have
extiicated him entirely, In which event
he might have created some unpleasant-
ness in our ittle party

e proper me[hoﬂ of setting a rr\g in
the woods for bears is to place it at the fo
of a wee near a nil where the bears are
accustomed o pass. Then han
ofany kind of meat, excepin
bear, against the tiee, directly over the
trap, and so high that the bear can only
reach i by standing upon his hind feet,
He then cannot get the bait without step-

into the tra
ood bear traps are made at the Oneida
Community Works, New York, and are
sold for about thirteen dollars each, with
five screws for setting, costing about a
ollar a pair, which_enable one man to
do, the work that without the screws re-
quires three men.

After the trap is set the pan and jaws
should be lightly covered with dry leaves,
and if there is any blood upon the meat

is well to_sprinkle a little upon the
trap, after which every object not pertain-
ing to the locality should be removed, an

tracks obliterated by brushing or cov-
ering with dist of lcaves

Tn concluding this paper it has occurred
to me that a few pertinent remarks derived
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from authentic sources upon the subject of
bear-hunting as practiced in Europe might
not be devoid of interest to the reader.
he Brown Bear is very common in
many parts of Russia, and is hunted in
different ways according to the character
of the country where he is found. In the
winter when he has occupied his hiber-
mting lir, the hunters do pot ventue to
attack him at once, but cut paths, on both
sides of his bed, which they line on each
side with small ‘brush and “withes, as the
bear when pursued will pursue the paths
gather than atempt 0 break_theough the
Then after a part of the hunters
L R
cach, path, they send others o start out
the bear by making great noises at
other ends. when the-bear in his efforts
to escape rshes through the paths towards
fhe ambushed huntes who soon dispatch

The hibernation of the European bear
seldom renders him perfectly torpid, and
occasionally, as is the case with our
American bears when the weather moder-
ates, they wake up and prowl about in
search of food, and can then easily be tracked
to their beds, when the hunter who dis-
covers his hiding place goes for assist-
ance, as it is considered hazardous for
less then two or three men to attack him,
as he will sometimes fatally wound his
assailants after he has been shot by
several bullets. There are, however,

some Russians who single handed will
attack when armed with their coutcar-de-
chasse. us armed a regular bear
hunter will often court an attack, and
when the bear rushes up and extends his
huge paws to strike or clasp him, he
plunges his couteau-de-chasse into his
chest with the most fatal certinty.
Mr. Lloyd, in his “Northern Field
ports,” says, snowshoes or skidas are
universally used for winter hunting in
Russia, Siweden and Denmark
hose snowshoes, however, tire very

different from the Canadian Raekette,
(sno\vshoef being made of very thin
boards, only two or three inches wide,
and of différent lengths, the left foot be-
ing four or five feet longer than the right.
If the ef foot s nine, ten or tvele ot
Iong, which is often_ the case, the ri
fool would e only fve, six of eight "

The bear is not so common in either
Norw

Sweden or
re still occasionally met with, and are
mostly of the brown variety. The hiber-
nating propensity of the bear seems to
pend 2 good deal upon its cogaphical
distribution,  In southern Russia
Germany the period is intermittent, i
@ quiescent o a torpid siate and he
nally goes out to seek food, whereas
colder ihmates he remains in his e
several consecutive months, which s the
case in Denmark and Sweden,

way as formerly, yet [hev
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The Scandinavian bear is said to attain
five or six hundred pounds weight, a
great part of which he loses before he
Touses from his prolonged slumber.

Tt is stated that in a single year in the
province of Dalsland alone more than
1,000 hea stock were destroyed by
bears.  So destructive did they become at
one time that bear hunting was forced
upon the Norwegians by the ravages com-
mitted upon cheir cartle.  *Sir /

Bp oke,” in his travels states that
2 Short time before his visit to Norway,
three bears were killed which were al-
most as large as the small horses that
drew his carriage.
or the purpose of destroying them the
casants were assembled in large num-
ers and extending themselves in line,
beat through the part of the forest where
the bears resorted, uttering loud shouts
and firing an occasional gun, which
alarmed the bears that heard”the unusual
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sounds so much that they sometimes
crowded together in considerable num-
bers and enabled the hunters to surround
them and open  simultaneous firing upon
their pestiferous foes.
“This kind of hunting, says Sir Arthur,
“is attended to those who pursue it sin
yith considerable danger, P i
shot mis or amy oth e oart than the head
be' wounded® the enraged animal rushes
1 the aggressor, whos only dependence
st then be upon s sped o his cour
address in the use of his coufeau-

chase. Tn Norvay, howerer, and in
northern Sweden, the peasant undaunted
ocs thys in pursuit of the bear yn
dttended, relying upon his own skill
and activity, and generally returns
m\\mphmr

o

‘u’:‘z

e o G fom

g by, o e fom Sir Ay, eguding the
B e e
e shouer, 2 1t el then penctrae the v and
produce deach —{R. B. M.1

AROUND THE WORLD ON A BICYCLE!

BY THOMAS STEVENS

[0

Spcial Correspondent.]

THROUGH CHINA.
XXVIIL

Prace: Canton; and the time, Wednes-
day, October sth.  The voyage from
Calcutta on the opium steamer Wing-
Sang is over, and after several dus
delay, my Chinese passport is duly ob-
tained ffom the Viceroy. It grants me
permision 10 journey trgugh the pro
Vinces of Quang-tung and Riang-tsi to
Kin-Kiang, stipulating, however, that it
does not include leave to visic “districts
infested by robbers, Zomiadic teibes o
Iayless characers”

h Consul considerately hopes
that T will be fortunate ¢now be
yond the boundary of his own jurisdiction
before getting murdered; Ah Kum, the
affable guide who pilots Fankwae tourists
about Cancon, smirks and bows polily

hopes 1 won't get murdered at all

e e S e e o0t

yond the outskirts of the famous boat-

population of Canton and sets me down
at a village.

Pointing out a squatty Celestial, with a

pig-tal that well nigh seeeps the ground,
she utters the one word “Fat shan” and
eaves me to my own resources. The
man with the long queue is bound for
Fat-shan, and by pointing him out, the
yoman means rhar ‘my surest way of find-
ing that city is to follow behind him. It
551 e preceution; Tors e whiols ich
valley of the Pear] River is traversed by
mazé of narrow foot-ways, leading hither
and thither from village to village, an
yet, seemingly, nowhere in particular. It
is a bewildering task for a stranger to
attempt to follow in any particular
direction.

Fat-shan is reached at length, a large
walled city, the centre of important por-
celain manufactures. Hours are spent in
threading the narrow, alley-like streets, in
a vain endeavor to discover the proj
outlet on the other side. During et
time, I am, it is needless to say, almost
m\shed in the s\\rgmg masses of Colestials
that gather about me. I escape at last,

i firse aticle of thi serics sppeared in Ou‘nv«‘ for April, 85%.



