RUSSIAN FIELD SPORTS.

BY W. OLIVER.

ALTHOUGH
cach year the
number of tour-
ists visiting the
Russian capital

increases, only

a few of them par-

ticipate in the

countly sports, in-
as_those

sports must be o the.viitor. Shootn
be had near St. Perersburgh at al
seasons of the year, and a well-varied,
if not a large bag can be secured by any
ood shot willing t bune for his game.
¢ usual plan is to leave St. Petersburgh
on the eve' of some holiday by the night
train, when a slow run of a_couple of
hours will bring the sportsman into a wild

country. After bedding down in a vil-

lage fraktir or camping out in the forest

for a few hours the hunting is com-

menced and_confinued almost without a

pause unil he ground o Iefc for the ride

the station in the evening
i

Northern Russia, the summer and the

winter. The former is the best for bird

shocrmg, while in the aurumn and winter
e drives for hares, foxcs, elk, bear,

Welf, etc, ato mors succemhil, The

summer duck shooting on the Finnish

frontier, half an hour by rond from

Petersbirgh, is often very good, and at

greater distances from the capital birds

are plentiful. Good blackcock, hazel hen
and ‘woodcock shooting is fo be had be-
tween St. Petersburgh and Schlussclburgh
upon ground casily reached by the Neva
steamers, but the purcly Russian huntiny

Darty praes b5 ke the Jourey by Fo

a rough, uncomfortable and_expensive

mode of traveling, and therefore not fo

be commended if the ground can
reached by mail or steamer.
nlike some American and British
ortsmen, who endeavor to make a
ooting trip a luxurious outing, the
Russian shooter delights to_rough it
leave the sensuous ease of the capital
and plunge info the forest as a peasant,
to slecp on the floor or the oven, to cat
biack e bread and drink milk, and to
weary himself as quickly and as com-
pletely as possible. - There are some who

take a middle course, accepting the ac-
commodation

rovided in a Russian vil-
lage and supplementing the provender
with canne white biead and

drinkable spiits brought fom the
tal, but unloss the guest of some noble-
min or Rrstclass hunting chub of St
Petersburgh, the visitor will find no
spread luncheon, liveried lackeys or court

n Rusia ight are he feers o stare
etiquette, and the

official, whether
fary or. iy, 1 asious' 10 carupe the
trammels of an irksome civilization and_

asume the abandon, the nonenity of
nt life; e see the colonel,
Fhe state musician and
i of the civil service discard
form, assuming the sheepskin jacket and
top boots of the pessant and driving be-
hind a country froika in a springless cart
to the forest, where for a fime at
they can forget that they are the ser-
vants of an mikoceacy anl. indilge that
passion for the chase common to all men.
so they drive along, lying on straw
in the bottom of the cart or seated upon
« hard plank, joling over rats and stoge,
possibly enduring the torture of a jog-
Rt ot & fonfory o . Ciovin
e e
imposed: On the way they il pull up
yeide fraker, chety, reugh and peor
Slieh oy il trk v s oriinn
glass tumblers, sic at a bare and rickety
ble in a room recking wih fith and
odorous of long-worn sheepskin:
Russian leather 5 they will ride on e
into the night and sleep upon the brick
oven in the only room of a peasant’s hut,
or lie out on the bare, wet ground in the
forest, waiting for dawn.
Then, accompanied by a forester, they
vl along the bed of a cnulet with the
water up fo their knees, and with upturn
face and strained eyes watch for the Mot
cocks to whose *singing ” they are listen-
ing. These wary birds can only be ap-
proached with impunity when, incensed
it pusion, dhey respond with a chal-
lenge to the love notes of a rival bird
i to everything except their opponent
they may then someimes be appronchet
near enough fo be taken with the hand,
or the sportsman may follow a bird about
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o
the forgst for houn without obuining a
shor,To vary the proceeding the ttend-

it forester will whiste for th
oo parttide, whom he will cadly <
into range. The casans cither tap or
net these birds or shoot them with a small
Calibre muzsle Toader charged with an in-
Siitesimal il of powder and o singl
. 4 shot ; it is nof often that the town
sportiman will give i attention 1 such
small_game. In the evening there is
che dight of Soaleodk B be, maind abd
vatched for, and when the sun goes down
(he = rportian, cied s with wasce

EE

1slccP in the mmblmg e, i eing
birds beside him and his faithful set-
pampered and house fed, a5 veary
ol iy e i ikbten
n the aurumn th ome sports-
men fond. of stlking of 'sill hurking;
who il g0 into the forer attendod
a single peasant, tack and bring o bay
The elk, the lyns o the bear. . But theee
sponsmen are not so numerous as those
who, being members of clubs, take part
in the lrge drives on preserved estates.
These_drives are continued all through
the winter, and although the birds are
less plentiful after October, rhc surround
always includes a large number of haes,
some foes aad, if i
a good posiion, he wil have the oppor-

tunity for some

e 2t ordinary ranges with, anything
smaller than No. 3 shor, even with a close
shooting qun.

ar excel-
staying

+ bear shooting is

v the. Risian shoioting wort
ino midwinter to sce.

car is fo the Russian peasant

what the pig is fo the Irish tenant—the

one thing by which he can rise money.

be Russian sportman who vmuld not buy

pig in a poke urchases

B b i & Fpest s Heareshirieel?

Egamsr deception by buying his animal

¥ w

When it il o
out for the beas spocr, and mark: the spot
in which Bruin —lethargic from cold
Giles to make s winter quartes: 1€ pos-
sible a glimpse of the bear is obtaincd,
but his size is always cxaggerated by the
verddor: * Someong i the mllage, gen-
ally the oldest inbabitany or it
ome person employed in one of the
ines Gowit, Aol he e mostien s s T

formed of the fact that the village has
a_bear or bears for sale. He addresses
himself to the gun shops, hotels, or calls

on we sportsmen and offers
his animal, the price varying according
to the size of the bear and e sccesnts

iry.

There has been much chicancry prac.
ticed both by and purchasers of
bears, but 2t the present fme,
well-vorded contact it s imporsile or
anyone but a novice to be greatly cheat-

"*So. the sportaman, having decided
on the locality to which he will_go,
whether it day's
the capital, or a few hours by rail and a
short drive, makes his bargain, and the
contract duly signed, and hand money paid
as carnest of i purchaser's intention to

ulfill the contract, he waits unil a fivor-
e holiday shall enable him to hunt up

is_purchase.

A pleasant party can be made up i
five or six sportsmen, sharing expcnses,
purchase half a dozen’ bears lying within
casy driving distance of cach other, so
that with two surrounds all may be taken
in the one day, Such purchuses can often
be made in the Valdai Hills, four hours
by rail from St. Petersburgh, and the
sporsmen, dloched in double furs and wel
provide: capons, reserve a coupe
and amgse rhemsclves ith a game at

or “ skat ” during their dreary
train ride, There is absolutely nothing
to intgrest the travler outside of the
car. The country thro, hich he
S ool B s i hcon o
covered, double-glazed windows of the
heated car, would soon pall upon him.
Fir fores, birch wood, e R
ings of a few acres, a village at long in-
tervals, a station buffer about every four
hours, a straight, level, ~covered
track, along which the train slowly trav-
el o h the dark night.

Asrived at his station, a mere stoppiny
Jace on the line, he wi pessant vith
anterns waiing ' his will aid
Ty with s s . m]pcdxmcn(a and
g biod seson the. tradk load
the sledges they have broughe for the

one passenger besides the
Hiive v ullowel ia 8 sifgle Horse
sledge, and the procession formed the
sportsmen are_conveyed quickly to the
village, where the largest hut is placed at
their disposal, After drinking tea from
the samovar of the khosainn, or proprictor,
the party get to rest on a shakedown,

co
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or lie on the warm flue from the stove.

herc is sure to be some talk with the
his bear has moved repeatedly,
and he has had to, watch and muark him
to his new lair, or his beaters do not

the cheap price at which he sold him, and
he wants more.  But all_this s only
falk, necessary because it is_customary,

and it need not alarm the visitor. The
diive i¢ perhaps a long one, up bl
icicle

ov
hidden bridges, through olted. villages,
across bleak moodmf in the depths of
the fir forest or along 1 road skirted with
the snow-laden silver birch 5 but as the
visitor approaches the villge which owns
the bear he will be met by peasants amx-
fous o begin the sport or curious fo sce
As the <ledglcs draw up
popuiace
cir
appearance and await cmplcnncn( as
bcarcrs by the staritsa.
etty scene is this, the rough-hewn
dedgts with ther steaming ponics, the
glistening snow, the rude huts with their
Fut\\zcsq\\c entrances and the dark fir
rest in the background. The rough
encrgy of the youths amious fo @ place
drive, rhc expectant faces of the

casants, with anxiots eyes pecring from
encath sh\gf} orows:and-chorms: fur
caps ; the pleasing countenances of the

young girls, as they gaze wonderingl

The Singely gotien up sportamen in
fancy furs or embroidered sheepskins

the old men who look on sorrowfully,
zegrcr(mg that they can no longer share

in the spor, and (he self-satisfied air of
ol their sturdy infants
s they 1ol in 5 " ackling now 1 ¢
commanding_presence of the staritia, as
pith unceasing tall he hasngues 'the
beaters, all aid in fxing upon the memory
of the beholder a scene as casy to_recal
2 a view of Epsom Downs ‘on Derby
Day or the first glimpse of Carnival.
When the beaters have been chosen and
they, with many voluntary helpers stide
wih quick steps toward. he foree, the
T Ngam dnkes his dedge
short, quid s e e
ings hitm within & shore walk of his
stand. The sportsmen for more distant

m
positions silently glide past him over the
w, and he knows that hun-
aters are at that moment as

sdendv appmkhmg their positions. The
huntsman having stationed the shooters
walks quickly round the horseshoe in-
closure formed by the beaters and, finding
ol properly luced, fires his gun
caters respond with voci
i sho\\rs and beat he trce with theie

ng Bruin awakes, and wi

long

sczamblmg gt slinks o
Hinks, o, the sioat forest, but in real
ity toward the line of sportsmen who, still
a5 statues, await his coming.

You hear the erack of a rifle followed
by savage roar and the breaking of the
dead underwood—then ag; is s
for & moment; but the quiet is broken
by the rencwed yelling of the beaters,
and you know that the bear is in the sur.
round and wilt surely make another at-
tempt o break away into the forest. Per-
chance you see him as with his quick sham-
Bling e he hurris noislesdy hrough

he forest, but for a few Fe
is “quickly lost co sight in_the thick
growth ; but by the repeated firing to the
right you know that someone sces him
and has him at close quarters. The fir-
ing ceases, the sportsman stationed next
to you calls that the * chase is ready ; ” you
pass on the signal and huny to view the
me and congratulate the sportsman to
Whose rifle it has fallen.

Loud vocifsations from  small crowe
of beaters attract y ead bear,
and while you gaugc b weight you can
not but hear the imprecations lavished
Upon the dead vasta by the quickly-in-
creasing crowd of peasants. The sports-
man who has shot the bear now gives in-
structions as fo s removal, and the throng
Sibhe theie iy Eowand the sledics, WHIE
the sportsmen prepae for o die to the

et bt This i but a repecition of the
i, anless the st b a avget one
andincludes several bears or a mother
with cubs, in which case the hunt is more

3

exiing. )
n the evening the villagers celebrate
the successful hunt with feasting and
music, while the sportsmen again take o
their dedges for a long drive shrough the
forest by night, in order to catch the carly
morning train fo St. Petersburgh.

It is a cold, cheerless drive, with no
one but your driver with whom to speak,
and you'quickly weary of the dark forest
4 e, Biononn et GF the ponics



302 OUTING FOR
which they culy vay by 0 canter down
d steep slopes. It may hap-

e Tour'siefge & everturmed, bt
y night this affords no amusement, as
your Iudicrous posiion is not seen by
your_ companions and contact with, the
tozen snow is not pleasant. And s
theough the quict forcit and the deserted
villages you make your silent way, your
orse choosing his road, your driver
mercly mdn1nng the pace at which he is
to trav s possible that in the carly
oiing bin (b dead oF Right you ey
meer, far from any village, a small sledge
heavily laden with forage, drawn slowly
and painfully along by 3 small and lame
ony and diven by 2 diminutive youth.

e will pull into the snowdrife to leave
the woal oo for it paty to e and
as you go by him you may guess what
manner of person it is who in Russia fall
casiest prey to the wolves.

Such, then, is the bear hunt, as it may

them several Emglishmen resident in. St
Petersburgh, who prefer to hunt the bear
without a tribe of beaters, and these
sportsmen generally
hended by their huntaman and often fol-
low a wounded bear for hours or until
stopped by darkness, and even then re-
qume the chase ac the carlest momens
or it is a_point of honor wit
sian sl hunters o bring their
ay, and it s rare that a wo
mal ultimately escapes, so are they
i Giie Cartr 2 Bt the vopuistion
of being a dead shot. Shooting of all
kinds is to be had, and if the stranger
has no spozrmg friends in the capital h
should < branch cstablichment
ke et gt Sunmaten
W. W. Greener, whose manager there wil
be'able o say where shooring can best
e obtained at short notice, At Mo
the stranger must visit the Sportmg Ciut,
a very fine building near the governor
general palace, and where cach night
in one of its 200 fincly-decorated rooms
a coteric of sportsmen may be found dis-
cussing their special hobby.

ame o
ani-

FEBRUARY.

On open rights the reception rooms are
filled wi lliant gathering bent upon
socal wissineri, bt il nor take the
visitor long to discover the retreat of those
who make shooting their leading pas-
fime. Moscow s a beter centee for! the
sportsman than St. Petersburgh, and in ad-
dlfnon 15 the lage garse shooring be mey
join in coursing partics or spend a
with the Hawking Club. South of M
cow bears are less numerous, but wolves,
by and ell ase plentiul whde only the
wolf is found in the extreme south.  Stall

ing bustards e s
come change from the thick forest shoot-
ing of the north.

Angling is not generally practiced in
Ruseta. Tn' Finl he national
summer sport, but the number of nat

orn Russians who devore themselves to
the mysteries of the gentle craft is smal

indeed.

Hawking has been revived in Moscow
and a clu founded under the par-
ronage of Prince Oldenburg, at the

capital, but with the death of its president
last year it became virtually extinet,
Falconry is the pursuit of the indigenous
princes of Caucasia and is followed as a
cport in Syr-Daria and other trans-Cas-
pian governments. Coursing the hare
with Persian greyhounds, or the fos, sta
with the fine Russian_staghouns
4 fopilis whor rtunately
rarely to be seen near any railway station
and s comequently beyond the “reach of
the ordinary tou
Wolf tracking i & winter sport, monot-
onous and uncxe e visitor, unless
e can ride Tike 8 Comach, will derive m
enjoyment from this method of circum-
venting the pest of the country. Other
Sabiots sporkt s vhating, ine »nhrmg»
irotting, Torse' ratiug an siceplochasing
have a large number of votaice, and the
and sailing clubs o rers-
Burgh are numerous enough. to sacisfy 1
most enthusiastic waterman, and of pigeon
clubs (live birds and American inanimate
fargets) there are several at the larger
towns, the members of which wilt be anx-
fous fo_try their skill against any gentle-
‘man willing to compete with them.
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