A ROCKY MOUNTAIN GOAT-HUNT.

BY G. M. DILLARD.

TARTING from camp in one of
those deep cafions of the Rock
Mountain, sange. through which

branch of Clear Warer

River, our way lay Westward, or down

the calon.  On cither side rose lofty

mountains, mostly bare and precipitous.

¢ paturl wildness and grandeur sug-
gested only one kind of game, only onc
kind of life—the Rocky Mountain goat—
and 1 resolved to embrace the opportu-

nity unexpectedly presented, and t

spend a day _goat-hunting.

As one of innumerable unselfish acts,
Percy agree keep an cye on my
saddle horse during the day’s travel; so,
after getting as_good an idea as_possible

cre our nest camp would be, 1 dis-

Senied itk all unsseoesaiy S

Tnents, taking only @ small feld glass, a

pocket- Lo penkaifs, i maith bar,

six or cight fect of small rope and my
fort-five-seventy ~Winchester, with
twelve or fifteen cartridges. 1 left camp
at nine oclock in the morning, crossed
the stream fifty feet away and com-
menced clxmbmg o ponne Sk and
the mountain si

s uy B otk i) ok T climbed

through the lead toward the summit,
for an hour without change. Then the
overhanging brush in the ravine became
too dense to_penctrate. At one place 1
came upon the branches of a tall tree
that had fallen down the mountain
and, reversing the usual order of ftree-
climbing, climbed from top o bottom,
up g steep as

Pihore Bller: mees sre s rlief b rough
rocks and bad brush, as, with your hoots
well spiked, you can walk on them at a
considerable’ incline, up or down, and
save much time. Two hours passed and

ized the extent of my undertaking,
as the mountain side grew into preci-
pices and the summit seemed but little
nearer than when 1 started. 1 as

one to follow me through the next two

hows of difculies.

one olock when great heaps
of s paarently inaccom bl ol rose

Fundred feet above me. Being aceus-

tomed to the cffects of exercise in rari

fied atmosphere, 1 was not discouraged
by momentary exhaustion. With the
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prong of my sifl-stock carching in cvery
ile rough place in the rock above fo
¢ soles of my boots

assist me up, and the

g
bowlder of granite, the footing only half
as wide as my boor soles, 1 climbed fo
the top of the bowlder and the summit
of a Rocky Mountain range.
stretched forth my hands in_opposite
directions and let fll a stone from cach.
the stones might have rolled far down

opposite sides of the mountain and

have cventually reached widely differ-
ent sections of country. The labor had
been equivlent 1o walking sixteen mile
in four good couny,

A -
aceustomed to wild mountain scenes—
above, the bluest s
Tl el mE Ganons, apparently
bottomless; beyond; wl
mer, beautiful green quks and groves

of fir; and around, a boundless view of
mountain  summits.

1 climbed down coutonsly from that
pyramid of rock and followed the range

Destward, in which dircetion if sloped
slightly and became less rocky on the
ned with the glasses
cukhes below along
ntin side.
S e ey e stand
points over precipices and kecp “vatch
clow but not above them, a character-
istic probably acquired by living so high
that they have usually found nothing o
fear from above. So you must_go to the
summt_and, hunt down. The first goat
that 1 saw had been wallowing in dust
and was so far below and so large that,
as it hma me and looked up, 1 took it
for a car. Some of their mo-
tiany o eactly e Eu beat,
fired, allowing for distanc ani-
mal fan up a ridee on the right and 1
reappeared on the ridge
and foll dead to i ehind shot.

Climbing down, 1 had gotten within
seventy-five yards of where the goat
fell when 1 saw in the cliffs below, on
the lek, two goats looking ntently down
the mountain, evidently disturbed by
the. ripotts of my Hile; but bnable o
locate them. Turning, 1 endeavored to
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creep down to a point of rock immedi-
ately above them, so as fo command the
course of their flight in cither direction.
But before 1 could reach the place a
cloud of dust and falling rocks informed
me that the game was in flight. 1 slid
down snd dushed out on the point, and
w four goats and tw

i cniig The st o
credible rate. Select arge goat,
che one on che left side of the herd, {
fired, hitting it a center shot
where I stood, through  the hmdq\urrcz
e buller probably, lodging In it
shoulder or neck. 1 saw the blood rush
out of its white coat where it was hit.
It turned aside and lnid down on the
steep ground. 1 knew that another shot
vag unnccessary

oats had disappeared be-
i o T descent, but one
of thom soon came in sight, gOing over
a ridge on my right. Again allowing
o B amne ] Ao e o b
which scemed to be correct, as 1 heard
1o music of glancing bullets' and saw no
dust from their striking, except once or
twice. Had it been a deer or elk
would have known if the game was
ing hit from the sound of the bullets
striking, but the soft_hair of the goat
deadens the sound. The animal disap-
peared over the ridge.

Taing the setond st 46l yidg i
siht, T went down and climbed ovr the
idge after the last one, and after some
searching found it lying
A shor through the hea:
G it commeneed tolling: Ustenped
out on the rack that it rolled from and
the big animal had disppeared.  There

s a ruml clow and a_shower of
loose carth and small rocks falling, and
an occasional. glimpse of the goxt, s it
momentum carried it into the air_over
some projecting point of roc
all was quict, I took the trail and fol-
lowed dovn.

With a little practice and proper
shoes a hunter can go to most places
that a living goat can, but if is more dif
fiale 1o follow the, fall of a dead one.

just scen was an ad-
monition of what he must expect who
makes a faulty leap or step in a bad
place.

1 found che goat lodged in the rocks,
3 thousaad foet below, covered
tiat it had beeh Stevek four or e
times. 1 etimatéd that the gosts will
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carry more lead, in proportion to_th
sizes, than a grizzly bear. 1 think e
estimate will be supported by the expe-
siegce of orher hunters

As it was impossible for me to get
ore tham oo shins dowss the imduitam
and as Thad o gonte gbove, not very
r apart, as 1 supposed, I had fo aba
don This”fine head and skin. I went to
(he place whers the sccand goat wes
1eft, Dot Tound e sign of #. The £t
one T found wedged behind a burnt log
near where it fell. Two shots had hit
it, one just in front of the shoulder
blade, which must have lodged against
the neck bone, and the other six inches
farther back, probably penetrating the
heart. Securing this skin and head, 1
descended the mountain in a course di-
rectly beneath where the sccond goat
was left lying, and found it many hun-
dred feet below, lodged across a loy

It was very difficult to sccure the skins
because in_moving the goat it was liable
to begin falling again. After nearly se-
curing the second skin, my pocket-knife
dropped from my hand and was gone

cyond recovery. Forrunately 1 had a
penchnife with which to complete the
operation.

Lashing the two skins and heads to
gother with the lice vope, 1 continued

o descend, rolling the skins ahead and
clitnbing sfice them. By dack I had n
that way got about one-third of the way
down the mountain, to where a lirtle
bench of comparatively level ground
afforded a good resting.place

Nights on the y Mountains, in
Septeralir, e ot wa; | wae withs
out the range of wood to keep a fire,
and my clothing was of the lightest
ind— but 1 had two goat skins!

nothing_to cat and only two
cmrudges lefr, T planted a rmk in the
ground for a foot-rest, to keep me from
<liding during che i nd Felt prerty
tired, satisfied with_the day’s
spore. Teiwes o rood place for gringly
bears, and_my bed-clothing was the
most attractive kind of bait or them, so
T collected a little de of sticks and dry
grass by my side, the blaze from which,
B Leing Nighted with o mateh, would
show a grizzly’s eyes at short range and
afford 2 ‘sure mark.

Wrapped in the soft hair of the skins,
1 planted my feet against the rock and
wis about falling asleep, with nothing
to bother me, except thirst from the
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s cxertions and the thought that 1
might be several clays in finding camp,
when up through the clear, seill air came
the unmistakable report of a discant
rifle shot followed by another, an,

other, ringing and zcso\\ndm% rlno\\gh
the precpices and caions and lingering
i mountain recesses above an

i
Telow e, ko, thie calls sl musvweis: of
some strange animals,
t was the signal to me from camp,
which T could not waste my two cart
i it was better
, since an answering shot,
it reached their cars in the bottom
would have caused them
wanted assistance.
ds died away,

T had

tion in the clear starlight gave certain
characteristics of botl eaks whicl
would enable me to identify them next
morning

Thoas roassured T sagain lid down: on
the cold, still mountain, surrounded by
a display of starlight more magnificent
than 1 had ever imagined, and was soon
fast asleep, with only some sense of
a latent watch for a grizzly which
hoped would come and disturh, my rest

awoke next morning and ros

time for an early breakfast (which 1
should have esjoyed), and afier identi-
fying th ol 3 o act as
my Tandmarke. in ﬁndmg camp, recom-
menced the tirsome. process of work-
ing_my own with the o
Brhe effeets of neglecting to eat any-

43
fore, were somewhat weakening, and the
strain on the ankles in clinging fo the
steep mountain and leaping among the
socks was very great; 5o chac after an
during which 1 had some
dxsagreelblc slides and falls, T could
manage the skins no longer. 1 had got
them within half a mile of a place to
which a horse could be taken, o' 1 aban-
doned them and marked the place by
surrounding landmarks.
¢ shots fired from camp saved
me mach trouble, 3 1 found the bottom
of the cafion timbered with a dense
forest of dar trees from six to
soxeen fet in diameter and about ovo
undred fect high, very t from
the surtoundings of the camp that T had
Ief, and T would probably have go
cai

n

fion for a istance in
o wrox]g direction, As ot was T fumed
ap, and afer going less than two miks
through the forest, came directly into
camp, just where 1 had located it, and
soon cnough after the boys had caten
Dreakfact to come in for my share,
During the day 1 took a horse up and
brought down the skins.

Fred, one of our men, told of a dis-
agrecable fix that his companion in a
goat hunt on_the Montana side of the
same mountains got into a few years
ago. He fell and slid with a lot o
snow, but caught against a small tree.
He could not get back, and Fred
could ‘ot ascist him. Below him for
some distance

hen a great chasm.
around and succeeded in gerting below
he man and above
then called

thing since che previous momning, and e vould catch him 2 he passed: e
of the unusual exercions of the day be- slid and was caught
MOON-SET.
HE night wind idles o che dreaping Tht tssled nightied callng plincsely,
I That-waking, murmur lo. Tarf  Wanders on fester
3 some_lost melody returning, stirs The cedan chanting vespes o the e
The love f long. it its answes

And g the fu Ccob] distance, sephye-fanned,
“The moon is siaking into shadow fand

It comes in wash of waves alon

the stand,
The' whil

e the moon slips into shadorw land.

O music of the night, your minsirelsy

Is tender s the tos

Of gome. dea voce m\nﬂlhng unto me

Your ’f-mp Srings throb, beneath an unseen hand,
£ Pautiné Jornson

And s

g the moon o sleep in




Painted for Outin by Hermann Simon. (See “A See Rocky Mountsin Gost-hune” (p. 411"
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